


Community of Choice

Welcome! 
Lakewood, Ohio is a first-ring streetcar suburb immediately west of Cleveland. 
Our 52,000 residents live within 5.6 square miles (a population density similar to 
Washington D.C.), making Lakewood the most densely populated city in Ohio. 
Incorporated in 1911, Lakewood began as a collection of fruit farms and orchards. 
Following the housing boom of the early 1920’s, it became recognized as the City 
of Beautiful Homes.

Lakewood is a community of choice for a diverse group of residents and busi-
nesses.  Alongside the character, history and charm we know so well, innovations 
and ideas are inspiring a new energy. Lakewood has the highest concentration 
of Millennials, with a college degree or higher, in all of Greater Cleveland (Fifth 
Migration Study). There are a number of reasons for this, including:

• Vibrant neighborhoods and access to affordable housing
• Mobility, including access to alternative modes such as biking, 

walking and public transportation
• Recreational activities with over 5 miles of lakefront and the 

Cleveland Metroparks at our doorstep
• Active nightlife and unique small businesses
• Great place to raise children, with $300 million invested to build new 

schools
• A community that is addressing its challenges, leveraging its 

strengths, and investing in its future

Join us, as the vibrant second century of Lakewood is taking shape.

Photo: Three generations of Lakewood residents.

https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2339&context=urban_facpub
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2339&context=urban_facpub


Housing is Lakewood’s economic engine. The City has been focused on diversifying housing type offerings citywide in order to maintain an edge as an attractive place 
for people to call home — for everyone, from empty nesters to Millennials. Improvements in the housing stock have increased property values citywide. Lakewood 
saw an 8% growth in housing value in the 2015 tri-annual reappraisal, one of only three communities in Cuyahoga County to see such growth. Property tax collections 
will increase $1 million per year for each of the next three years as a result. In addition, the single family home median sale price has increased from $120K in 2008 to 
$170K in 2017. 

With creatively-integrated architecture that’s both visionary and character-preserving, Lakewood has also seen new housing being built that pays homage to our 
history, while leading the way to what’s next.  Two major housing developments include Rockport Square Townhomes and McKinley Townhomes.  There are also 
several new infill homes being constructed throughout the city.

$12 MILLION REDEVELOPMENT AT ROCKPORT SQUARE, $15 MILLION REDEVELOPMENT OF MCKINLEY SCHOOL SITE

McKinley Place incorporates first floor master units. Lakewood’s beautiful historic housing stock. Rockport Square completed along Detroit Avenue.



Quality of Life

Lakewood has always placed a high value on its economic, social, and cultural 
diversity, creating a welcoming community for all lifestyles. Lakewood’s com-
mitment to its cultural institutions like the Beck Center, University of Akron 
Lakewood, and its overwhelming support of the public school system has built 
a strong foundation of community values. Within the last 12 years, every public 
school building in the district has been rebuilt or significantly renovated. Along 
with excellent public schools, Lakewood is home to both Lakewood Catholic 
Academy and St. Edward High School, two highly regarded parochial schools. 

In addition to its commitment to cultural and civic institutions, Lakewood recog-
nizes its parks as an essential component of its community identity. Lakewood’s 
commitment to its parks is supported by the completion of the remarkable Solstice 
Steps project at Lakewood Park, a spectacular lakefront amenity. Cove and Wagar 
Parks are also being reconstructed. Lakewood sits at the gateway to the Cleveland 
Metroparks, providing access to a wide range of outdoor recreational activities 
and amenities, including hiking, biking, numerous golf courses and open space. 
Lakewood is recognized as Ohio’s most walkable city, which is supported by the 
Citywide 10-year plan to address all 180 miles of our sidewalks.

Lakewood is recognized as Ohio’s 
most walkable city.

Photo: The Solstice Steps at Lakewood Park.  The best place in town to watch a sunset.



From major festivals to block parties, 
community gatherings are an important part 
of our local culture. The city offers numerous 
summer festivals, which include the weekly 
Farmer’s Market, Meet the Trucks, Fourth 
of July Parade and Celebration, Lakewood 
Arts Festival, and the Lakewood Community 
Festival. Beyond these city-sponsored events, 
LakewoodAlive hosts a number of gatherings 
such as the Summer Meltdown, Light Up 
Lakewood, and the Spooky Pooch Parade. 
Lakewood Chamber of Commerce hosts the 
Taste of Lakewood, which draws over 10,000 
people to Madison Park.

Celebrating the holidays at Light Up Lakewood. Small businesses create unique commercial corridors. Lakewood’s hometown Fourth of July Parade. 

Public art promoting play at our parks.Direct access to the Cleveland Metroparks.



Local & Regional Access
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By foot, by car, by bus, bike or baby stroller, we have all the amenities in place to 
help you make your way here—and make your day here. From bus lines to bike 
racks, pathways to parking spots, when it comes to transportation, Lakewood 
incorporates it all.

