
MINUTES 
OF THE 

REGULAR MEETING 
OF 

LAKEWOOD CITY COUNCIL 
AUDITORIUM  
June 21, 2021 

7:30 P.M. 
 
Regular Meeting of the Lakewood City Council called to order at 7:37 PM by President 
O’Malley. 

**** 
 

Present: Thomas R. Bullock III, Sarah Kepple, John Litten, Tess Neff, Daniel O’Malley, 
Tristan Rader, Jason Shachner 
 
Also Present: Mayor George, Law Director Corrigan, Planning Director Leininger, Finance 
Director Rancatore, Police Chief Kaucheck, Fire Chief Dunphy, Public Works Director Ducu, 
Human Resources Director Dillinger, Chief of Staff John Storey, Deputy Clerk Lascu, Clerk 
Bach, Development Officer Dan Wyman and Trish Rooney of Lakewood Community Services 
Center. 

 
**** 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to approve the minutes of 
the June 7, 2021 meeting without the necessity of a reading.  
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Minutes approved. 
 

****OLD BUSINESS**** 
 

1. Committee report regarding Housing, Planning & Development meeting held June 14, 
2021. (pg. 001) 

 
Motion by Councilmember Shachner, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file the 
report. All members vote in favor. Motion passed.  
 

**** 
2. ORDINANCE 20-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing and 
directing the Director of Planning and Development or the Mayor to enter into an 
agreement with a licensed real estate broker to market for sale the real property located at 
12311 Plover Street, Lakewood, Ohio (PPN 315-22-089)  and 17450 Shaw Avenue, 



Lakewood, Ohio (PPN 311-21-062045) for a period of 180 days, pursuant to Section 
155.07 of the Codified Ordinances. (1st read and referred to HPD 6/7/21) (pg. 002) 
 

Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Councilmember Litten to defer Ordinance 20-   
2021.  
 
Discussion: President O’Malley expressed support for the project. In response to a question 
Development Officer Wyman stated that the income guidelines are updated annually. 
 
On the motion: All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 20-2021 deferred. 
 

**** 
3. Committee report regarding Public Works & Sustainability meeting held June 21, 2021. 

(to be provided) 
 
Chairman Rader issued the following report: 
 
The Public Works & Sustainability Committee met today. We were all present as well as 
members of the administration – Directors Ducu and Leininger. The only item up for debate, 
and ultimate passage was Resolution 2021-25, which allows the administration to apply for 
the Nature’s Work grant which will be $150,000 to go toward the Foster Pool improvements. 
We talked about that project. There will be a couple documents that will be coming to 
Committee on that. The administration will also keep Council in the loop on the progress of 
Foster Pool. Also, there was a great survey the city had done that had 670 respondents. Ninety-
five percent of respondents said that they wanted to see these improvements at our pool. We 
are really excited that the community welcomes this improvement to our city, and that it is 
going to come soon, and that we are applying for money to get this process started. We did 
unanimously recommend adoption of this resolution tonight.  
 We did have one member of the public comment on Granicus about whether or not these 
funds can be used for baseball fields in addition to the pools and maybe that could apply later 
on. I think the administration is going to look into that as an option as we move forward with 
our discussions with the Rec Department, we will take that into consideration. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Rader, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file the 
report. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
4. RESOLUTION 2021-25 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least five members of Council, or otherwise to take effect 
and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing the Mayor, Director of 
Public Works and City Engineer, to submit an application for the NatureWorks Grant 
through the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, to execute any and all agreement 
necessary to accept an award and to obligate funds required to complete the project to 
become eligible for reimbursement under the grant program.  (Referred to PWS 6/7/21) 
(pg. 004) 

 



Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Councilmember Litten to adopt Resolution 2021-
25.  
 
Discussion: Director Ducu clarified that the proposed project is a complete renovation of 
Foster Pool. Becks Pool has no immediate needs and was improved seven years ago. 
 
On the motion: All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Resolution 2021-25 adopted. 
 

