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MINUTES 
OF THE 

REGULAR MEETING 
OF 

LAKEWOOD CITY COUNCIL 
AUDITORIUM  

SEPTEMBER 7, 2021 
7:30 P.M. 

 
Regular Meeting of the Lakewood City Council called to order at 7:38 PM by President 
O’Malley. 

**** 
 

Present: Thomas R. Bullock III, Sarah Kepple, John Litten, Tess Neff, Daniel O’Malley, 
Tristan Rader, Jason Shachner 
 
Also Present: Mayor George, Law Director Corrigan, Planning Director Leininger, Finance 
Director Rancatore, Police Chief Kaucheck, Fire Chief Dunphy, Public Works Director Ducu, 
Human Resources Director Dillinger, Human Services Director Gelsomino, Chief of Staff John 
Storey, Deputy Clerk Lascu, Clerk Bach 

 
**** 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to approve the minutes of 
the July 19, 2021 meeting without the necessity of a reading.  
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Minutes approved. 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to approve the minutes of 
the July 27, 2021 Special meeting without the necessity of a reading.  
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Minutes approved. 
 
 

****OLD BUSINESS**** 
 

1. Committee report regarding Public Works & Sustainability Committee meeting held July 
27, 2021. (pg. 1) 

 
Motion by Councilmember Rader, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file the 
communication. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
2. Committee report regarding Finance Committee meeting held September 7, 2021.  
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Finance Chair Bullock delivered the following oral report: 
 

The committee met immediately prior to this council meeting, and we began, but 
did not complete, deliberation upon nineteen proposed council budget priorities. 
We also reported out favorably the quarterly transfers and advances ordinance, 
which is only on second reading tonight, but the committee recommended approval 
of that. Regarding the council budget priorities process, we heard a little less than 
half of the proposals, but we were able to spend some time with reasonable depth 
about an exciting new proposal to expand the skate park. Five or six members of 
the public spoke eloquently and with passion and there was another two dozen 
citizens who raised their hands in support. We also asked if any citizen present was 
in opposition and none were, so unanimous support from citizens for that proposal. 
So, we got off to a good start and look forward to learning more. We will need to 
find more time on the schedule somehow to continue our discussions and that's all 
to be figured out in the near future.  

 
Motion by Councilmember Bullock, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file the 
report. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
3. ORDINANCE 27-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing the transfer 
and advance of certain funds. (1st read and referred to Finance 7/19/21) (pg. 2) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to defer Ordinance 27-2021. 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 27-2021 deferred.  
 

**** 
4. ORDINANCE 28-2021 22-2020B - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately, 

provided it receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, 
or otherwise to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, to 
provide for creating positions and rates of pay for full-time and certain part-time annual 
salaried employees and hourly rate employees not covered by a collective bargaining 
agreement in the several departments, divisions and offices of the City of Lakewood, 
including the Chief of Fire, Chief of Police and Civil Service Commissioners and 
superseding all prior salary ordinances. (1st read and referred to Finance 7/19/21) (pg. 4) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to defer Ordinance 22-
2020B. 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 22-2020B deferred.  
 

**** 
5. ORDINANCE 29-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, amending Section 
149.08 Vacations, of the Lakewood Codified Ordinances to grant vacation time to 
employees who are hired part time to accrue vacation time and to allow for credit for prior 
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service with the State or any political subdivision of the state and to grant vacation time to 
part-time employees. (1st read and referred to Finance 7/19/21) (pg. 10) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to defer Ordinance 29-2021. 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 29-2021 deferred.  
 

**** 
6. Committee report from the Housing, Planning & Development Committee regarding 

meeting held September 7, 2021.  
 
Housing, Planning & Development Chair Shachner delivered the following oral report: 
 

