
MINUTES 
OF THE 

REGULAR MEETING 
OF 

LAKEWOOD CITY COUNCIL 
HELD ONLINE 
April 19, 2021 

7:30 P.M. 
 
Regular Meeting of the Lakewood City Council called to order at 7:30 PM by President 
O’Malley. 

**** 
 

Present: Thomas R. Bullock III, Sarah Kepple, Tess Neff, Daniel O’Malley, Tristan Rader, 
Jason Shachner 
 
Also Present: Mayor George, Law Director Corrigan, Planning Director Leininger, Finance 
Director Rancatore, Police Chief Kaucheck, Fire Chief Dunphy, Public Works Director Ducu, 
Human Services Director Gelsomino, and members of the public. 

 
**** 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Bullock to approve the 
minutes of the April 5, 2021 meeting without the necessity of a reading.  
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The minutes were approved. 
 

****OLD BUSINESS**** 
 

President O’Malley asked that item #8 be taken out of order, followed by item #7. 
 

1. Committee report from Housing, Planning & Development Committee regarding meeting 
held April 12, 2021. (to be provided) 

 
Councilmember Shachner delivered the following oral report: 
 
We spoke about Resolution 2020-31B, which would extend the temporary outdoor dining 
resolution to December 31, 2022. Mayor George introduced the resolution and proposed 
excluding parklets from it. We had a robust conversation and members of the committee felt 
the Planning Commission was doing a good job under the resolution’s guidance. It was the 
recommendation of the committee to not amend the legislation, and it was subsequently voted 



for recommendation for adoption out of committee. Ordinance 14-2021 sought to establish a 
public art advisory board, with a plan to formalize a taskforce that was previously formed and 
has produced public art initiatives throughout the city. Councilmembers Rader & Bullock 
proposed having more Council appointees than the mayor. The ordinance was approved out 
of committee with recommendation for adoption. 
 
Councilmember Shachner made a motion, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file 
the oral report. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The oral report was received and filed. 

 
**** 

 
2. ORDINANCE 14-2021 - AN ORDINACE to take effect immediately provided it receives 

the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take 
effect an be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, enacting Chapter XX, Public Art 
Advisory Board, of the Lakewood Codified Ordinances to establish a permanent Public 
Art Advisory Board for the purpose of collaborating with City officials regarding its public 
art policies and practices, promoting the City’s public art initiatives, and educating 
residents on the benefits of public art on public and private properties. (1st read & referred 
to HPD 4/5/21) (pg. 1) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to defer Ordinance 14-
2021. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Ordinance 14-2021 was deferred. 

 
**** 

 
3. RESOLUTION 2020-31B - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take 
effect at the earliest period allowed by law, amending Resolution No. 2020-31A, adopted 
September 21, 2020, extending the authorization of  the Planning Commission to grant 
temporary conditional use permits for outdoor/seasonal dining facilities through December 
31, 2022 to qualifying applicants. (Referred to HPD 03/15/21) (pg. 4) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Resolution 
2020-31B. 



 
Discussion: Mayor George expressed concerns about parklets and felt they deserve a broader 
Council discussion. She cited issues that the safety forces noted and added the Planning 
Commission’s deferred parklet discussions, along with changes to the last parklet location. 
She lastly stated a desire to be on record for advocating that parklets not be included in the 
outdoor dining resolution. 
 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to exclude parklets from 
Resolution 2020-31B. 
 
Discussion: Councilmember Bullock cited the committee discussion with the mayor and its 
recommendation. He added he would have supported the current language without amendment 
and stated his belief that the current process is working well. 
 
President O’Malley asked when the current parklet resolution expires. Mayor George 
indicated that the expanded outdoor dining resolution was designed to continue past when the 
governor lifts the state emergency order. She added the topic is worthy of a longer discussion, 
citing private vs. public space use, public safety concerns, and past traffic accidents regarding 
sight lines. 
 
Councilmember Rader stated that Council should start discussion on a permanent ordinance 
and that current course should be maintained with the pilot. He noted he would support the 
motion if the mayor is supportive of a permanent conversation. 
 
Chief Dunphy stated the administration is not against parklets as a concept. The opposition to 
including them in this resolution is based on the safety and security of people enjoying them. 
He added that the biggest concern is a potential risk to residents, noting a desire to continue 
conversation and applauding the Planning Departments efforts thus far. 
 
Councilmember Bullock reiterated the committee deliberation and cited a business’ pending 
application before the Planning Commission. He also argued for the merits of parklets. 
 