**** 
5. Committee report regarding Finance meeting held June 21, 2021. (to be provided) 
 
Chairman Bullock issued the following report: 
 
The Finance Committee met tonight, a little earlier this evening with all members of the 
committee and several additional members of Council present. We discussed Ordinance 17-
2021 authorizing the advance and transfer of certain funds. This is our second quarter 
ordinance for doing this, which we do four times a year. It is ministerial in nature. The transfers 
and advances are consistent with the annual budget that we have adopted and been following 
since the beginning of the year. In this case, the transfers are to support hospitalization costs 
for certain employees to support our Office on Aging programs and to support the debt transfer 
from the Waste Water Treatment Fund to fund and pay for the debt service on debt we already 
have. It is part of the financial strategy that we've been following for some years now. The 
Committee voted to recommend that legislation for approval tonight.  
 Secondly, we discussed several budget process communications regarding the potential 
use of American Rescue Plan Funds, the beginning of our recent tradition of having a council 
budget priorities process for the future for the coming year, and an additional proposal that 
Councilman Rader made, and I certainly welcome and support, to hold a participatory 
budgeting process. This was the first chance that we had to discuss together as elected officials 
(as in respect to open meeting requirements, sunshine laws, and disclosure we were not able 
to talk outside of a public meeting). So, it was a helpful frame-up on several counts.  
 First, we got some information from the administration about the timeline and the 
categories of use for the American Rescue Plan Act Funds. Second, we got the beginning of 
some deliberation from council members and the mayor on what we might want to use it for. 
The quick summary is that were at the very beginning of this. We're going to need to continue 
talking together between now and September. The mayor envisions a briefing with council in 
September with the understanding at that future time of the potential uses for ARPA funds 
because we will know later in July and it may take a good month to work through the legal 
detail, the federal government instructions on the full range of potential. We know today that 
some uses are for sure allowed but there's plenty of question marks - probably more question 
marks than firm answers. So, I appreciate the administration's information and sense of 
dialogue and deliberation with council. Also, council members began to spotlight some 
potential uses of the funds that they envision. It is going to be a moving a conversation with 
many moving parts because we're putting forward ideas now before we know which funds may 
be eligible to fund those ideas so we're going to keep working on this. I stated that it  may make 
sense for City Council to articulate some policy goals in a resolution (maybe it's not in a 
resolution it could be just a working memo) that continually gets updated for potential uses of 



funds that could then guide our formal legislation contracts. A good discussion and spirit of 
cooperation and we're going to continue to work on this and appreciated the thoughtful work 
by all. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Bullock, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file the 
report. 
 
Discussion: Councilmember Litten expressed appreciation to the administration for the open 
dialogue regarding use of the ARPA funds. 
 
On the motion: All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
6. ORDINANCE 17-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing the transfer 
and advance of certain funds. (1st read & referred to Finance 5/17/21; 2nd reading 6/7/21) 
(pg. 007) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Ordinance 17-
2021. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 17-2021 adopted. 
 

**** 
7. ORDINANCE 18-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, amending Section 
549.02, Carrying Concealed Weapons and Section 549.07 Unlawful Transactions in 
Weapons, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Lakewood.  (1st read & referred to 
Public Safety 5/17/21; 2nd reading 6/7/21) (pg. 009) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Ordinance 18-
2021. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 18-2021 adopted. 
 

**** 
8. ORDINANCE 19-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, to approve the editing 
and inclusion of certain ordinances as parts of the various component codes of the Codified 
Ordinances and to provide for the publication of such new matter. (1st read 6/7/21) (pg. 
018) 
 

Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to defer Ordinance 19-
2021. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 19-2021 deferred. 
 

**** 
 



9. ORDINANCE 21-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, amending Sections 
within Chapter 144 Civil Service Commission to allow lateral entry police officers to be 
hired with a grant of seniority for purposes of salary based on prior civil service police 
service. (1st read and referred to PS 6/7/21) (pg. 020) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to defer Ordinance 21-
2021. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 21-2021 deferred. 
 
 

****NEW BUSINESS*** 
 

10. Communication from President O’Malley regarding August recess. (pg. 025) 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to recess for the month of 
August, per LCO. All members voted in favor. Motion passed.  
 

**** 
11. RESOLUTION 2021- 31 -  A RESOLUTION to support the Medicare for All Act of 2021. 

(pg. 026) 
 
Councilmember Rader spoke about the need for universal healthcare and the burden of medical 
debt. He remarked that the pandemic has highlighted this need all the more, noting the 
expansion of the Medicaid roles during the pandemic. He urged support of the resolution.  
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file. All 
members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Resolution 2021-
31. 
 