There were three items on the agenda for this meeting. The first had to do with 
the property owned by the City, 1462 Belle Avenue, one of the nine properties that 
the city has owned since the 1980s. This one, as you may remember, is the one that 
was fire damaged in early 2021. The proposal here is to provide or donate the land 
to Lakewood Alive. Lakewood Alive will take that and find a developer to rehab 
and maintain the historic look and structure of the home. The home would be 
transferred for $2. Lakewood Alive has ninety days to get the property transferred 
to a developer who would have 365 days to complete the renovation and then sell 
or rent that property. The goal here is to maintain the historic look of this property. 
I did ask how that coincided with the affordable housing plan. For me, when we're 
weighing affordable housing and historic preservation, I lean towards affordable 
housing. Although throughout our discussion Planning Department advised that it 
was not viable to use current HOME funds for that property and that this was best 
route we have. HOME funds will be used elsewhere. The original goal was to have 
three of the of the nine properties be slated for affordable housing and we're set to 
reach that goal. That ordinance was favorably reported out to Council.  
 The next was Resolution 2021-35 which would provide STJS Holdings 
$175,000 in economic development funds for their adaptive reuse of Saint James 
School and rectory. They are going to be rehabbing it for office space and they 
have several commitments from businesses. We do have requirements on them to 
complete the project timely and have no fewer than thirty full time employees they 
are adding. That resolution was also reported favorably out of committee. Next 
was Resolution 2021-36. This has to do with the Bi-Rite building and this was 
CDBG funds of $150,000 to assist with their mixed-use historic preservation 
adaptive reuse for small scale retail space. They've already received historic 
preservation tax credits both from the state of Ohio and the feds. They already 
have commitments from several businesses as tenants such as Phoenix Coffee and 
Forest City Shuffleboard that will include a bar/restaurant area and simulated 
driving ranges. That is going to have a requirement that they hire or that the 
project produces thirteen jobs for people that had low-moderate income at their 
former job. So that's an exciting development out of our Birdtown neighborhood 
in Ward Four. That was approved out of committee and recommended for 
approval.  

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the report. 
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Discussion: In response to a question by President O’Malley, Director Leininger stated that 
the total investment in the Bi-Rite project was over $4 million. President O’Malley expressed 
enthusiasm for the investment in the property. 
 
On the motion: All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
7. ORDINANCE 26-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing and 
directing the Director of Planning and Development to enter into an agreement with 
LakewoodAlive for the sale of 1462 Belle Avenue, pursuant to Section 155.07 of the 
Codified Ordinances. (1st read and referred to HPD 7/19/21) (pg. 15) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to defer Ordinance 26-2021. 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 26-2021 deferred.  
 

**** 
8. RESOLUTION 2021-35 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing the Mayor 
and/or her designee to enter into an agreement with STJS Holdings, LLC (Oster Services, 
LLC and Oster Services Commercial, LLC) for an economic development loan for a total 
amount not to exceed One Hundred Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars ($175,000), forgivable 
over five (5) years at Thirty-Five Thousand ($35,000) per annum upon satisfaction of all 
terms of said Agreement, for the rehabilitation of the historic former St. James School 
located at 17514 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio 44107 and adaptive reuse as an office 
building. (Referred to HPD 7/19/21) (pg. 21) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Resolution 2021-
35. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Resolution 2021-35 adopted.  
 

**** 
9. RESOLUTION 2021-36 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing the Mayor 
and/or her designee to enter into an Agreement with Little Jenny LLC for a Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Economic Development Fund (EDF) Loan for a total 
amount not to exceed One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150,000), forgivable over 
five (5) years at $30,000 per annum upon satisfaction of all terms of said Agreement, for 
the substantial rehabilitation of the former Bi-Rite Building located at 12501 Madison 
Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio 44107 and the structure’s adaptive reuse as retail and office 
space. (Referred to HPD 7/19/21) (pg. 53) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Resolution 2021-
36. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Resolution 2021-36 adopted.  
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**** 

10. Communication from Assistant Director Swallow regarding Division of Police Lateral Hire 
Process (Ord. 21-2021). (pg. 99) 

 
Motion by Councilmember Rader, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file the 
communication.  
 
Discussion: Council and the administration discussed how this policy compares to policies in 
neighboring communities. Director Dillinger reported that Cleveland and Westlake are both 
considering similar policies to recruit officers. Lakewood has had to replace 25 officers within 
two years.  
 
In response to a councilmember’s question, Director Dillinger reported that the City has 
discussed the proposed change with the FOP and upon passage of the legislation, the City and 
the union will sign an MOU to be attached to the collective bargaining agreement.  
 
Councilmember Bullock asked for reassurance that the change will be fair to existing officers. 
Director Dillinger responded that the FOP was agreeable to lateral hires earning more, but in 
response to their input, an amendment was made to ensure that new lateral hires did not 
automatically gain seniority over existing officers.  
 
On the motion: All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
11. ORDINANCE 21-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, amending Sections 
within Chapter 144 Civil Service Commission to allow lateral entry police officers to be 
hired with a grant of seniority for purposes of salary based on prior civil service police 
service. (1st read and referred to PS 6/7/21; 2nd reading 6/21/21) (pg. 100) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to substitute Ordinance 21-
2021. 
 
