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MINUTES 
OF THE 

REGULAR MEETING 
OF 

LAKEWOOD CITY COUNCIL 
AUDITORIUM 

May 16, 2022 
7:30 P.M. 

 
Regular Meeting of the Lakewood City Council called to order at 7:40 PM by President Litten 
 

**** 
Present: Kyle Baker, Thomas R. Bullock III, Sarah Kepple, John Litten, Tristan Rader, Jason 
Shachner 
 
Also Present: Mayor George, Finance Director Rancatore, Police Chief Kaucheck, Fire Chief 
Dunphy, Planning Director Leininger, Human Resources Director Dillinger, Public Works 
Director Ducu, Law Director Corrigan, Human Services Director Gelsomino, Chief of Staff John 
Storey, Clerk Bach  
 

**** 
Motion by Vice President Litten, seconded by Councilmember Kepple to approve the minutes of 
the May 2, 2022 meeting without the necessity of a reading. All members voted in favor. Motion 
passed. Minutes approved. 

****OLD BUSINESS**** 

1. Committee of the Whole Report regarding meeting held May 16, 2022. (to be provided) 
 
President Litten provided the following oral report: 
 

Committee of the Whole met this evening. Our sole agenda item, with the 
exception of approving our minutes, was our process as a Council for appointing 
a new member to the Ward 4 Council seat. In doing so, we discussed a few 
different options of how we might limit candidates or not, about how long we 
wanted to meet with each candidate, about if we could do so virtually or not. 
Ultimately, we decided to meet next Monday May 23rd as well as the following 
Tuesday May 31st to conduct interviews with all 11 applicants of Ward 4. Those 
will be 20-minute interviews to be held over the course of those two meetings. Our 
Council staff will work to schedule interviews with those candidates. My fellow 
councilmembers will be free and welcome to meet with candidates as we proceed 
through that process with the hope of making an appointment in early June.  

 
Motion by President Litten, seconded by Vice President Kepple to receive and file the oral 
report.  
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All members voted in favor. Motion passed.  
 

*** 
2. Public Safety Committee Report regarding meeting held May 16, 2022. (to be provided) 

 
Chair Baker provided the following oral report: 
 

We had our Public Safety Committee today. We approved minutes of the last 
meeting. We heard both the mayor’s communication dedicating the ARPA funds 
as well as the resolution dedicating the ARPA funds. Particularly as it relates to 
public safety, there was a request to use funds to hire four more police officers 
and we heard some commentary from Detective Herpka and Investigator Bunner 
from the Police Department, specifically representing the union, and heard some 
of the challenges they are having recruiting and bringing in new officers. This is a 
way to bring in officers now to potentially blunt some of the retirements later so 
we can have more resiliency within our police department and maintain coverage 
for things that make Lakewood Police different and exceptional in our community, 
including school resource officers, ward officers and the like. Also, Downtown 
Cleveland Alliance was here. Ed Eckert and Melissa Kreiger went through and 
explained the park ambassador program that sounds like they are using a couple 
of different models but creating a new one for Lakewood focusing on public safety 
and community building. Understanding that there will be staff dedicated for the 
three years and they will receive DEI training, de-escalation training, CIT 
training focused on public safety and community building. We had a lot of good 
testimony and discussion on that point. The communication was received and 
filed, and the resolution was recommended for adoption.  

 
Motion by President Litten, seconded by Vice President Kepple to receive and file the oral 
report.  
 
Discussion: Councilmember Rader asked how community feedback will be incorporated into 
the program’s development, noting that community groups will want input into the program. 
 
Mayor George responded that that will be considered and is being planned for. 
 
On the motion: All members voted in favor. Motion passed.  
 

