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Lakewood City Council Moves Forward on New Deal 

Agreement Ensures Health Care Future  
 
After nearly one year of fact gathering, feedback from the public, a general 
election, and negotiations between the City, Lakewood Hospital Association and 
The Cleveland Clinic, Lakewood City Council will consider a new master 
agreement designed to ensure the availability of high-quality health care in the 
city of Lakewood. 
 
City Council will consider the agreement during three public readings, 
commencing at its December 7 meeting.  Since the agreement involves real 
estate transactions, Council’s approval is required before elements of the 
agreement can be launched.   
 
The agreement involves a multi-million dollar investment in Lakewood that 
transitions health care delivery from a “sick care” hospital inpatient model to an 
innovative, contemporary and sustainable outpatient health and wellness 
approach.  Along with a 24/7/365 emergency department, the health care needs 
of the Lakewood community will be met.  
 
“We’ve done our homework,” said Mary Louise Madigan, president of Lakewood 
City Council. “We’ve gathered all the facts. We’ve heard from the residents we 
represent. Council was given the opportunity and responsibility to make the best 
decision possible to ensure the health of our community today and for 
generations to come. We are ready to make our recommendation and explain to 
the public why we support this agreement.”  
 
There are some key highlights of the new agreement that Council will consider: 

 More personalized, responsive care and services for residents based on 
comprehensive research into community health needs 



 Location of a modern family health center that creates more value for the 
downtown district and increases economic development 

 Continued access to emergency services in a fully staffed emergency 
department open 24/7/365 

 Creates a unique community health foundation forging a long-term 
partnership of elected officials, civic leaders, health care providers and 
others to ensure appropriate and innovative health services   

 Holds health care providers accountable for effective programs that 
improve patient outcomes 

 More flexibility in the use of community assets, with increased opportunity 
to develop city-owned property. 

 The promise of a vibrant new downtown district to attract employers 
 Meets the special needs of the community’s diverse population 
 Reassurances for current employees of Lakewood Hospital 

 
For more information, click here.   
 
“It is our hope to have an agreement in place by the end of 2015, so that we can 
launch innovative programs and services in 2016,” noted Council President 
Madigan. “Our first priority is to ensure that key health care needs of our 
residents are met.  That’s why the assurance of continued emergency services in 
a 24/7/365 emergency department is so important.  Of course, there will be a 
transition period during which a number of services will be phased out.  We can 
look forward to the future delivery of services in new and different ways.  What’s 
most exciting about this is the opportunity to create a community health 
foundation that can create a vision for health care that is unique to this 
community.  That could involve grants, research, advocacy and support of health 
and wellness services that will make Lakewood one of the healthiest cities in the 
nation.”   
 
The plan to create a new health and wellness campus, first announced in 
January 2015, was reached after an extensive evaluation process. Lakewood 
Hospital Association trustees worked with consultants and conducted a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) from healthcare providers both nationally and locally. In 
addition, the plan reflects a community health needs assessment, a review of the 
hospital’s aging facilities (some of which are nearly 100 years old), the continued 
decline in inpatient volumes and the dramatic shift in the way healthcare is 
delivered throughout the country. 

###	
 
About City of Lakewood	
The City of Lakewood is located along the shores of Lake Erie, immediately west of Cleveland, Ohio. With a population of 
52,130, Lakewood is known for its variety of high-quality housing options from modest single-family homes to luxury 
condominiums and homes of distinct architectural design located within a national historic district. Lakewood also is home 
to more than 1,000 businesses of all sizes, including a wide variety of restaurants and retail options. Other amenities 
include a world-class public library, cultural assets such as the Beck Center for the Arts, and picturesque parks.	
 