Director Dillinger explained the nature of the substitute is to ensure that new lateral officers 
will not gain seniority over existing officers. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas: Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays: none 
 
Motion passed. Ordinance 21-2021 substituted.  
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Ordinance 21-2021 
as substituted.  
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A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas: Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays: none 
 
Motion passed. Ordinance 21-2021 adopted as substituted.  

 
 

****NEW BUSINESS*** 
 

12. Communication from President O’Malley regarding board and commission vacancies. (pg. 
105) 
 

Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to suspend the rules and 
read agenda items #13-#18 together. A roll call vote was conducted as follows: 
 
Yeas: Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays: none 
 
Motion passed. Rules suspended.  

 
13. RESOLUTION 2021-39 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, appointing __  (first 
appointee)______, _(second appointee) _, and _____(third appointee)_____ to the Anti-
Racism Task Force for terms beginning January 1, 2022 and ending December 31, 2023. 
(pg. 107) 
 

14. RESOLUTION 2021-43 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, appointing ____(first 
appointee)_______ & _____(second appointee)____ to the Audit Committee to a two-year 
term beginning January 1, 2022, and ending December 31, 2023. (pg. 108) 
 

15. RESOLUTION 2021-44 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, appointing 
__________________ to the Board of Nuisance Abatement Appeals for the three-year term 
beginning January 1, 2022 and ending December 31, 2024. (pg. 109) 
 

16. RESOLUTION 2021-45 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
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to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, appointing 
__________________ to the Civil Service Commission for the three-year term beginning 
January 1, 2022 and ending December 31, 2024. (pg. 110) 
 

17. RESOLUTION 2021-46 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, appointing 
______________ _____ to the Lakewood Heritage Advisory Board for the remainder of 
an unexpired term beginning January 1, 2022 and ending December 31, 2022. (pg. 111) 
 

18. RESOLUTION 2021-47 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, appointing 
__________________ to the Tree Advisory & Education Board for the three-year term 
beginning January 1, 2022 and ending December 31, 2024. (pg. 112) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer the above 
resolutions to Committee of the Whole. A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Yeas: Bullock, Kepple, Litten, Neff, O’Malley, Rader, Shachner 
Nays: none 
 
Motion passed. Resolutions 2021-39, 2021-43, 2021-44, 2021-45, 2021-46 and 2021-47 
referred to Committee of the Whole. 
 

**** 
19. Communication from President O’Malley regarding re-codification. (pg. 113) 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
20. ORDINANCE 28-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, to approve the editing 
and inclusion of certain ordinances as parts of the various component codes of the Codified 
Ordinances and to provide for the publication of such new matter. (pg. 114) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to defer Ordinance 28-2021. 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 28-2021 deferred. 
 

**** 
21. Appointment from President O’Malley to the Lakewood Community Relations Advisory 

Commission. (pg. 116) 
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Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
22. Communication from Councilmember Bullock regarding 2022 Council Budget Priorities. 

(pg. 117) 
 
Motion by Councilmember Bullock, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file the 
communication. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
23. RESOLUTION 2021-40 - A Resolution to take effect immediately provided it receives 

the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take 
effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law to formally identify agreed-
upon priorities that Council would like to see reflected in the 2022 budget. (pg. 118) 
 

Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Resolution 2021-
40 to the Finance Committee. 
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Resolution 2021-40 referred to the Finance 
Committee. 
 

**** 
24. Communication from Councilmembers Bullock & Neff regarding Child Safety and Speed 

Awareness Month. (pg. 121) 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. 
 
Discussion: Councilmember Bullock recognized the efforts of the Lakewood Council of PTAs 
for its efforts to pay for signage and to place it near the schools to alert drivers about children 
walking to school.  
 
Councilmember Litten expressed support for the initiative.  
 
On the motion: All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
25. RESOLUTION 2021-38 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, proclaiming the first day 
of school through the end of the month of September as Child Safety and Speed Awareness 
Month in the City of Lakewood, commencing September 2021. (pg. 122) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to adopt Resolution 2021-
38. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Resolution 2021-38 adopted. 
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**** 

26. Communication from Councilmember Shachner regarding the City’s Sidewalk Program. 
(to be provided) 

 
Councilmember Shachner delivered the following oral communication: 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
The Sidewalk Program has greatly improved the walkability of our city by ensuring 
that all 180 miles of sidewalk are safe. However, every spring we hear from 
residents that receive estimates that are higher than they expected or planned. Safe 
sidewalks serve both a private and public interest and with the program reaching 
its final sections prior to starting over again, I believe it is time to explore capping 
the amount the city charges residents to repair their sidewalks if they choose to 
opt-in to the Sidewalk Program. 
 
