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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
March 28, 2022 
AUDITORIUM 

 
Present: Councilmembers Litten (Chair), Shachner, & Baker 
 
Also Present: Councilmembers Bullock, Rader, & Kepple, Planning Director Leininger, Public 
Works Director Ducu, Police Chief Kaucheck, Mayor Meghan George, Law Director Corrigan, 
Assistant Law Director Swallow, Prosecutors Andrew Fleck, Myriam Miranda, Human Services 
Director Gelsomino, Chief of Staff Storey, member of the public, Deputy Clerk Lascu and Clerk 
Bach taking minutes 
 
Call to Order: 6:03 p.m. 
 

Approval of the minutes of the November 8, 2021 meeting of the Public Safety 
Committee. 

 
Motion and a second to approve the minutes of the November 8, 2021 meeting of the Public 
Safety Committee. A voice vote was conducted as follows: 
 
Yeas: Litten, Shachner 
Nays: none 
Abstain: Baker 
 
Motion passed. Minutes approved. 

*** 
 

Communication from Councilmembers Kepple & Shachner regarding sidewalk 
snow removal. (Referred to Public Safety 2/22/22) 

Councilmember Shachner remarked on his joint communication with Councilmember Kepple, 
stating that the rationale of the communication was to better understand the various procedures 
and lines of communication within City Hall related to sidewalk snow removal. Upon inspecting 
the relevant ordinances, it was his opinion that changes in policy and procedure could mainly be 
made without amending the Code. 
 
Councilmember Shachner shared some of what he learned and discussed in meetings with the 
administration on this topic. He stated that it is only the police who have the authority to cite 
property owners for failure to clear sidewalks; not the Building Department, as is commonly 
assumed. However, it is not an appropriate use of police resources to patrol for this issue.  
When Building Department and Public Works Department are out in the community and observe 
poor sidewalk conditions, they can report those to the police for enforcement. 
 
Councilmember Shachner expressed his position that landlords and commercial properties 
should not get warnings for failure to clear sidewalks and that clearing sidewalks of snow is part 
of the responsibility of running a business. He added that although some lease agreements pass 
this responsibility onto the tenant, that it is not the city’s role to negotiate that relationship and 
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that citations should go to the property owner, who then has the option of passing it on to their 
tenant. He remarked that this should be covered at the landlord training seminar and that 
warnings should be reserved for homeowners.  
 
Ms. Swallow explained that historically the Building Department will respond to complaints by 
leaving a door hanger on a door. The city has never prosecuted anyone for failure to remove 
snow but agreed to Councilmember Shachner’s point that it is appropriate to cite commercial 
properties, if the conditions are verified by Lakewood police. Accordingly, this year, Public 
Works employees were deployed to clear some sidewalks and commercial properties were 
charged for that service.  
 
Councilmember Shachner stressed that homeowners who live on corner lots have the added 
responsibility of clearing all the way to the crosswalk and that the city should remind them of 
this.  
 

ORDINANCE 06-2022 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council 
amending Sections 351.026 Emergency During Heavy Snow Storms and 351.27 
Parking Regulations During Emergency of the Lakewood Codified Ordinances to 
clarify and update those sections. 

 
Ms. Swallow explained that Ord. 06-2022 streamlines two sections of the code (351.026 and 
351.27) into one section and clarifies that a snow emergency on marked streets will happen 
automatically if there is four or more inches of snowfall within 24 hours. Any snow emergency 
that involves other non-marked streets would have to be announced by the Director of Public 
Safety.  
 
Ms. Swallow pointed out a typo in Section three (a) as follows: 
 On streets posted as emergency snow ban streets, an emergency shall exist without 
announcement whenever during… 
 
Councilmember Bullock asked if the administration would consider updating the list of snow 
emergency streets in response to resident feedback. 
 
Mayor George clarified that the current snow ban streets are posted online, and that the 
administration will consider reevaluating them as issues arise and conditions change. 
 
Through additional discussion it was clarified that the parking ban will go into effect 
automatically on designated snow emergency streets and that the ordinance authorizes the 
Director of Public Safety to declare a city-wide snow emergency in which all on-street parking is 
prohibited. The ordinance does not authorize the Director of Public Safety to call a snow 
emergency on a street-by-street basis.  
 