Councilmember Shachner stated he did not believe the mayor’s request is unreasonable, 
adding that he just disagreed with how to proceed. He added that the current process is 
working. 
 
Councilmember Kepple echoed Councilmember Shachner’s sentiments and added change 
would cause upheaval for the restaurant industry. She cited the Planning Department’s efforts 
to help folks and advocated for keeping the status quo while keeping permanent parklet 
conversation ongoing. 
 
President O’Malley indicated that he was contemplating withdrawing the motion. 
 
Director Leininger advocated for not including parklets in the extension and allowing them to 
continue through the public health emergency while a larger conversation was ongoing. 
 



President O’Malley withdrew his motion to exclude parklets from Resolution 2020-31B. 
 
President O’Malley stated that Council and the administration should still have conversation 
on where to go from here. Mayor George indicated she would support further discussion 
especially on sight lines. 
 
On the motion to adopt Resolution 2020-31B: 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Resolution 2020-31B was adopted. 

 
**** 

 
4. Committee report from Finance Committee regarding meetings held April 12, 2021 & 

April 19, 2021. (to be provided) 
 
Councilmember Bullock delivered the following oral report: 
 
The committee met on April 12th & 19th to consider the following two ordinances on the docket 
and it recommended both for adoption at Council’s earliest convenience. One will be one third 
reading and the other on second. The first is to adjust the pay schedule for full and part time 
salary rate employees. Director Dillinger walked us through it. There are two primary ones to 
recognize and it also compensates two professional certifications in the HR track. It also 
incentivizes training. Ordinance 22-2020A adds $2.5 million for a total of $8 million in 
contracting authority for the IWWIP, and this will come up later tonight on another topic. 
Although the contracting authority is up to $8 million, it doesn’t mean we’ll spend that amount. 
The current budget matches these expenditures. The project was planned for last year and was 
pushed to this year due to COVID. The committee recommended it for adoption. 
 
Councilmember Bullock made a motion, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file 
the oral report. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The oral report was received and filed. 

 
**** 

 
5. ORDINANCE 22-2020A – AN ORDINANCE to take effect on January 1, 2021, provided 

it receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or 
otherwise to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, to provide 
for creating positions and rates of pay for full-time and certain part-time annual salaried 



employees and hourly rate employees not covered by a collective bargaining agreement in 
the several departments, divisions and offices of the City of Lakewood, including the Chief 
of Fire, Chief of Police and Civil Service Commissioners. (Referred to Finance 3/15/21, 
2nd reading 4/5/21) (pg. 6) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Ordinance 22-
2020A. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Ordinance 22-2020A was adopted. 
 

**** 
 

6. ORDINANCE 31-2020A - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, amending Ordinance 
31-2020 adopted December 21, 2020, authorizing and directing the Mayor (Director of 
Public Safety), the Director of Public Works, the Director of Law, the Director of Finance, 
and/or the Purchasing Manager to advertise for bid and enter into a contract with the lowest 
and best bidder in accordance with the Administrative Code of the City of Lakewood for 
the  Wastewater System and Treatment Improvement Program in accordance with the 
Administrative Code of the City of Lakewood, contracts not to exceed the specified 
amounts shown without separate resolution of Council. (Placed on 1st reading & referred 
to Finance 4/5/21) (pg. 12) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Bullock to suspend the rules 
for adoption of Ordinance 31-2020A on second reading. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The rules were suspended. 
 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Ordinance 31-
2020A. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Ordinance 31-2020A was adopted. 

**** 



 
7. Committee report from Public Safety Committee regarding meeting held April 19, 2021. 

(to be provided) 
 
Councilmember Neff delivered the following oral report: 
 
I made some opening remarks about public safety in our community, and then deferred to 
Mayor George and Chief Kaucheck to give an overview of the situation. They shared short 
term goals, such as an increase in patrols at city parks, putting officers on foot, and the 
installation of high-tech security cameras. Some long-term goals included working with the 
anti-racism taskforce and the outdoor basketball committee. Chief Kaucheck talked about 
vacancies on the police department, noting that it appears they are down only one officer on 
paper, while they are actually down 19 officers due to other leaves of absence and field 
training. It was also noted that a police officer is being assigned to Madison Park for 4-hour 
evening shifts. A Madison Park security guard, who is a retired Cleveland police officer, is 
there as well. We heard from 4 community members and will be continuing conversations. 
 
Councilmember Neff made a motion, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file the 
oral report. 
 