I reviewed the estimates from 2017-2020 to determine a reasonable cap that would 
not financially burden the city or residents. I found that a cap of $1,000 would 
provide residents the security of knowing that that would be the most that they 
would have to budget for and would keep the city’s cost under $200,000 a year.  
 
I anticipate that future costs would be even less because the Sidewalk Program 
will be inspecting sections that were previously reviewed in 2013. Additionally, I 
propose that we limit eligibility for the cap to owner-occupied single-family homes 
and owner-occupied multifamily homes with 3 or less units. 
 
I look forward to discussing this proposal and exploring additional ways we can 
lessen the burden of our residents. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Shachner, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file the 
communication.  
 
Discussion: President O’Malley remarked that he has often deliberated on the expense of sidewalks 
and the burden it poses to residents on corner lots. He added that he is looking forward to delving deeper 
into this issue in committee and finding an equitable solution.  
 
It was clarified that the City is under construction for year 9 and inspecting for year 10. Director Ducu 
remarked that making this change now would be unfair to the residents who have already paid the full 
amounts. He reported that the cost of sidewalks is approximately $215 per slab. He further reported on 
the programs and policies of surrounding communities.  
 
Councilmember Bullock expressed overall support for the sidewalk program. He questioned whether 
the city expects lower costs over the next ten years of the program, given that sidewalks have all now 
been recently repaired. Director Ducu replied that that has yet to be determined and that there are 
examples of sidewalk damage from wear and tear and tree growth over the past ten years.  
 
On the motion: All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
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27. ORDINANCE 31-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council to amend 
Section 903.10, Duty to repair and maintain sidewalks, tree lawns and driveway aprons of 
the Codified Ordinances of the City of Lakewood, to cap the cost of required repairs to 
sidewalks at $1,000 for certain qualified property owners that participate in the Sidewalk 
Program. (pg. 124) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Ordinance 31-2021 
to Public Works & Sustainability Committee. 
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 31-2021 referred to Public Works & 
Sustainability Committee. 
 

**** 
28. Communication from Councilmember Shachner regarding prohibiting invasive bamboo. 

(to be provided) 
 
Councilmember Shachner delivered the following oral communication: 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
When not properly planted, certain species of bamboo can negatively impact 
surrounding properties. The Building Department has shared that under the 
current iteration of Sec 1775.01 Weed, tall gras, nuisance vegetation or growths 
over sidewalks-that bamboo is considered a tall grass and therefore can only be 
limited in height. This is an issue because bamboo becomes a nuisance when its 
root system is not contained and disrupts surrounding properties. 
 
In addition, Sec 1775.01 currently prohibits plants that are not considered noxious 
weeds by the State, including milkweed, which is vital to the development of 
Monarch butterflies.  
 
This ordinance will provide the Building Department with the necessary tools to 
cause the removal of uncontrolled bamboo and provide residents with more clear 
guidance on what plants are prohibited in Lakewood. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Shachner, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file the 
communication.  
 
Discussion: Councilmember Rader expressed support for the proposal, noting that he has heard 
concerns about the topic in the community. He also suggested that the legislation be referred to Keep 
Lakewood Beautiful. 
 
On the motion: All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
29. ORDINANCE 32-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council to amend 
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Section 1775.01, Weed, tall grass, nuisance vegetation or growths over sidewalks of the 
Codified Ordinances of the City of Lakewood, to amend what is considered a noxious or 
poisonous weed. (pg. 127) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Ordinance 32-2021 
to Keep Lakewood Beautiful and Housing, Planning & Development Committee. 
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 32-2021 referred to Keep Lakewood 
Beautiful and Housing, Planning & Development Committee. 

