
MINUTES OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
May 23, 2022 
Auditorium 

 
Present: Councilmembers Baker, Bullock, Kepple, Litten (Chair), Rader, Shachner 
 
Also Present: Law Director Corrigan, Finance Director Rancatore, several members of the 
public, and Clerk Bach & Deputy Clerk Lascu taking minutes 
 
Call to Order: 6:07 p.m. 
 
Approval of the minutes of the May 16, 2022 Committee of the Whole. 

Motion by Chair Litten, seconded by Councilmember Kepple to approve the minutes from the 
Committee’s last meeting. All in favor. Motion passed. 

Interviews for the office of Member of Council, Ward 4 of Lakewood City Council. 

Mary Brown Interview 
 
Ms. Brown provided an introductory statement discussing her role as a community organizer in 
the aftermath of the gun violence at Madison Park in 2021. She concluded that her efforts 
resulted in successful partnerships, new investments, and ensured that the park was safe, active, 
and inclusive. Ms. Brown discussed her position as an educator in the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District and how she envisions her profession being a good complement to the role of 
councilmember. She remarked that she moved to Lakewood to experience its diversity and is an 
advocate for the community diversity.   
 
In response to a question from Councilmember Kepple about how she would equitably represent 
the entirety of Ward 4, Ms. Brown spoke about exploring strategies to promote housing 
affordability, welcome new residents, and increase voter turnout.  
 
In response to a question from Councilmember Rader regarding sustainability, Ms. Brown 
suggested that the city deputize volunteers to educate the public on sustainability topics. She 
described her property which is a certified rain garden and monarch habitat. She suggested the 
city develop programs and policies to incentivize sustainability, rather than penalize residents. 
 
In response to a question from President Litten about areas for personal growth, Ms. Brown 
indicated that she has a lot to learn about the logistical processes of Lakewood City Council, the 
research that informs certain city policies and the nuances of connecting with residents and 
communicating within city government.  
 
When asked if she would run for the seat, Ms. Brown stated that she would and that her 
commitment to service is strengthening and that she would love to grow into the role of 
councilmember.  
 



In response to a question, Ms. Brown identified the transient nature of Ward 4 residents and low 
voter turnout to be among the biggest challenges facing Ward 4.  
 
Councilmember Bullock applauded Ms. Brown for her role in the community-building efforts at 
Madison Park. Noting that Ms. Brown and others have made personal financial investments in 
this effort, he advocated for the City or for City Council to contribute financially.  
 
Councilmember Bullock asked Ms. Brown to share her thoughts on the downtown 
redevelopment plans. In the interest of time, Ms. Brown was asked to reply via email.  
 

*** 
 
Marissa Clark Interview 
 
Ms. Clark provided introductory remarks describing what attracted her to set down roots in 
Lakewood after living and working in multiple locations as a community organizer. She 
remarked that she was encouraged to apply and that she would bring a diverse perspective to 
Council.  
 
In response to a question about how she would build connections as a councilmember, Ms. Clark 
described her love of face-to-face canvassing and listening to people to build connections.  
 
Councilmember Rader asked Ms. Clark to describe how she might help move the city toward a 
clean energy future.  
 
In response, Ms. Clark spoke about previous organizing work that she did around the issue of 
climate justice. She explained that she would talk to residents in layperson terms and speak in a 
way that will help people connect these issues to their lives.  
 
In response to a question about the biggest issue facing Ward 4, Ms. Clark identified the transient 
nature of the residents and low voter turnout. She stated that she would like to address why 
residents may feel disconnected. 
 
In response to a question about whether she intends to run for the seat, Ms. Clark stated that 
whether appointed or not, she intends to speak with her neighbors to hear their concerns. She will 
run if she feels supported by neighbors and if resident needs are not being met.  
 
In response to a question, Ms. Clark shared her thoughts on the city’s approach to the downtown 
development and other development projects. She acknowledged that each development will 
have pros and cons as well as a particular impact on the tax base. She committed to evaluating all 
the data and listening to the community before taking a position. 
 