Discussion: Mayor George clarified that the security guard mentioned is assigned to all parks, 
and that her administration is looking to get someone specifically assigned to Madison Park. 
 
Public Comment:  
 
Sean Freeman – Beech Ave. – Mr. Freeman stated that it is unjust to punish the community for 
the actions of a few. He added that signs prohibiting guns should be enlarged, adding more 
floodlights, and closing the courts before sun down. 
 
Aaron Pearl – 1289 Brockley Ave. – Mr. Pearl stated he is working with a group of people 
from the community safety meeting. He noted the importance of face-to-face meetings and the 
need to increase community presence at Madison Park. 
 
Mary Anne Crampton – 17895 Captain’s Cove – Ms. Crampton cited gun violence statistics 
and added she connect Council to gun violence resources. 
 
Randy Brown – Mr. Brown shared various capital improvements he would like to see at 
Madison Park. 
 
Councilmember Bullock thanked community members for their input and suggested further 
investment at the park. 
 
John Wagner – Mr. Wagner thanked Council and Chief Kaucheck for being responsive, and 
proposed hiring a full-time safety director. 
 
On the motion: A roll call vote was taken as follows: 



Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The oral report was received and filed. 
 

****NEW BUSINESS*** 
 

8. RESOLUTION 2021-16 – A RESOLUTION to recognize and thank Building 
Commissioner Joseph A. Meyers for the length and quality of his public service to the City 
of Lakewood and for his steady leadership of the Division of Housing and Building. (pg. 
14) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Resolution 
2021-16. 
 
Discussion: Councilmembers thanked Commissioner Meyers for his service to the city, 
complimenting the culture he had built in the building department and noting how difficult it 
will be to replace his institutional knowledge and responsiveness. 
 
On the motion: A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Resolution 2021-16 was adopted. 

 
**** 

 
9. Update from the ADA Task Force from Councilmember Kepple (to be provided) 
 
Councilmember Kepple deliver the following oral update: 
 
The task force met on April 15th and heard from Assistant Director Swallow who has been 
working on a grievance procedure for folks in the community who request a reasonable 
accommodation. The ADA Task Force suggested that be included in the “report a problem” 
section of the city’s website. The administration also agreed that it was an appropriate place 
to put it, and both parties wanted to have it separate from the normal drop down menu to 
expedite action. Michelle Nochta will be the ADA coordinator once she gets up to speed on 
training, In a transition place, the task force will be looking at all city owned properties and 
ensuring that they’re compliance with the ADA. We recognized that there is a difference 
between that and reporting grievance, for example looking at crosswalks versus someone 
living in a specific building to use specific crosswalks to get to work. There was also some 
discussion of working with merchant groups to help them make their storefront entrances more 
accessible. The city will assist the task force with this. 
 
Councilmember Kepple made a motion, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file 
the update. 



 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The update was received and filed. 

 
**** 

 
10. Communication from Councilmember Kepple regarding support for Lakewood’s Asian and 

Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) community. (to be provided) 
 
Councilmember Kepple delivered the following oral communication: 
 
It came to my attention last week through some of the merchant groups that I visit periodically that one 
of their colleagues of an Asian owned business here in our community had been the victim of some 
pretty strong and disturbing verbal harassment here in Lakewood. I reached out to this business owner 
and we had a conversation. This has been an ongoing thing towards that business throughout the 
pandemic. As we’ve seen unfortunately throughout our nation, the AAPI community has been on the 
receiving end of some unjust and unwarranted attacks, particularly around COVID. As I spoke with 
her about ways that we can be supportive, one of them was specifically asking for Council to officially 
condemn such behavior and show our support, which is something I suspect that we are all willing to 
do. That’s the resolution that you’ll see coming up. I want to say unequivocally that Asian, Asian 
American, Pacific Islander neighbors here in our community are a vital part of our community and 
bear no responsibility for COVID. They are absolutely Lakewoodites and are very valuable 
Lakewoodites. 
 
Councilmember Kepple made a motion, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file the 
communication. 
 
Public Comment: eComment submitted by Lucinda Einhouse of the Beck Center for the Arts - As 
President and CEO of Beck Center for the Arts, I want you to know that safety is absolutely the most 
critical value to me and my colleagues. I was very sad to learn that a small business owner, who is 
Asian American, was on the receiving end of some terrible hatred, and I’d like to support 
Councilwoman Kepple’s resolution condemning hate speech toward Asian and Asian American Pacific 
Islanders. The fact that we have seen such horrible treatment of Asian and Asian American Pacific 
Islanders across the country is greatly disturbing, and I believe we in Lakewood should stand together 
to denounce this. Hate speech leads to violence, and we need to do everything in our power to stop it 
in our community. Easy access to guns has created a public health crisis, adding to the level of fear 
that begins with hate speech. We do not have to accept this as normal. I support the Mayor and City 
Council in their efforts to develop a public safety plan that is comprehensive and community driven – 
one that intentionally includes protection of BIPOC. Please let me know if there is anything Beck Center 
can do to help, and thank you for all you do. 
 