EASY ACCESS TO I-90, I-71, I-480, & I-77
Lakewood’s location provides easy access to regional, national, and internation-
al locations with easy access to interstate highways and just a 15 minute drive to 
Cleveland Hopkins International Airport.

15 MINUTES DRIVE TO CLEVELAND HOPKINS 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Local access is complemented by access to transit, bike lanes, and sidewalks on 
every street. Lakewood is recognized as a bronze-level Bicycle Friendly Commu-
nity by the League of American Cyclists and the city continues to invest in bike 
infrastructure to achieve gold. 

7 MILE BIKE FROM DOWNTOWN CLEVELAND

Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority (GCRTA) provides robust transit 
service throughout much of Lakewood. The #26 bus provides 24-hour, 7 day a 
week service on Detroit Avenue between Rocky River and Downtown Cleveland. 
The #55 bus rapid transit line runs primarily on Clifton Boulevard. This line pro-
vides express service to Downtown Cleveland with frequencies better than every 
10 minutes during commuting hours. Additional GCRTA service is available on 
Warren Road, Madison Avenue, and West 117th Street. Located just outside the 
City limits, the West 117th-Madison and Triskett Rapid Transit stations provide 
24-hour rail service to University Circle, Downtown Cleveland, and Cleveland 
Hopkins Airport on the Red Line.

LAKE ERIE



Planning for Resiliency

The city of Lakewood supports sustainability efforts that preserve the environ-
ment and conserve energy. Lakewood ranks among the top Cuyahoga County 
communities for our residential recycling rate. We also encourage residents to 
consider ways to reduce their carbon footprints and improve energy efficiency in 
their homes. 

In regards to the ecological health of our city, Lakewood has been working on 
collecting and treating stormwater and improving sewers to reduce combined 
sewer overflows to Lake Erie.  Also, for the 39th consecutive year, the Arbor Day 
Foundation has named the city of Lakewood a Tree City USA to honor the city’s 
“commitment to effective urban forest management.”

Lakewood has been named 
“Tree City USA” by the Arbor Day 
Foundation.
Lakewood is going beyond sustainability initiatives, working to create a city that 
is not only sustainable, but resilient.  Mayor Summers’s 2018 State of the City Ad-
dress titled Resiliency in Action focused on forces acting upon Lakewood and how 
the city is preparing to address these forces.  Lakewood is looking to lead the way 
when it comes to testing new technologies to improve quality of life and reduce 
our footprint in an urban environment. Think driverless cars, smart-grid technolo-
gy, and big-data health studies.

Come to Lakewood to be a part of a forward-thinking community that is 
committed to its residents and the environment.

Photo: Green infrastructure designed to collect and treat stormwater at Madison Park.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJPUUdfGM_M&t=1769s


Lakewood is the 14th largest City 
(by population) in Ohio, and has the 
10th largest workforce. 
Lakewood’s economy is large, diverse, and local. The local economy is primarily 
made up of agile and thriving small businesses. Small businesses employ 75% of 
the 12,000 workers in Lakewood, ranging from restaurants and breweries to pro-
fessional services firms. Onix, Decision Desk, Newry and Melt are a few examples 
of the diverse employer mix in Lakewood. Over 120 small businesses have either 
opened or gone through a major renovation in the last 5 years representing tens of 
millions in private investment. Lakewood’s vibrant downtown district benefited 
from this continued reinvestment, which has led to a 91% Commercial Occupan-
cy Rate on Detroit Ave. Our commercial corridors are also equipped with a fiber 
optic network with speeds up to 100 Gb.

Through investments in building stock, infrastructure, and high-speed internet 
Lakewood makes it easy to do business here.

Economic Development Photo: Roundstone Insurance moves its headquarters and creatively repurposes historic 
building on Detroit Avenue



Lakewood maintains 
one of the lowest 
income tax rates (1.5%) 
in the County, and 
hasn’t had an increase 
in the last 10 years. 

Lakewood ranked 3rd 
in the County property 
value assessment 
in 2015 and is in the 
middle 3rd of property 
tax affordability.
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2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Residential $11,054,127 $12,304,173 $17,029,178 $16,891,676 $20,118,120
Commercial $17,485,626 $17,519,247 $92,643,515 $13,458,210 $51,083,961

$28.5M $29.8M

$109.7M*

$30.3M

$71.2M

M
ill

io
ns

Permit Valuations by Year 

Lakewood has seen approximately: 

$270 MILLION IN BUILDING ACTIVITY SINCE 2013

Businesses are supported by programs such as our Small Business Grant 
Program and our Storefront Renovation Program. Since 2013, the Storefront 
Renovation Program has disbursed $1.4 million to help 70 Lakewood 
businesses make façade and building improvements.

* New school construction in 2015



Contact 
Bryce Sylvester, AICP
Director of Planning & Development 
City of Lakewood 
216-529-6635
Bryce.Sylvester@lakewoodoh.net 


