
MINUTES 
OF THE 

REGULAR MEETING 
OF 

LAKEWOOD CITY COUNCIL 
HELD ONLINE 
March 15, 2021 

7:30 P.M. 

Regular Meeting of the Lakewood City Council called to order at 7:30 PM by President 
O’Malley. 

**** 

Present: Thomas R. Bullock III, Sarah Kepple, John Litten, Tess Neff, Daniel O’Malley, 
Tristan Rader, Jason Shachner 

Also Present: Mayor George, Law Director Corrigan, Planning Director Leininger, Finance 
Director Rancatore, Police Chief Kaucheck, Fire Chief Dunphy, Public Works Director 
Ducu, Human Services Director Gelsomino, and members of the public. 

**** 

President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to approve the 
minutes of the March 1, 2021 meeting without the necessity of a reading.  

A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 

Motion passed. The minutes were approved. 

****OLD BUSINESS**** 

President O’Malley moved items #8 & #9 to the top of the agenda without objection. 

1. Report from Public Works & Sustainability Committee. (pg. 1)

Councilmember Rader made a motion, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file 
the report. 

A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 

Motion passed. The report was received and filed. 

Minutes corrected by motion on 3/21/22 
to reflect adoption of S. Ord. 12-2021



2. RESOLUTION 2021-10 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it
receives the affirmative vote of at least five members of Council, or otherwise to take
effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing and directing
the Mayor to enter into a grant agreement with Cleveland Metroparks for the construction
and maintenance of the Detroit Connector Trail, an all-purpose trail, and accepting funds
in the amount of $25,000.00 toward the project construction costs. (Referred to PWS
3/1/21) (pg. 2)

President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to substitute 
Resolution 2021-10. 

A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 

Motion passed. Resolution 2021-10 was substituted. 

Director Leininger noted that the Metroparks desired to strike some language in the grant 
agreement that gave it an incorrect connotation. Councilmember Rader asked if the change 
were to affect how the money is distributed to the city and how it is to be spent, to which 
Director Leininger answered no. 

President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt substitute 
Resolution 2021-10. 

A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 

Motion passed. Substitute Resolution 2021-10 was adopted as substituted. 

3. Report from Finance Committee meeting held March 15, 2021 (to be provided)

Councilmember Bullock delivered the following oral report for the record: 

Today, the committee met and considered 2 ordinances, which were both recommended for 
adoption. One was a substitute version of the transfer ordinance, Ordinance 11-2021, which 
is ministerial work done to execute the budget. The ordinance was comprised of routine and 
unique transfers. The routine ones were for the department of aging and capital projects for 
the wastewater treatment plant. The one time transfers were for Lakewood fire station #2, 
and the Cove Church Project. The advances were made as cash flow reconciliation. The 
Winterhurst fund needs to be reconciled and the committee is about to consider those funds 
to return to make it whole. We will see these transfers in the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th quarters. The 
committee recommended the ordinance for adoption. 



Ordinance 03-2021 authorizes equipment leases, in this case its vehicles, which was 
previously adopted in the 2021 budget, use on a small scale. It explores getting new vehicles 
without incurring maintenance costs, as new vehicle replacement is needed. This new 
approach gives more flexibility to the city. The proporsed ordinance considers 5 hybrid 
police cruisers, which is up from the one we already have in operation. It performed well in 
2020. There is potential to build upon that. The director has indicated that he is open to that. 

Councilmember Bullock made a motion, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and dile 
the oral report. 

A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 

Motion passed. The oral report was received and filed. 

4. ORDINANCE 11-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or
otherwise to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing
the transfer and advance of certain funds. (1st read and referred to Finance 2/16/21; 2nd

reading 3/1/21) (pg. 17)

President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Ordinance 
11-2021.

A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 

Motion passed. Ordinance 11-2021 was adopted. 

5. ORDINANCE 03-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or
otherwise to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing
the Director of Finance to enter into Equipment Leases in forms approved by the Director
of Law on behalf of the City of Lakewood (“City”). (1st read and referred to Finance
1/19/21; 2nd reading 2/1/21) (pg. 19)

President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Ordinance 
03-2021 as substituted.

A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 

Motion passed. Ordinance 03-2021 was adopted as substituted. 