On the motion: A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 



 
**** 

 
11. RESOLUTION 2021-17 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it receives the 

vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take effect at the earliest 
period allowed by law, expressing support and appreciation for Lakewood’s Asian and Asian 
American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) community members including residents, business owners, 
workers and visitors; and condemning all manner of racist and xenophobic behavior, hate speech, 
harassment, violence, and discrimination toward AAPI persons and AAPI owned businesses; and 
urging local, state and federal entities to prosecute to the fullest extent of the law anyone responsible 
for criminal activity toward such persons or businesses; and calling on the Cuyahoga County Board 
of Health and the Ohio Department of Health to include anti-racist messaging in public information 
and education efforts. (pg. 15) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Resolution 2021-17. 
 
Discussion: Councilmember Bullock applauded Councilmember Kepple and welcomed diversity to 
Lakewood. 
 
On the motion: A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Resolution 2021-17 was adopted. 
 

**** 
 

12. Communication from President O’Malley regarding increasing the Fair Employment 
Wage. (pg. 17) 

 
President O’Malley noted that Councilmember Rader was intended to be a co-signer on this 
letter and that he was mistakenly left off. He made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten 
to receive and file the communication. 
 
Discussion: Councilmember Rader thanked President O’Malley for his leadership on the issue 
and clarified that the ordinance only raises wages for city employees. 
 
On the motion: A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 
 

**** 
 

13. ORDINANCE 15-2021 - AN ORDINACE to take effect immediately provided it receives 
the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take 
effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, amending Section 113.02, Fair 



Employment Wage of the Lakewood Codified Ordinances to increase the living wage to 
$15.00 per hour. (pg. 18) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Ordinance 15-
2021 to the Finance Committee. 
 
Discussion: Councilmember Bullock stated the Finance Committee will look at it and noted 
there is moral authority to pay a fair living wage. President O’Malley stated that the people 
that would be impacted are the city security guards and kitchen staff in the Human Services 
Department. He added that it is not a lot of money to the city, but it is to the individuals to 
potentially be affected. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Ordinance 15-2021 was referred to the Finance Committee. 
 

**** 
 

14. Communication from Councilmember Bullock regarding decisive action to improve public 
safety in Lakewood. (pg. 20) 

 
Councilmember Bullock made a motion, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file 
the communication. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 
 

**** 
 

15. Communication from Councilmembers Kepple, Shachner & Neff regarding intersectional 
and holistic safety approaches. (pg. 22) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer the 
communication to Committee of the Whole, the Anti-Racism Task Force, and the Lakewood 
Community Relations Advisory Committee. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 



Motion passed. The communication was referred to Committee of the Whole, the Anti-Racism 
Task Force, and the Lakewood Community Relations Advisory Committee. 
 

**** 
 

16. Communication from President O’Malley, Vice President Litten and Councilmember 
Rader regarding public safety recommendations. (pg. 25) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer the 
communication to the Public Safety Committee. 
 
Discussion: Councilmember Rader provided information on state Sunshine Laws, which 
prevent a majority of councilmembers from working together outside of a public meeting. 
Mayor George proposed referring the communication to Committee of the Whole. 
 
On the motion: President O’Malley and Vice President Litten amended the motion to refer the 
communication to Committee of the Whole, the Anti-Racism Task Force, the Lakewood 
Community Relations Advisory Committee, and the Youth Task Force. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was referred to Committee of the Whole, the Anti-Racism 
Task Force, the Lakewood Community Relations Advisory Committee, and the Youth Task 
Force. 

**** 
 

17. Communication from Councilmembers Bullock, Rader, Kepple, & Shachner regarding 
support for clean water improvements to Lake Erie. (pg. 27) 

 
Councilmember Bullock made a motion, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file 
the communication. 
 
Public Comment: Sandy Binh – Ms. Binh highlighted the importance of Lake Erie as a resource 
and economic engine, noting that there’s an opportunity to have it addressed by the Biden 
administration. 
 
