
MINUTES OF THE HOUSING, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
MARCH 28, 2022 
AUDITORIUM 

 
Present: Councilmembers Bullock, Kepple, & Shachner 
 
Also Present: Councilmember Baker, Litten & Rader, Zack Wyman & Lindsey Popken of 
Cadmus Group, Chief of Staff Storey, Planning Director Leininger, Clerk Bach, a member of the 
public, & Deputy Clerk Lascu taking minutes 
 
Call to Order: 7:06 pm.  
 
Approval of the minutes of the March 21, 2022 Housing, Planning & Development 
Committee meetings. 
 
Motion by Chairman Bullock, seconded by Councilmember Kepple to approve the minutes from 
the March 21, 2022 Housing, Planning & Development Committee meeting. All in favor. 
Minutes approved. 
 
RESOLUTION 2022-09 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it receives 
the vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take effect at the 
earliest period allowed by law, expressing the City’s intention to become a SolSmart-
designated community to improve solar market conditions, making it faster, easier, and 
more affordable for the City’s residents and businesses to install solar energy systems. 
(Referred to HPD 3/21/22) 
 
Chairman Bullock and Councilmember Bullock provided an introduction of the legislation, 
noting that its intent is to create an administrative environment focused on bettering climate 
action adoption citywide. Councilmember Rader stated he’s worked with SolSmart 
professionally in other states. The committee members stated with the initiative they are looking 
to implement solar energy installation as a regular process in the Building & Housing approval 
system. There are currently 40-60 solar homes in the city which has approximately 27,000 
structures. The focus is to make it an easy and regular option to property owners. 
 
Zack Wyman and Linsdey Popken of Cadmus Group, a consulting company working with the 
SolSmart program, introduced themselves and their backgrounds. Cadmus Group serves as the 
technical assistance provider for the SolSmart Program, which is sponsored by the Department of 
Energy. 
 
Mr. Wyman and Ms. Popken gave an abbreviated presentation on the SolSmart program. 
SolSmart is a national technology assistance program to encourage growth in the solar market in 
cities, small towns, regional organizations, and counties. The technical assistance is available at 
no cost and the program is tailored to a respective community. There are 400 communities 
nationwide, with over 70 credits & multiple pathways to achieve a bronze, silver, or gold 
SolSmart designation. 
 



Ohio has 9 SolSmart communities, which include 6 Bronze (Cleveland, Franklin County, Athens 
County, Somerset, Amesville, and Athens), 2 Silver (Oberlin and Mid-Ohio RPC), and 1 Gold 
(Upper Arlington). 
 
Some of the benefits of solar development include economic development, increased property 
tax income, local power generation, achievement of local climate change and sustainability 
goals, and lower impact on the energy grid. 
 
SolSmart’s role is to reduce soft costs to increase solar development within a community. Soft 
costs can account for close to 66% of the total cost of a solar PV system. It also looks to 
streamline local regulatory processes and can reduce cost of a typical system by $2500. Onerous 
permitting procedures without guidance can add $700 to the installed cost of a solar system. 
 
The technical assistance consists of working with local officials to update processes using best 
practices. There is no cost, but communities must commit staff time to working toward a 
SolSmart designation, with the delivery of assistance being conducted online or via conference 
call. 
 
Mr. Wyman then explained the point requirements for the three levels of SolSmart designations. 
 
Chairman Bullock summarized the presentation noting that the program does not seek to devote 
city dollars, however the goal is to unlock city processes to allow private property owners 
investment in solar. 
 
Councilmember Kepple asked what the benefits might be of Lakewood moving forward with 
SolSmart if the county is already doing it. Committee members explained that creating a better 
environment for solar to grow may increase opportunities to get outside funding for furthering 
solar projects/initiatives. They also added the designation may assist Lakewood’s reputation and 
influence where people choose to move and live. 
 
Chairman Bullock asked where the SolSmart designation has attracted developers. Mr. Wyman 
stated that developers don’t spend time on solar if the process is burdensome. SolSmart’s 
assistance with soft costs and tailoring to a community provides a city with a level of control and 
furtherance of resources. 
 