 
**** 

30. Report from Councilmember Kepple regarding ADA Task Force meeting. (to be provided) 
 
Councilmember Kepple delivered the following report: 
 

 The July meeting was cancelled due to the request for proposal submissions 
for the ADA transition plan consultant being due after the recurring monthly 
meeting date. The task force did meet on Tuesday August 19th at the Lawther 
Center/Senior Center West rather than City Hall due to the elevator at City Hall 
being out of order. Since the task force was formed during the pandemic, this was 
the first in-person meeting since the expiration of the remote public meeting state 
law. Several members of the task force pointed out the difficulty of participating 
in-person as persons with disabilities on a task force designed to address barriers 
to persons with disabilities. Given this feedback I followed up with our state 
representative Mike Skindell and state senator Nikki Antonio and learned about 
proposed House Bill 43 that would modify open meetings law to allow public 
bodies to meet and hold hearings via teleconference or videoconference. I will be 
keeping an eye on this bill and appraising the task force and council of updates.  
 Despite the barriers, the task force did meet on August 19th and reviewed the 
process and criteria sheet for evaluating the three received proposals. Task force 
members asked clarifying questions and engaged in initial discussion and left 
tasked with evaluating the proposals via the rubric. As a reminder, the task force  
was evaluating the proposals for our transition plan to make sure that all of our 
public city properties are ADA compliant. On September 3rd city planner Michelle 
Nochta notified members that the clear standout was DLZ. The administration has 
begun negotiations for a scope of services contract to be completed within the next 
4-6 weeks. It is also proposing that funds be allocated in the 2022 budget for the 
public right of way project. DLZ project manager Steven Metzer is giving a 
webinar tomorrow at noon entitled “Accessibility Requirements In Public Areas 
and Facilities,” which I will be attending. It is free for anyone else so if any 
colleagues or other interested members of the public would wish to attend you can 
do so as well. 
 

Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the report. 
 

**** 
31. Communication from Mayor George regarding a joint agreement with the Lakewood City 

Schools Board of Education to address fields and pool maintenance. (pg. 130) 
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Motion by Mayor George, seconded by President O’Malley to receive and file the 
communication. 
 
Discussion: President O’Malley and Law Director Corrigan discussed whether it was 
necessary for Council to formally authorize the agreement. Director Corrigan stated that the 
administration has authority to enter into such agreements on its own. Councilmember Rader 
suggested that the agreement could be attached to the pending legislation on the same topic – 
Resolution 2021-23. President O’Malley added that Councilmember Litten was a part of the 
MOU discussions and represented Council’s interests in those discussions.  
 
President O’Malley and Mayor George discussed the timing of the MOU. Mayor George asked 
for quick attention. Chief of Staff John Storey reported that the matter is being heard at 
tonight’s School Board meeting and the Board intends to take a vote on September 20th. 
President O’Malley scheduled a Committee of the Whole meeting for September 13th to 
discuss the matter.  
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer the communication 
to Committee of the Whole.  
 
Public Comment: 
 
Caitlin Magner, 15710 Westshore Court – Ms. Magner offered feedback on the proposed 
MOU. She asked for more specificity and hard deadlines in the MOU. She insisted that the 
field work must be performed this fall. She expressed a lack of confidence that the Rec. 
Department will follow through and asked the City to incorporate dispute resolution language 
into the MOU. 
 
Councilmember Litten remarked that for too long the city has been acting like a landlord 
without a lease. The MOU creates new accountability. If there are any issues, the City can 
point to the MOU. He emphasized that the city has committed to renovating Foxx and Usher 
Fields for next season. 
 
Julia Toke, 1682 Parkwood Rd. – Ms. Toke thanked the City and Schools for putting together 
the MOU in a short period of time. She offered her feedback on the proposed MOU. She 
questioned why the agreement can be terminated within 60 days and no ramifications for lack 
of follow through. 
 
AJ Magner, 15710 Westshore Court – Mr. Magner asked the city to proceed with the MOU 
and to build momentum from there. He offered some suggestions for the MOU and asked to 
have feedback from user groups incorporated into the School/City monthly meetings. 
 
Vince Franz, 1455 Waterbury – Mr. Franz thanked the city for drafting the MOU quickly. He 
asked for the city to have some kind of representation on CREC or in some other monthly 
collaborative space.  
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In response to the public comment Mayor George emphasized that the goal of this agreement 
is to repair the fields. She explained that Foxx and Usher will be scheduled to repairs in the 
spring at the first thaw. She acknowledged that residents/users are looking for a public forum 
to address concerns and to provide feedback. The Rec and city continue to discuss this.  
 
Councilmember Litten urged Council to act quickly to memorialize the MOU, which contains 
input from all of the city’s elected leaders and many residents.  
 