On the motion: A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 
 

**** 
 



18. RESOLUTION 2021-19 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take 
effect at the earliest period allowed by law requesting President Joe Biden to sign an 
executive order for federal management that will reduce toxic harmful algae blooms that 
are costly for municipal water treatment plants and result in economic harm to fishing, 
boating, property, recreational, and tourist-related businesses. (pg. 30) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Resolution 
2021-19. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Resolution 2021-19 was adopted. 
 

**** 
 

19. Appointment from Councilmember Bullock to the Animal Safety & Welfare Advisory 
Board. (pg. 39) 

 
Councilmember Bullock made a motion, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file 
the communication. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 
 

**** 
 

20. Communication from Director Leininger regarding a notification of receipt of grant award 
from Ohio EPA. (pg. 40) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 

 
**** 

 



21. Communication from Director Ducu regarding the Cuyahoga County Healthy Urban Tree 
Canopy Grant Program. (pg. 41) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 
 

**** 
 

22. RESOLUTION 2021-18 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing the Mayor 
or his designee to enter into Healthy Urban Tree Canopy Grant Program Project Agreement 
with Cuyahoga County to accept an award of $50,000 and requiring Lakewood’s 
previously budgeted $75,230 as a match. (pg. 42) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Rader to refer Resolution 
2021-18 to the Public Works & Sustainability Committee. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Resolution 2021-18 was referred to the Public Works & Sustainability 
Committee. 
 

**** 
 

23. Communication from Mayor George regarding nuisance declaration – false fire alarms. 
(pg. 52) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. 
 
Discussion: President O’Malley noted that the nuisance ordinance was amended in 2016 to 
include police alarms and that the newest update will add fire. Councilmember Rader thanked 
the mayor for the legislation and noted how it could cut down on unnecessary use of resources. 
Vice President Litten added that there are exceptions in the law that include menacing by 
stalking. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 



Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 
 

**** 
 

24. ORDINANCE 16-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, amending Section 
510.01(a) Declaration of Nuisance, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Lakewood to 
include false fire alarms in the definition of nuisance offenses. (pg. 54) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Rader to refer Ordinance 16-
2021 to the Public Works & Sustainability Committee. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Ordinance 16-2021 was referred to the Public Works & Sustainability 
Committee. 

 
 

****LIQUOR PERMITS**** 
 

25.  Liquor permit notice regarding Studio West 117 Phantasy LLC at 11794-96 Detroit Ave. 
(pg. 58) 

 
President O’Malley noted he has no reason to object. 
 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
notice. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The notice was received and filed. 
 

***PUBLIC COMMENT**** 
 

Heather Rudge – Ms. Rudge advocated for the passive ventilation and removal of wet debris 
from the Curtis Block building. She also thanked the administration for the repairs 
completed. 
 





Regular Council Meeting
04-19-21 19:30

Agenda Name Comments Support Oppose Neutral

7. Committee report from Public Safety Committee regarding meeting
held April 19, 2021. (to be provided)

2 0 0 1

10. Communication from Councilmember Kepple regarding support for
Lakewood’s Asian and Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI)
community. (to be provided)

1 1 0 0

14. Communication from Councilmember Bullock regarding decisive
action to improve public safety in Lakewood.

1 0 1 0

15. Communication from Councilmembers Kepple, Shachner & Neff
regarding intersectional and holistic safety approaches.

2 2 0 0

16. Communication from President O’Malley, Vice President Litten and
Councilmember Rader regarding public safety recommendations.

1 0 1 0

Sentiments for All Agenda Items

The following graphs display sentiments for comments that have location data. Only locations of users who have commented
will be shown.

Overall Sentiment

Agenda Item: eComments for 7. Committee report from Public Safety Committee regarding meeting held April 19, 2021. (to be
provided)

Overall Sentiment

Lisa Beisel-Linn
Location:
Submitted At:  7:09pm 04-19-21

We will not achieve community safety nor a sense of real community in Lakewood by removing resources like the
basketball hoops from Madison Park. Madison Park is a vital resource to our community. It is already woefully



under-resourced compared to parks in some of Lakewood’s more affluent neighborhoods. Further reducing
resources available for recreation to Lakewood residents in the neighborhood only creates further inequities in
our community. This is the opposite of a solution. The mayor, her administration, and city council members need
to engage with the community, especially those residents living in the Madison Park neighborhood, to come to
long-lasting solutions for safety, security, and community-building. Reinstating the basketball courts and adding to
the resources available for residents at the park rather than removing them should be included in that discussion.