President O’Malley remarked that the U.S. healthcare system is unsustainable and inadequate 
compared to the systems in other industrialized nations. He advocated for high quality plans 
and expressed support.  
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Resolution 2021-31 adopted. 
 

**** 
12. Appointment from Councilmember Rader to the Citizens Advisory Committee. (pg. 028) 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 



 
**** 

13. Communication from Director Rancatore regarding the receipt of American Rescue Plan 
Funds. (pg. 029) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
14. Communication from Director Leininger and Development Officer Wyman regarding 

American Rescue Plan Act Local Fiscal Recovery Fund Emergency Rent Assistance 
Program. (pg. 030) 

 
Discussion: Development Officer Dan Wyman and Lakewood Community Services Center 
(LCSC) Executive Director Trish Rooney took the podium to discuss the proposal with 
Council.  
 
Councilmember O’Malley spoke highly of the work of LCSC to rescue residents from 
homelessness and provided examples. He expressed support for the use of these funds to 
prevent homelessness. 
 
Ms. Rooney spoke of LCSC’s history of successfully managing funds from the city for the 
purpose of helping Lakewood’s vulnerable populations. She explained that the $1.75M in 
ESG-CV funds, appropriated in August 2020, has been spent to help 521 households remain 
stable. Furthermore, in January, LCSC took over management of CDBG-CV funds and was 
able to assist 236 households. She explained that these funds have been spent down and that 
all applications are on hold. She expressed concern that within the next ten days the eviction 
moratorium will end, the unemployment bonus will go away, and many families will face a 
housing crisis.  
 
Ms. Rooney added that one local property management company is prepared to evict 50 
families and is currently evicting those who have not completed the proper paperwork to avoid 
eviction.  
 
In response to questions, Ms. Rooney expressed confidence in the budget she has prepared. 
The budget assumes that households will receive 3 months of assistance at an average rent of 
$750. She spoke about LCSC’s positive relationship with many landlords and how LCSC has 
been able to coordinate with landlords and tenants to arrange payment plans and partial 
payment agreements. In response to a councilmember’s question, she discussed the $40,000 in 
the budget for utility assistance payments. 
 
In response to a question, Ms. Rooney discussed the staff structure at LCSC. Last year, LCSC 
brought on an independent contractor. No additional staff will be brought in as a result of the 
ARPA funds.  
 



In response to a question, Ms. Rooney made predictions about the future needs for rental 
assistance in the community. She predicted that needs will not worsen but that it may be a 
while before things are back to baseline.  
 
Councilmember Litten highlighted the large investment in homeless prevention and expressed 
hope that it will make a difference. It was discussed that the funds do not have to spent until 
the end of 2026. 
 
Ms. Rooney stressed the valuable relationships between LCSC social workers and the 
community as well as the value of helping people stay in their homes.  
 
Council and the administration discussed the mechanics of the appropriation and the budget 
rationale. It was mentioned that this particular proposal provides funds through June 30, 2022. 
The administration is considering proposing additional funds to sustain the program for 
additional years. More information will be forthcoming in September.  
 
Mayor George and President O’Malley shared final thoughts on the importance of this program 
to keep residents in their homes. 
 

**** 
15. RESOLUTION 2021-32 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing the Mayor 
and Director of Planning and Development to enter into an agreement with Lakewood 
Community Services Center for the provision of Emergency Rent Assistance with funds 
allocated from the American Rescue Plan Act in the amount of $1,680,006. (pg. 031) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of adopting Resolution 2021-32 upon first reading. A roll call vote was taken as 
follows: 
 
Yeas: Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays: none 
 
Motion adopted. Rules suspended.  
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Resolution 2021-
32. A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Yeas: Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays: none 
 
Motion adopted. Resolution 2021-32 adopted.  
 

**** 



16. Communication from Mayor George regarding the allocation of American Rescue Plan 
Funds to the Sewer Infrastructure Project. (pg. 038) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. 
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
17. RESOLUTION 2021-33 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing the Mayor 
and/or Director of Finance or Director of Law to allocate Twenty-Five Million Dollars 
($25,000,000) to effectuate the modernization and construction of the City of Lakewood’s 
sewer system with such funds allocated from the American Rescue Plan (“ARP”) and 
Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (“CSLFRF”). (pg. 039) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Resolution 2021-
33 to the Finance Committee. 
 