6. ORDINANCE 10-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or
otherwise to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law,
authorizing and directing the Director of Planning and Development or the Mayor to
enter into an agreement with a licensed real estate broker to market for sale the real
property located at 1461 St. Charles Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio (PPN 314-04-031)  and
1458 Belle Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio (PPN 314-04-045) for a period of 180 days,
pursuant to Section 155.07 of the Codified Ordinances. (1st read and referred to HPD
2/16/21; 2nd reading 3/1/21) (pg. 22)

President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President to adopt Ordinance 10-2021. 

Discussion: President O’Malley stated that he totally supports the legislation, as it gets 
assets off the city’s books, moves the city toward its strategic goals, and includes provisions 
that prevent the properties from being gobbled up by flippers. Councilmember Bullock 
clarified that these 2 properties were the first of 9 that the city was selling and inquired 
whether the sales would be used to replenish the Land Acquisition Fund. Director Leininger 
indicated the funds would replenish the Lakewood Hospital Fund, which will be used to 
reinvest in the community in a variety of ways, while giving consideration to the Curtiss 
Block Building. President O’Malley asked about the process for marketing these sales. 
Director Leininger stated the city will be issuing an RFP to solicit realtors, with preference 
for those with Lakewood experience or who are Lakewood residents.. The goal is to share the 
sales among different realtors. 

On the motion: A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 

Motion passed. Ordinance 10-2021 was adopted. 

7. SUBSTITUTE ORDINANCE 12-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately
provided it receives the vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or
otherwise to take effect at the earliest period allowed by law, to expand rental rights
within the City of Lakewood allowing renters who tender their full rent plus any
additional late fees and court costs, prior to an eviction hearing to avoid eviction for late
payment of rent and setting reasonable late fees that a landlord may charge a tenant. (1st

read and referred to HPD 2/16/21; 2nd reading 3/1/21) (pg. 24)

Public Comment: Molly Martin of the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless expressed 
appreciation for the legislation and noted that the pandemic exposed housing problems that 
have existed for a long time. She indicated that NEOCH supports the legislation becoming 
permanent. 

President O’Malley gave credit to NEOCH and shared his surprise that it wasn’t already 
law. He expressed a desire to amend the legislation so it doesn’t fade once the state 



emergency order expires and mandate that Council reviews it within 30 days of emergency 
order expiration. 
 
Ashley Close – Eckle Ave. – Ms. Close stated her support for the legislation and encouraged 
Council to make it permanent due to the impacts of COVID and the perpetuation of poverty 
that eviction causes. 
 
Kayode – of Waterbury Ave. – Kayode expressed support of pay to stay and his belief that it 
is a reasonable and fair defense for renters. 

 
Vice President Litten stated his intent to propose considering making the legislation 
permanent with a mandated review. He stated a need to allow for more time to see how it 
goes and understand the full impact of the legislation. He added that it should be tied to the 
eviction moratorium rather than the state of emergency, noting that it should be reviewed in 
a year. 
 
Councilmember Rader expressed full support for the ordinance and his preference to make it 
permanent with a review. 
 
Mayor George added support for the legislation and proposed having it sunset with other 
pandemic related legislation on December 2022. 
 
Councilmember Shachner agreed with Mayor George and the plan to tie it to a December 
2022 timeline. He added that he wanted to hear from landlords. He stated his belief that the 
legislation is completely reasonable and that it was amended in committee to read that it 
would apply to any eviction filed during the state of emergency. 
 
President O’Malley expressed support for Vice President Litten’s suggestion. 
 
Councilmember Neff stated the importance of hearing from landlords, highlighting that a 
small time landlord could be at risk, as they may need rent to pay a mortgage. She also 
added her desire to get in touch with Trish Rooney on the prevalence of homelessness in 
Lakewood. She added her support for the legislation generally 
 
Councilmember Kepple stated she had reached out to a few landlords that she knows. She 
expressed her support for the legislation, and added that the city has a lot of neighbors 
renting to neighbors. She stated a preference for tying it to the December 2022 deadline, 
which would give ample time to hear from neighborhood landlords. 
 
President O’Malley and Vice President reviewed a legislative sunset in 2022 with a 
mandated review to make the legislation permanent. 
 
Vice President Litten made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Rader to amend 
Substitute Ordinance 12-2021 to remove the sunset and mandate a review of it in 2022 to 
make it permanent. 
 