Aaron Pearl
Location:
Submitted At:  5:14pm 04-19-21

I would like to speak in support of the recent grass roots movement to promote safety, fun, and inclusion at
Madison Park, at the basketball court and the park in general.

Agenda Item: eComments for 10. Communication from Councilmember Kepple regarding support for Lakewood’s Asian and
Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) community. (to be provided)

Overall Sentiment

Lucinda Einhouse
Location:
Submitted At:  2:32pm 04-18-21

As President and CEO of Beck Center for the Arts, I want you to know that safety is absolutely the most critical
value to me and my colleagues. I was very sad to learn that a small business owner, who is Asian American, was
on the receiving end of some terrible hatred, and I’d like to support Councilwoman Kepple’s resolution
condemning hate speech toward Asian and Asian American Pacific Islanders. The fact that we have seen such
horrible treatment of Asian and Asian American Pacific Islanders across the country is greatly disturbing, and I
believe we in Lakewood should stand together to denounce this.
Hate speech leads to violence, and we need to do everything in our power to stop it in our community. Easy
access to guns has created a public health crisis, adding to the level of fear that begins with hate speech. We do
not have to accept this as normal. I support the Mayor and City Council in their efforts to develop a public safety
plan that is comprehensive and community driven – one that intentionally includes protection of BIPOC. Please
let me know if there is anything Beck Center can do to help, and thank you for all you do.

Agenda Item: eComments for 14. Communication from Councilmember Bullock regarding decisive action to improve public
safety in Lakewood.



Overall Sentiment

Tim Collingwood
Location:
Submitted At:  9:47am 04-19-21

It is bothering me that the basketball court in Madison Park is being blamed for the uptick in gun violence as if the
patrons of that court are at fault for people running to guns to solve their problems instead of de-escalation
techniques. And while the park needs more lighting regardless of the racism of surveillance, it just seems like that
well is tapped too much and too frequently. The tapped well is now in the form of Safer Lakewood.  While the city
has an Anti-Racism Task Force now, I am concerned that the recent response from the city is backtracking the
commitments it has made after May 20, 2020 in making the city of Lakewood a more welcoming city for diversity
with a couple members of Council looking favorably on Safer Lakewood. This response does not seem tempered,
and I would like a more tempered response that isn't amplifying systemic racism, and including the perceptions of
Black and Brown residents of the city who do not feel comfortable speaking to the racism they experience in city
limits, which Safer Lakewood is also insuring by its existence. Gun violence does need to be dealt with, but
racism is not going to make it better. Safer Lakewood does not plan to make Lakewood safe for Black and Brown
residents and further continues Lakewood's individual history of racism. One just has to see the social media
postings on city pages. This reflects poorly on a city that claims it wants more racial diversity and inclusion of
minoritized people. If Council is going to be anti-racist then they need to be publicly openly anti-racist on social
media and when they see something racist they should name it.  I won't feel safe in Lakewood until Black and
Brown residents and their concerns regarding Madison Park and valid concerns about racism in city limits are
addressed.  I support measures which are outside of the realm of policing and surveillance that are evidence-
based strategies that work.

Agenda Item: eComments for 15. Communication from Councilmembers Kepple, Shachner & Neff regarding intersectional and
holistic safety approaches.

Overall Sentiment

Mary Anne Crampton
Location:
Submitted At:  4:07pm 04-19-21

I support the holistic approach to gun safety as outlined in the Communication from Kepple/Neff/Shachner. I
would like to make comments as to why this is approach is the only way to sustain an public safety for all



residents.

Tim Collingwood
Location:
Submitted At:  9:51am 04-19-21

I support this effort as intersectional and holistic approaches will discontinue the city's racist legacy and
reputation in the Greater Cleveland area among racially oppressed and repressed groups of people. One just has
to look at headlines and studies to suggest how much of this is needed.

Agenda Item: eComments for 16. Communication from President O’Malley, Vice President Litten and Councilmember Rader
regarding public safety recommendations.

Overall Sentiment

Tim Collingwood
Location:
Submitted At:  9:56am 04-19-21

I only support the 7th suggestion, as that should be front and center and not an afterthought. The racist
responses from the Mayor in closing the court and the unaccounted racism of citizens on social media pages only
create exclusive safety measures. Lakewood is 80% white, and City Council is 100% white. These public safety
recommendations center whiteness and do not consider the violent impact of police presence on Black and
Brown people. It makes them scapegoats when the problem is in the farmhouse. Lakewood's white population
being the residents of said farmhouse.
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