Councilmember Rader thanked the administration for its work on this issue. He remarked that 
he remains interested in discussing the Rec Department’s role in the community.  
 
Councilmember Bullock thanked the administration and the Schools for the MOU. He and the 
Mayor discussed the future schedule for repairing additional fields. The Mayor stated that the 
City will make a determination in 2023 about which field is in most need and repair that one. 
After that, the city will repair one field per year until 2026, when all fields will have been 
touched.  
 
Councilmember Bullock advocated for being more aggressive and repairing more than one 
field at a time.  
 
Mayor George replied that Cove and Stonehouse fields were recently done and that a field 
should only need to be re-done once every 6-7 years. She remarked that the city can reevaluate 
if a drastic need come to its attention. She noted that the budget will be $150,000 to $200,000 
per field and so six fields is substantial to the budget. 
 
President O’Malley thanked members of the public for their advocacy on this issue.  
 
On the motion: All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Communication referred to 
Committee of the Whole.  
 

**** 
 
32. Communication from Mayor George regarding Mayoral Appointment to the Lakewood 

Planning Commission. (pg. 139) 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
33. Communication from Director Leininger regarding an Amendment to Ordinance 2020-26 

Increasing the Cove Intergenerational Community Center Contract Amount to $5,150,000 
to Add the Replacement of the Existing Roof. (pg. 140) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
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34. RESOLUTION 2020-26A - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take 
effect at the earliest period allowed by law, amending Resolution No. 2020-26, adopted 
September 21, 2020 to increase the contracting authority from $4,150,000 to $5,150,000 
with Infinity Construction Co., Inc. in order to replace the roof on the future 
intergenerational community center known commonly as Cove Church. (pg. 141) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Resolution 2020-
26A to the Finance Committee. 
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Resolution 2020-26A referred to the Finance 
Committee. 

 
**** 

35. Communication from Director Leininger regarding Authorization to Sell Real Property 
Located at 1451 St. Charles. (pg. 143) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
36. ORDINANCE 30-2021 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least five members of Council, or otherwise to take effect 
and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing and directing the 
Director of Planning and Development or the Mayor to enter into an agreement for the sale 
of 1451 St. Charles Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio. (pg. 144) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Ordinance 30-2021 
to Housing, Planning & Development Committee.  
 
Discussion: Council and Director Leininger discussed some of the ongoing challenges with 
the property that make it less than desirable to developers during the two RFP processes. The 
property has been vacant for many years. 
 
On the motion: All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 30-2021 referred to 
Housing, Planning & Development Committee. 
 

**** 
37. Communication from Director Rancatore regarding Amended 2021 Purchasing and 

Contracting Authority. (pg. 147) 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
38. ORDINANCE 27-2020A - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
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to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, amending Ordinance 
27-2020 adopted December 21, 2020, authorizing the Mayor (Director of Public Safety), 
the Director of Public Works, the Director of Law, the Director of Finance, and/or the 
Purchasing Manager to enter into contracts for professional services, and to advertise for 
bids and enter into contracts for the purchase of repair maintenance and operating supplies, 
services and equipment as authorized by the 2021 Appropriation Ordinance and the 
Administrative Code of the City of Lakewood with the lowest and best bidder or bidders 
or as otherwise provided by law. (pg. 148) 

 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Ordinance 27-
2020A to the Finance Committee. 
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Ordinance 27-2020A referred to Finance 
Committee. 
 

**** 
39. Communication from Engineer Papke regarding Ohio Public Works Commission – 

Program Year 2023. (pg. 155) 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication. All members voted in favor. Motion passed. 
 

**** 
40. RESOLUTION 2021-41 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 

receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise 
to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, authorizing the 
Lakewood City Engineer to prepare and submit an application to participate in the Ohio 
Public Works Commission State Capital Improvement and/or Local Transportation 
Improvement Program(s) and to execute contracts as required. (pg. 156) 

Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to refer Resolution 2021-
41 to Public Works & Sustainability Committee. 
 
All members voted in favor. Motion passed. Resolution 2021-41 referred to Public Works & 
Sustainability Committee. 
 

**** 
41. Communication from Director Corrigan regarding a submerged lands lease at 1033 Summit 

Ave., Lakewood, Ohio. (pg. 158) 
 
Motion by President O’Malley, seconded by Vice President Litten to receive and file the 
communication.  
 
Discussion: Councilmember Rader advocated for passage tonight since the work has begun 
and the engineer has already signed off on it.  
 