Discussion: Councilmember Bullock noted that the $25million request is less than the total 
ARPA funds today.  
 
Mayor George explained that similar to the budget process, the administration is seeking 
Council approval before receiving the full revenue amount. Once all the funds are received, 
they will be transferred appropriately as directed by Council. She added that the water and 
sewer projects will take time to get up and running. 
 
Councilmember Bullock asked for additional information during committee discussion on the 
relationship between this item and the impervious surface fee. He also asked for additional 
context of the use of these funds within the IWWIP.  
 
Mayor George expressed her willingness to have those discussions and asked that the 
committee meeting be planned so that the legislation is adopted before August recess.  
 
On the motion: All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Resolution 2021-33 referred to 
Finance Committee. 
 

**** 
18. Communication from Director Leininger regarding the Development Agreement for the 

Establishment of Tax Increment Financing Incentives at the Former Mack Products (1384 
Hird) and Phantasy (11816-11794 Detroit) Buildings. (pg. 041) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication.  
 



Discussion: Director Leininger answered a number of questions from Councilmembers about 
the mechanics of the TIF, the timeline, and the workforce involved with the project. 
 
On the motion: all members voted in favor. Motion passed.  
 

**** 
19. ORDINANCE 22-2021 - AN ORDINANCE authorizing a development agreement with 

West 117 Development LLC, West 117 Development Fieldhouse LLC, and West 117 
Development Phantasy LLC in connection with the development and redevelopment of 
certain real property in the City of Lakewood, Ohio as part of a tax increment financing 
program under Ohio Revised Code Section 5709.41. (pg. 043) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Ordinance 22-2021 
to the Housing, Planning & Development Committee. 
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 22-2021 referred to Housing, Planning 
& Development Committee. 

**** 
20. ORDINANCE 23-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take 
effect at the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing the City of Lakewood, Ohio to 
accept title to certain real property located within the City and immediately transfer title 
back to the current owner for the purpose of implementing tax increment finance pursuant 
to Ohio Revised Code Section 5709.41. (pg. 085) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Ordinance 23-2021 
to the Housing, Planning & Development Committee. 
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 23-2021 referred to Housing, Planning 
& Development Committee. 

**** 
21. Communication from Mayor George regarding Reduction of Planned Water & Sewer Rate 

Increases and Establishment of Impervious Surface Fee and Tiered Water Rate. (pg. 088) 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
22. ORDINANCE 24-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect January 1, 2022 amending 

sections within Part 9, Streets, Utilities and Public Services Code of the Codified 
Ordinances of the City of Lakewood to enact a new impervious surface fee and to establish 
a tiered rate for large industrial users of water and sewer in the City of Lakewood. (pg. 
090) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Ordinance 24-2021 
to the Public Works & Sustainability Committee. 



 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 24-2021 referred to Public Works & 
Sustainability Committee. 
 

**** 
23. Communication from the Anti-Racism Task Force regarding the formation of an 

Intersectional Safety Taskforce. (pg. 099) 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer the communication 
to the Public Safety Committee. 
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Communication referred to Public Safety 
Committee. 
 

****LIQUOR PERMITS*** 
 

24. Liquor Notice regarding Champion Nurseries LLC at 13401-05 Madison Ave. (pg. 100) 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file. All 
members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
25.  Liquor Permit Notice regarding O’Toole’s Pub LLC at 13601 Detroit Ave. (pg. 101) 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file. All 
members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 
 

***PUBLIC COMMENT**** 
 
There was no public comment. 
 

****ANNOUNCEMENTS**** 
 
Mayor George requested that Finance and Public Works Committees hold a joint committee 
to discuss the referred items related to water/sewer.  
 
Director Dillinger announced that the city will observe the new federal holiday, Juneteenth on 
Friday July 2nd. She added that the administration will also prepare an updated ordinance to 
include Juneteenth as an annual holiday. 
 
President O’Malley announced that the tombstone of an escaped slave living in Lakewood was 
commemorated in Alger Cemetery, just over the Lakewood border.  
 
 
President O’Malley made a motion, seconded by Vice President Litten to adjourn the meeting. 
 