Discussion: Vice President Litten inquired whether the Council could refrain from adoption 
that evening since the permanence piece was added to it. President O’Malley stated that it 
was a good idea and that the current eviction moratorium expires on March 31st and that 
Council would be meeting again on April 5th. 
 
Molly Martin of NEOCH stated she has been reaching out to landlords and realtor 
associations who generally indicated that pay to stay legislation would not affect them 
greatly. 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to remove the words 
“during the state of emergency” and add section 2 which states that City Council shall 
conduct a formal review of this ordinance for the purpose of determining its success no later 
than Decemeber 31st, 2022, and to move section 2 to section 3, and section 3 to section 4. 
Director Corrigan added that section 1 should read any eviction action for non-payment of 
rent, and that the clause related to the pandemic should be cut out. 
 
Discussion: Councilmember Shachner questioned whether this legislation could be made 
retroactive to apply to those affected during a gap between the eviction moratorium and the 
next Council meeting. Director Corrigan answered no. Councilmember Kepple highlighted 
the urgency of the moment to get policy into place. Director Corrigan recommended an 
amendment to strike the language “any eviction action filed during the state of emergency.” 
 
President O’Malley and Vice President Litten approved of Director Corrigan’s suggestion 
and included the striking of “any eviction action filed during the state of emergency” to their 
original motion. 
 
On the motion: A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Substitute Ordinance 12-2021 was amended and deferred. 
 

****NEW BUSINESS*** 
 

8. Communication from Councilmembers Shachner & Litten regarding 25th anniversary of 
Lion & Blue. (to be provided) 

 
Councilmember Shachner delivered the following oral communication: 
 
I speak for everybody here when I say that it’s hard to imagine Lakewood without Lion & 
Blue. I used to walk by it everyday. The impetus behind this resolution was from a friend and 
colleague Ms. Paula Reed who contacted me. I wanted to honor Lion& Blue’s contributions  
to the city and I would like to thank the Clerk of Council for drafting this legislation. 
 



Vice President Litten and Councilmember Bullock thanked the owners for being a part of the 
city and congratulated them on being in business for 25 years. The owners expressed their 
appreciation. 
 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 

 
9. RESOLUTION 2021-12 - A RESOLUTION to recognize Lion and Blue on its 25th 

anniversary as a flagship retailer on Lakewood’s Detroit Ave. (pg. 28) 
 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Resolution 
2021-12. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Resolution 2021-12 was adopted. 

 
10. Report from Councilmember Kepple regarding ADA Task Force. (to be provided) 
 
Councilmember Kepple delivered the following oral report: 
 
We recently held our first meeting of the ADA Task Force, where we predominantly 
discussed developing a transition plan to remove physical obstacles for the public to city 
property, while also installing a formal grievance process and ADA coordinator. We also 
explored potential programs to help businesses remove barriers and the need to appoint a 
chair. 

 
Councilmember Kepple made a motion, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file 
the report. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The report was received and filed. 

 
11. Communication from Mayor George regarding extension of temporary outdoor dining. 

(pg. 29) 



President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President to receive and file the 
communication. 
 
Discussion: Councilmember Shachner expressed his delight for the support the legislation 
received and his belief that it has proven successful. 
 
On the motion: A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 

 
12. RESOLUTION 2020-31B - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take 
effect at the earliest period allowed by law, amending Resolution No. 2020-31A, adopted 
September 21, 2020, extending the authorization of  the Planning Commission to grant 
temporary conditional use permits for outdoor/seasonal dining facilities through 
December 31, 2022 to qualifying applicants. (pg. 30) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Resolution 
2020-31B to the Housing, Planning, and Development committee. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Resolution 2020-31B was referred to the Housing, Planning, and 
Development committee. 

 
13. Communication from Director Dillinger regarding revised salary ordinance. (pg. 32) 
 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 

 
14. ORDINANCE 22-2020A – AN ORDINANCE to take effect on January 1, 2021, 

provided it receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, 
or otherwise to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, to 
provide for creating positions and rates of pay for full-time and certain part-time annual 
salaried employees and hourly rate employees not covered by a collective bargaining 



agreement in the several departments, divisions and offices of the City of Lakewood, 
including the Chief of Fire, Chief of Police and Civil Service Commissioners. (pg. 33) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Ordinance 22-
2020A to the Finance Committee. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Ordinance 22-2020A was referred to the Finance Committee. 

