
 

 

TAEB Minutes April 14, 2021 
 
Attendees: Linda Grandstaff, Roman Duca, Sam Bonvisutto, Sarah Kepple, Matt Krems, Laura 
Balliett, Marc Dann 
 
The meeting began at 6:00pm.  The minutes were reviewed and approved following a motion by 
Matt, seconded by Linda.   
 
There was a discussion of the proposed City Council ordinance related to tree removal, which is 
similar but differs from an administration proposal.  The board discussed sending a letter of 
support to the committee and council from the board as a whole.  Linda will draft a letter to be 
sent.  
 
The ordinance requires 30 days written notice.  Trees to be removed due to hazard would be 
identified in an annual tree plan, along with proposed tree planting.  Removal of trees not on the 
annual plan would require notice at site and notice to the Board for review.  
 
Spring tree plantings were discussed. 150 trees were planted in the spring, of which 60 property 
owners rejected the proposed tree planting.  Of the replacement sites for the 60, 10-12 were 
also rejected.  Sarah noted that there was some discussion of providing an incentive for tree 
planting through a sewer credit.   
 
The board discussed the opportunity to sell the value of the city’s tree canopy through 
communications related to the ordinance.  Use of media and social media to express values 
related to the tree canopy and benefits of transparency through the ordinance were discussed. 
The board’s support as a body should be directed to the City Council. Individual members 
support could be sent also and also provide through letters to editors of local publications and 
social media.  
 
Sam will check on the status of the tree planting blog post with Shelby and Melissa.   
 
There was a discussion of the Community Arboretum concept. Linda shared a map of the 
tagged trees in Lakewood Park but noted that the document establishing the TAEB noted that 
there are over 70 tagged trees in city parks. Linda asked if the Forestry Department could 
provide a list of those trees so that maps could be created in support of the Community 
Arboretum concept.  Sam will research.   
 
The meeting ended at 6:50 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Linda Grandstaff 
Chair/secretary 