*** 
 
 
 



Ed Rand Interview 
 
Mr. Rand made introductory remarks discussing his career in project management and how the 
skills he applies in his job would translate to the role of councilmember. He remarked that he is a 
life-long resident and wants to give back to the community.  
 
In response to a question about the biggest challenge facing Ward 4, Mr. Rand identified the high 
number of renters and the rapid increase of housing and rental costs. He described the scenario of 
residents being forced to leave the city that has been their home for many years and potential 
new homeowners being priced out of the market. He committed to helping raise awareness of 
city programs that could help these individuals and to investigate what is behind these price 
increases.  
 
In response to a question about whether he would run for the seat, Mr. Rand stated that he would 
and that he has been considering it for a few years since he was approached by Councilmember 
Rader when he was going door-to-door.  
 
In response to a question about an area where he has room to grow, Mr. Rand identified public 
speaking.  
 
Noting the many strategies the city uses to communicate with residents, Councilmember 
Shachner asked what Mr. Rand would do differently to reach out to residents. 
 
Mr. Rand remarked that many residents may not have access to electronic resources and that he 
would hold regular meetings and communicate about resources face to face with residents.  
 
In response to a question about how he would equitably represent the ward, Mr. Rand replied 
that he would conduct regular town halls, polling, and emphasize the most suitable resources to 
assist resident.  
 
In response to a question about how the city can meet its sustainability goals, Mr. Rand stated 
that sustainability is a major focus of his. He advocated for an expansion of the city’s community 
gardens and for programs to offset the costs of planting gardens, composting, and rain barrels. 
He also advocated for installing more solar panels in city property.  
 
In response to a question, Mr. Rand spoke more about his career. He stated that he works in 
operations-focused projects and takes pride in making things go smooth for frontline workers.  
 
In response to a question about the former Lakewood Hospital site, Mr. Rand stated that the 
closure of the hospital could have been handled better and that it reduced health care access, 
likely raised costs, and did not contribute to an improvement in quality for residents. He 
expressed interest in studying the impact of the closure.  
 
Regarding other development projects in the city, Mr. Rand expressed excitement about the 
potential revitalization of the lakefront and the east end of Detroit.  
 



In response to a question, Mr. Rand spoke about other service opportunities that might interest 
him if he were not appointed to Council.  
 

*** 
 

Jason Frederick Interview 

Mr. Frederick delivered an opening statement centered on his life’s path and what led him to live 
in Lakewood. He has lived in the city for 8 years with his wife and two children. He bought a 
house in Lakewood after moving from Chicago and is grateful for the friends and community he 
has found here. Mr. Frederick stated that the city of Lakewood generally does a lot well, is an 
efficient community, and has a lot of what people are looking for in a town. 

Councilmember Bullock and Mr. Frederick discussed his presence at the Lakewood Arts 
Festival. Mr. Frederick noted he participates in and enters his artwork into the festival for fun, 
adding it’s been a great way to meet thousands of people in Lakewood. 

Councilmember Bullock highlighted the former Lakewood Hospital site development and asked 
how Mr. Frederick would approach larger development and citywide issues as a member of 
Council. Mr. Frederick expressed hope that as a member of Council he would be privy to more 
information about development projects, as they often confuse and frustrate residents, so he 
could better explain Council’s reasoning for its decisions. 

Councilmember Shachner asked Mr. Frederick why he thinks there are lots of resident questions, 
citing the public review process that has gone on the past several weeks, postings on the city 
website, several articles published in local newspapers, etc. Mr. Frederick surmised that 
information on the projects is being disseminated, however people are not interested in reading it 
and need the information further simplified. Mr. Shachner further questioned how Mr. Frederick 
would deliver information on the project. Mr. Frederick cited community meetings hosted by 
former Ward 4 Councilmember Dan O’Malley and former Mayor Mike Summers. 

Mr. Frederick continued by citing positive interactions with various city services. 

Councilmember Baker asked Mr. Frederick what challenges are unique to Ward 4, as opposed to 
the rest of the city, and how he would meet them. Mr. Frederick cited housing affordability as a 
key issue in Ward 4, adding that it is one of the last few places in Lakewood where a middle to 
low-income family has a chance to buy a home. He surmised about raising the minimum wage 
locally and limiting opportunities for outside buyers to purchase Lakewood homes. 