 
15. Communication from Director Corrigan regarding Lakewood Park concession lease with 

HELP Foundation, Inc. (pg. 39) 
 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 

 
16. ORDINANCE 13-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or 
otherwise to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, 
authorizing and directing the Mayor to enter into an amendment to the concession lease 
agreement with HELP Foundation, Inc. for the operation of food concessions at 
Lakewood Park, pursuant to Section 155.08 of the Codified Ordinances. (pg. 40) 

 
Preisdent O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Ordinance 13-
2021 to the Public Works & Sustainability Committee. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Ordinance 13-2021 was referred to the Public Works & Sustainability 
Committee. 

 
17. Communication from Acting Finance Director Schuster regarding revised membership 

ordinance. (pg. 45) 
 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. 



 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 

 
18. ORDINANCE 29-2020A - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or 
otherwise to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, to amend 
Ordinance 29-2020, adopted December 21, 2020 authorizing the Mayor (Director of 
Public Safety), the Director of Public Works, the Director of Law, the Director of 
Finance, and/or the Purchasing Manager to enter into contracts for Memberships as 
authorized by the 2021 Appropriation Ordinance and the Administrative Code of the City 
of Lakewood, contracts not to exceed $95,000 without separate Ordinance of Council. 
(pg. 46) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to suspend the rules to 
allow for the adoption of Ordinance 29-2020A on first reading this evening. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The rules were suspended to allow for adoption on first reading. 
 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Ordinance 
29-2020A. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Ordinance 29-2020A was adopted. 

 
19. Communication from Fire Chief Dunphy regarding Severe Weather Week. (pg. 53) 
 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 



20. RESOLUTION 2021-13 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or 
otherwise to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, 
proclaiming March 21st through March 27th, 2021 “Severe Weather Awareness Week.” 
(pg. 54) 

 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Resolution 
2021-13. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Resolution 2021-13 was adopted. 

 
21. Communication from Public Works Director Ducu regarding community recycling 

awareness grant.(pg. 56) 
 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. 
 
Discussion: Councilmember Rader commended city employees for their great work. 
 
On the motion: A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The communication was received and filed. 

 
****LIQUOR PERMITS**** 

 
22. Liquor permit notice regarding Kenilworth Tavern at 18200-04 Detroit Ave 1st floor and 

basement. (pg. 57) 
 
Councilmember Neff stated she had no objection. She noted that there are a few issues with 
the permit, however it will not pass onto the next individual until they are resolved with the 
state. 
 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to file no objection. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. No objection was filed. 

 



***PUBLIC COMMENT**** 
 

Greg Palumbo – Mr. Palumbo expressed concerns about the Curtiss Block building, 
emphasizing that it is part of the heart & soul of Lakewood and was designated a historic 
structure in 2015. 
 
Peter Ketter – Mr. Ketter stated he is the current chair of the Lakewood Heritage Advisory 
Board, and added that the Curtiss Block building is 1 of 13 historic designated properties in the 
city. 
 
Paula Reed – Ms. Reed expressed concern about the Curtiss Block building, noting its 
continued deterioration and the stalled process in addressing the structure’s issues. 
 
Ken Haber – 17897 Lake Rd. – Mr. Haber gave a brief overview of the history, ownership, and 
finances of the Curtiss Block building. He also spoke the Master Agreement of the Lakewood 
Hospital deal. 
 
Mary Anne Crampton – Ms. Crampton spoke about the Curtiss Block building and expressed 
her encouragement that Council has expressed its commitment to it and the work that needs to 
be done at the site. 
 
Heather Rudge – Ms. Rudge provided current information on the Curtiss Block building, 
noting that it has been incurring more damage with the rainy season approaching. 
 
Mayor George expressed hope to come to a resolution on the building soon and stated that her 
administration is working with CASTO on cost estimates to keep the building. Director 
Leininger added an overview of the city’s actions taken on the Curtiss Block building. The city 
hopes to have a proposal the following week. 

 
****ANNOUNCEMENTS**** 

 
Director Leininger stated that the following Tuesday is the second and final public meeting on 
Cove Church. 
 
President O’Malley stated he is hosting a Birdtown Safety Meeting the following week. 
 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to adjourn the 
meeting. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. The meeting was adjourned. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:32 p.m. 
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