*** 
3. RESOLUTION 2022-16 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or 
otherwise to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, 
authorizing the Mayor and/or Director of Finance or Director of Law to allocate One 
Million Nine Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,900,000) to for public safety with such 
funds allocated from the American Rescue Plan (“ARP”) and Coronavirus State and 
Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (“CSLFRF”). (Referred to PS 4/18/22) (pg. 1) 
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Motion by President Litten, seconded by Vice President Kepple to adopt Resolution 2022-16. 
All members voted in favor. Resolution 2022-16 adopted. 
 

*** 
4. ORDINANCE 17-2022 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or 
otherwise to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, to approve 
the editing and inclusion of certain ordinances as parts of the various component codes 
of the Codified Ordinances and to provide for the publication of such new matter. 
(deferred 4/18/22 & 5/2/22) (pg. 3) 

 
Motion by President Litten, seconded by Vice President Kepple to adopt Ordinance 17-2022. 
All members voted in favor. Ordinance 17-2022 adopted. 
 

 
***NEW BUSINESS*** 

5. RESOLUTION 2022-20 - A RESOLUTION to commend Antoinette Gelsomino for 
her 30 years of dedicated service to the seniors, youth, and young families of Lakewood 
through her inspired leadership in the Department of Human Services. (pg. 5) 

 
Motion by President Litten, seconded by Vice President Kepple to adopt Resolution 2022-20. 
 
Discussion: Every Councilmember took turns speaking about Director Gelsomino’s high 
character, exemplary leadership of the Department of Human Services, and fond personal 
memories of working with her. 
 
Public Comment: Cindy Marx – 1571 Grace Ave. – Ms. Marx complimented Ms. Gelsomino on 
her service to the City and thanked her for her dedication to Lakewood’s residents. 
 
Julia Toke – 1682 Parkwood Ave. – Ms. Toke shared a personal story of Ms. Gelsomino helping 
her as a new mother to the Lakewood Family Room. She thanked her for her service. 
 
On the motion: All members in favor. Motion passed. Resolution 2022-20 was adopted. 
 

6. Lakewood Heritage Advisory Board 19th Annual Historic Preservation Awards 
Presentation. (pg. 7) 

 
Peter Ketter of the Lakewood Heritage Advisory Board (LHAB) gave a presentation and 
awards to the winners of LHAB’s 19th Annual Historic Preservation Awards. 
 
The following residents/organizations received awards: 
 

- Alexandria Rose – 12558 Clifton Blvd. – Front Porch Replacement 
- Jeffrey Sierputowski and Deanna Domino – 1313 Giel Ave. – Historic Home Addition 

(Payto Architects) 
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- Ryan and Alysia McKean – 1080 Nicholson Ave. – Historic Home Addition (Dimit 
Architects) 

- Lakewood Public Library – Madison Branch – Revitalization of a Historic Public 
Building (HBM Architects) 

 
Motion by President Litten, seconded by Vice President Kepple to receive and file the 
presentation. 
 
Discussion: Councilmembers Kepple encouraged members of the public to observe the historic 
preservation in the interior of Madison Public Library and thanked the staff for its work. 
Councilmember Bullock thanked the homeowners for investing in their homes and 
neighborhoods. 
 
On the motion: All members in favor. Motion passed. The presentation was received and filed. 

 
7. Communication from Lakewood Youth Council regarding smoking, e-cigarette, and 

tobacco usage in public parks. (pg. 13) 
 
Colin Hunt – 14212 Bayes Ave. – Mr. Hunt, speaking as Chair of the Youth Council made 
introductory remarks regarding the communication, emphasizing the urgency of the vaping and 
smoking epidemic among teens. 
 
Motion by President Litten, seconded by Vice President Kepple to receive and file. 
 
Discussion: President Litten applauded the effort and remarked on previous efforts of the city to 
restrict access to nicotine products.  
 
Other Councilmembers commended the efforts of the Youth Council and expressed support for 
the initiative.  
 
Motion by President Litten, seconded by Vice President Kepple to receive and file and refer to 
Health & Human Services Committee. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

*** 
 

8. Communication from President Litten regarding updated Council Committee 
assignments. (pg. 14) 

 
Motion by President Litten, seconded by Vice President Kepple to receive and file. All 
members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

*** 
9. Report from President Litten regarding the Community Recreation & Education 

Commission meeting held April 26, 2022 (to be provided). 
 