Recognizing the burden of finding parking, Mayor George stated that an all-city snow 
emergency would only be called under drastic circumstances. 
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Still do have designated streets. Designation is AUTOMATIC. Anything further would have to 
be called. Calling a city-wide ban would be drastic and be burdensome for parking.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Litten to recommend adoption of Ord. 06-2022 with the word 
“whatever” removed in line two of section three. All members voted in favor. Motion passed.  
 

*** 
ORDINANCE 11-2022 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least five (5) members of Council, or otherwise to 
take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, amending 
Chapter 549.10, Fireworks, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Lakewood in 
order to address and account for changes made to Ohio law and adopt a conforming 
local ordinance regulating fireworks. 

 
Assistant Prosecutor Fleck explained that HB 172 relaxed Ohio’s fireworks laws to allow 
discharge and possession of fireworks but allows cities to restrict and ban their discharge. Prior 
to the enactment of the law, individuals purchasing fireworks within the state were required to 
sign an affidavit that they would bring the fireworks across state lines within 48 hours.  
 
The Committee and the Law Department discussed the city’s practices for prosecuting fireworks 
crimes. The Law Department acknowledged that fireworks crimes are difficult to charge because 
police need to witness the crime. Prosecutor Miranda discussed a case a year and a half ago 
whereby a group of veterans with a history of PTSD presented video evidence of a large 
fireworks display going off. The Department investigated and used mediation. It also educated 
the veterans on the city’s limitations. Approaching July 4th, the city also reminds people in water 
bills and on social media that it is illegal to discharge fireworks.  
 
Councilmember Baker raised awareness about problems that fireworks cause for pets and combat 
veterans. 
 
Through additional discussion, it was established that Ord. 11-2022 prohibits the discharge of 
fireworks within the City. It does not prohibit the possession, sale, or manufacture. 
 
The committee discussed the penalty in the ordinance which is Misdemeanor 1. The committee 
and the Law Department agreed that it was the appropriate penalty given the seriousness of the 
crime.  
 
A motion was made and seconded to recommend Ord. 11-2022 for adoption. All members voted 
in favor. Motion passed. Ord. 11-2022 recommended for adoption. 
 

*** 
ORDINANCE 14-2022 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council 
repealing Section 549.19 Pocket Knives, of the Lakewood Codified Ordinances. 
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Prosecutor Miranda explained that in April 2021, the Statehouse passed HB 140 to redefine 
weapons to exclude knives, razors, and other cutting instruments, unless these items were being 
carried, indicated, or used as weapons. Accordingly, this requires the City to repeal Section 
549.19 which specifically prohibits pocket knives.  
 
In response to a question, she clarified that a pocket knife used as weapon can be charged under 
the local concealed carry weapon ordinance. 
 
Ms. Miranda discussed an example whereby a person is stopped for a traffic offense and a pocket 
knife is identified during a pat-down. In this case, the knife is not being used as a weapon but is 
still illegal under the current code.  
 
She further explained that the Law Department has discretion in every case and will always base 
decisions on whether or not to prosecute on fairness to the defendant.  
 
A motion was made and seconded to recommend Ord. 14-2022 for adoption. All members voted 
in favor. Motion passed. Ord. 14-2022 recommended for adoption. 
 

ORDINANCE 15-2022 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least five (5) members of Council, or otherwise to 
take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, amending Section 
335.01, Driver’s or Commercial Driver’s License Required, of the Codified 
Ordinances of the City of Lakewood in order update the penalties for violation of 
this provision to match those established in the Ohio Revised Code.  
 

Prosecutor Miranda explained that the legislation pertains to the requirement to have a driver’s 
license. LCO currently penalizes a person driving without a license with a 1st degree 
misdemeanor. Ord. 15-2022 amends the Code to comport with Ohio Revised Code and changes 
the penalty of a first offense to an unclassified misdemeanor. Misdemeanor 1 would now be the 
penalty for a subsequent offense.  
 
A motion was made and seconded to recommend Ord. 15-2022 for adoption. All members voted 
in favor. Motion passed. Ord. 15-2022 recommended for adoption. 
 
 
  


