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MINUTES OF THE HOUSING, PLANNING, & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
November 17, 2020 

Meeting held virtually 
 

Present: Councilmembers Shachner, Kepple, Rader 
 
Also Present: Planning Director Leininger, Assistant Law Director Swallow, Law Director 
Corrigan, Urban Designer Allison Hennie, Building Commissioner Meyers, members of the 
public, Clerk Bach taking minutes 
 
Call to Order: 6:06 p.m. 
 

Approval of the minutes of the September 21, 2020 Housing, Planning & Development 
Committee meeting. 

 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the September 21, 2020 Housing, 
Planning & Development Committee meeting. A roll call vote was conducted as follows: 
 
Yea: Shachner, Kepple, Rader 
Nay: none 
 
Motion adopted. Minutes approved. 
 

**** 
 

ORDINANCE 14-2020 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council to amend 
Section 505.18, Certain Animals Prohibited, Section 1121.03, Permitted Accessory Uses, 
of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Lakewood, Section 1123.03, Permitted 
Accessory Uses, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Lakewood, and Section 
1127.03, Permitted Accessory Uses, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Lakewood, 
to permit the keeping of bees in the City of Lakewood. 

 
Chairman Shachner presented a new draft of Ordinance 14-2020 to the committee. He reminded 
the Committee that the Planning Commission recommended that the Planning Code sections of 
the ordinance be removed. Consequently, the new draft seeks to make the changes through 
Section 505.18, like how hens were handled. 
 
Chairman Shachner outlined the changes in the new version which included: 

• An amended section to allow bees in all districts. 
• A new section to establish an annual application process and fee. Information on the 

application must include: 
o Attestation of attending a beekeeping class 
o Registration with State of Ohio 
o Other details proscribed in the draft 
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• A new section on inspections. This section makes it clear that city inspectors will not be 
manipulating hives, but rather evaluating the number and placement of hives. 

• A new section on permit revocation. 
• A change to the number of beehives per square foot and a section to grandfather in 

existing hives that would otherwise violate this section. 
 

Councilmember Kepple suggested that the ordinance clarify what constitutes a qualifying 
beekeeping class due to the large amount of misinformation available online.  
 
Councilmember Rader asked for a justification of the $5 fee, stating that it was so low as to be 
inconsequential.  
 
Councilmember Shachner replied that the administration had recommended a $25 fee and $5 was 
the compromise. $5 is also the fee charged by the state for an apiary.  
 
Phil Bartosh, the Cuyahoga County Apiary Inspector was present to provide input. He suggested 
that the amount of hives per square feet be reduced from 2 hives per 2,500 square feet to 1 hive 
per 2,500 square feet to lessen impact on neighbors and to conform more closely to Cleveland’s 
ordinance.  
 
Chairman Shachner was agreeable to the change with the inclusion of language to grandfather in 
existing hives that would not conform to this standard.  
 
A motion was made and seconded to recommend the current version of Ordinance 14-2020 to 
Council. A roll call vote was conducted as follows: 
 
Yea: Shachner, Kepple, Rader 
Nay: none 
 
Motion adopted. Substitute Ordinance 14-2020 recommended for adoption. 
 

**** 
 

ORDINANCE 17-2020 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least five members of Council, or otherwise to take 
effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, amending Section 1325.04, 
Authority of the Board, to include the exterior painting of existing natural brick structures 
within the authority of the Architectural Board of Review. 

 
Chairman Shachner recapped that since the last time the committee met that the Architectural 
Board of Review met and discussed the ordinance and settled on standards that it would use 
when deciding to approve or deny a paint project. Chairman Shachner expressed that he was is 
comfortable supporting the ordinance now that objective standards have been developed.  
 



3 
 

In response to questions, the administration provided assurance that the ordinance would not 
inhibit public art. The Spectacular Vernacular program is already steering artists away from 
painting on brick and instead using paneling and/or vinyl wraps.  
 
Director Leininger explained that upon passage of the ordinance, Planning Commission will 
have to take an additional step to authorize its inclusion into the workbook of design standards.  
 
The administration further clarified that Ordinance 17-2020 only requires input from ABR, not 
Planning Commission.  
 
In response to questions from the Committee, Director Leininger explained that when the 
ordinance was discussed with ARB and Lakewood Heritage Advisory Board, they agreed that all 
brick should be treated equal regardless of location (residential vs. commercial) and regardless of 
the amount of brick being painted. This is because of the issues this could cause within the 
building structure.  
 
The Committee discussed ways to amend the legislation to exclude the re-painting of brick that 
is currently painted.  
 
A motion was made and seconded to amend the second sentence of 1325.04 as follows:  
 
The painting of previously unaltered masonry or covering thereof by other methods, either in whole or in part, shall 
be considered an alteration to an exterior elevation.  
 
A roll call vote was conducted as follows: 
 
Yea: Shachner, Kepple, Rader 
Nay: none 
 
Motion adopted. Ordinance 17-2020 amended. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to recommend Ord. 17-2020 for adoption as amended. 
A roll call vote was conducted as follows: 
 
Yea: Shachner, Kepple, Rader 
Nay: none 
 
Motion adopted. Ordinance 17-2020 recommended for adoption as amended.  
 