President Litten provided the following report: 
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CREC met April 26th. There were a number of items on the agenda, not the least 
of which was an update regarding Usher and Jimmie Foxx Fields. Leslie 
Krogman provided an update on a joint statement from the City and Schools 
related to the fields. While the joint communication states that the local baseball 
association will wait and see on the fields until mid-May, I believe that the 
decision has been made since then to wait longer so that the grass has more time 
to grow. The statement is as follows: 
 
We are happy to report that City and its project team are completing the work at 
Jimmie Foxx Field at Kauffman Park and George J. Usher Field at Madison 
Park. In total, over $200,000 has been spent by the City on this improvement 
project which includes grading work which meets industry standards and 
increases drainage capabilities. Only seeding and top-dressing remain. Due to 
the heavy precipitation this spring, the germinating of grass will hopefully be 
taking place over the next 2-3 weeks. Please also know that the fields will be re-
seeded in the fall after the playing season finishes to further benefit the stability of 
the surfaces. The Recreation Department will be monitoring the fields’ condition 
on a regular basis. After discussion with LCBA members regarding the 
aforementioned seeding work and giving us the best opportunity for grass the 
germinate in the areas beyond the infield where such additional under-drainage 
was installed, the re-opening of the fields should occur on, or approximately on 
May 15th, weather willing. 
 
As stated, that has been delayed. I also want to thank members of the 
administration who have worked very hard on what I think was a very difficult, 
politically wrought and with a  lot of interested parties in what we have is a 
complex, unique system of doing this sort of thing in Lakewood in order to make a 
difference on these fields for our residents.  

 
Motion by President Litten, seconded by Vice President Kepple to receive and file.  
 
Discussion: Councilmember Bullock thanked everyone involved with the work to rehabilitate 
the fields and noted the importance of baseball to so many in the community. 
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

*** 
10. Report from Vice President Kepple regarding the ADA Task Force meeting held April 

26, 2022 (to be provided). 
 
Vice President Kepple provided the following report: 
 

The Americans with Disabilities Act Transition Plan Task Force met on Tuesday, 
April 26th.  
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The majority of the meeting was spent editing and completing a final draft of a 
letter to Mayor George to request the extension of the DLZ contract to include 
completion of the Right of Way survey.  
 
Task Force secretary Michelle Nochta presented the third progress report from 
Steve Metzer of DLZ which included the following properties reviewed for 
compliance: 
• City Hall Annex 
• City Hall/Police/City Court 
• Cove Park 
• Edwards Park 
• Fire Station 1 
• Fire Station 2 
• Fire Station 3 
• Madison Park 
• Merl Park 
• Parking Lots 1, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 12, 13 
• Service Garage 
• Webb Park 
• Winterhurst Ice Rink 
 
Additionally, DLZ has assisted with plan review for the Refuse and Recycling and 
Animal Shelter and Foster Pool.   
 
Finally, as part of the Transition Plan, DLZ prepared a survey to gather 
community input regarding Lakewood’s current accessibility, perceived 
accessibility, and compliance. Please join me in encouraging neighbors to 
complete the survey https://www.lakewoodoh.gov/community-input-needed-for-
city-of-lakewood-ada-survey/ 

  
Motion by Vice President Kepple, seconded by President Litten to receive and file. All 
members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

*** 
11. Communication from Mayor George regarding a mayoral reappointment to the City of 

Lakewood Community Relations Advisory Commission. (pg. 15) 
 
Motion by President Litten, seconded by Vice President Kepple to receive and file. All 
members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

*** 
12. Communication from Director Rancatore regarding 2022 2nd Quarter Transfers. (pg. 16) 

 
Motion by President Litten, seconded by Vice President Kepple to receive and file. All 
members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
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