Chair Litten asked Mr. Frederick if he would run for the seat whether he was appointed or not, 
and what other areas of interest he might have in serving the public. Mr. Frederick stated that he 
had not given it thought, as his friends encouraged him to come out for the interview. He 
expressed interest in helping put together a music or art festival in Lakewood, that could also 
double as a get out to vote event. 



*** 

Ruth Gillett Interview 

Ms. Gillett provided an opening statement that highlighted her long-time residency, interest in 
addressing resident/ward issues, and energy for increasing political engagement and voter 
turnout in the ward now that she’s retired from a career in public service. 

Councilmember Kepple thanked Ms. Gillett for her career & service, and asked Ms. Gillett how 
she would be effective in Ward 4, which is the city’s most socioeconomically diverse ward. Ms. 
Gillett expressed a commitment to be inclusive to stakeholders in the ward, looking to engage 
residents in a door-to-door campaign and to provide outreach to naturally existing community 
groups. 

Councilmember Baker asked Ms. Gillett what unique challenges Ward 4 faces, compared to the 
rest of the city. Ms. Gillett responded citing housing livability as a key issue. She noted that 
lower income people are paying a higher dollar now for substandard housing and expressed 
concern about code enforcement to enhance housing quality and curb appeal. She stated Ward 4 
has a significantly older population due to ethnic populations and people liker herself who are 
aging in place, adding that there is concern amongst her age cohort that there’s no single floor 
housing available for them to stay in Lakewood. 

Councilmember Rader inquired of Ms. Gillett how a city could do environmental justice issues 
alongside of things like affordable housing, considering the added costs of composting, clean 
energy aggregation, etc. Ms. Gillett cited her experience on the Keep Lakewood Beautiful Board, 
which brough Rust Belt Riders, a local business, to increase composting accessibility through 
establishing drop off spots throughout the city. She noted that not everyone can afford solar 
panels and that her dream would be to have a citywide composting program. She expressed 
support for the city’s sustainability plan and other associated initiatives. 

Chair Litten asked Ms. Gillett whether she would run for the seat whether she was appointed or 
not, and if there was an area that she lacks in on which she would like to improve upon. Ms. 
Gillett replied she was uncertain about running and stated she would like to gain a better grasp 
on municipal budgeting and to work with the administration to better understand how public 
resources are spent. 

Councilmember Bullock asked how Ms. Gillett would approach larger developments like the 
former Lakewood Hospital site, and how the city could benefit from her experience in county 
government. Ms. Gillett stated she would provide updates on projects to people in her ward, 
noting the importance of evaluating how a project could impact property values, the quality of 
life, and grassroots ward issues. In her experience with the county, she learned the importance of 
building relationships with administrations and elected officials in order to get things done based 
upon mutual interest and trust. 



Given Ms. Gillett’s breadth of experience at the county level, Chair Litten asked how she sees 
her path applying to being on City Council, and whether there was anything she would’ve 
changed or done differently at the county. Ms. Gillett described her service as one that strived to 
be based on the servant leader model. She quipped about her time at the county and added how 
retirement has provided her time to look back at plenty of decisions. 

Ms. Gillett asked what characteristics Council is looking for in a colleague. Chair Litten stated 
the body is looking for someone who is a good fit for Ward 4, represents unique aspects of Ward 
4, is communicative, a team player, has her/his own opinions. He added that he tries to stay true 
to the process and makes a point to not a have front runner coming into it. He noted that he 
barely knew Councilmember Kepple going into a previous appointment process and spoke 
highly of her service. He concluded by stating Council is looking to stay true to the process and 
find the best person, with as many of those ingredients as possible. 

*** 

Chair Litten noted that Bill Denihan, who led the ADAMHS Board for many years and was an 
incredible public servant, had passed away that day. He asked that Mr. Denihan be recognized 
for his service that evening. 

Chair Litten adjourned the meeting without objection at 8:06 p.m. 