Chairman Bullock inquired whether there would be enough staff involvement in SolSmart. 
Director Leininger stated the Planning Department has contemplated it and has assigned city 
planner Amanda Kramer to take a deep dive into the program. It appears Lakewood may already 
have Bronze level qualifications. Planning is also looking to kick off a rewrite of the zoning code 
and the city can capture SolSmart solar best practices through that process. The RFP for a rewrite 
will happen late this year and kick off in 2023. A code rewrite could be a 18-24 month process. 
Councilmembers expressed optimism on achieving higher levels of SolSmart and volunteered to 
help the Planning Department in their work. 
 
Motion by Chairman Bullock, seconded by Councilmember Kepple to recommend Resolution 
2022-09 for adoption by the full Council. 



Discussion: Councilmember Rader stated for disclosure that he does work in solar on the non-
profit side of the business, and is not an installer. He reiterated that the SolSmart program does 
not ask for money and merely accepts free help through the Department of Energy. 
 
On the motion: All in favor. Motion passed. Resolution 2022-09 was recommended for adoption. 
 
The meeting was adjourned without objection at 7:44p.m. 



Lakewood, OH SolSmart Designation

Agenda

Introductions
• SolSmart Technical Assistance Providers: Zack Wyman and Lindsey Popken
• City Council SolSmart Sponsors: Tom Bullock, Kyle Baker, and Tristan Rader 

SolSmart Program Overview
• Intro to SolSmart
• Benefits of Solar Development
• Technical Assistance and Program Methodology

Discussion
• Lakewood’s SolSmart Goals 
• Questions

Intro to SolSmart

What is it?
National technical assistance and designation program designed to recognize 
cities, counties, and small towns for encouraging solar energy growth and 
addressing barriers to solar energy. Technical assistance is available at no cost.

We tailor program/TA to the community
• Worked with over 400 communities nationwide
• Over 70 credits and multiple pathways to designation. Every designated 

community has earned designation in a distinct way
Bronze, Silver, and Gold Designation Levels

Ohio SolSmart Communities

• 9 communities in Ohio have been designated under SolSmart
• 6 Bronze: Cleveland, Franklin County, Athens County, Somerset, Amesville, and 

Athens (Actively engaged for level-up)
• 2 Silver: Oberlin and Mid-Ohio RPC
• 1 Gold: Upper Arlington

• Multiple other Ohio communities and organizations are actively engaged and 
working towards designation, including the Buckeye Hills Regional Council, 
SOPEC, and Cuyahoga County



Benefits of Solar Development

• Economic development (new businesses and jobs)
• Increased property tax income
• Local power generation that benefits the community
• Helps meet local climate change and sustainability goals
• Reduces utility bills for residents and businesses
• Reduces air pollution and improves local health outcomes
• Enhances local resilience
• Low-impact large scale development can provide water quality protection, habitat 

value, agricultural opportunities 

What is SolSmart’s Role in Solar Development?

SolSmart provides best practices and guidance in areas that lead to decreasing the soft costs of solar 
and increasing solar development within a community.
• Soft costs can account for close to 66% of the total cost of a solar PV system’s cost
• Streamlining local regulatory processes can reduce the cost of a typical system by $2,500. Onerous 

permitting procedures can add $700 to the installed cost.
• SolSmart increases solar development through guidance in areas such as municipal installations, 

Solarize campaigns, utility engagement, etc.

Technical Assistance

• SolSmart technical assistance providers work with elected officials, local government 
staff, and community members to help communities update processes using 
established best practices

• The technical assistance is funded by SolSmart, and there is no cost to the 
community
• Communities must commit staff time to working toward SolSmart designation
• Communities must demonstrate a commitment to achieving designation

• Delivery of technical assistance can be tailored to fit the community needs
• Online – resource library, email, templates
• Phone – conference calls, webinars, trainings

SolSmart Criteria

Pre-requisite credits required for each designation level
PR-1 is the starting point to designation

Point requirements 
Point requirements can be met via multiple categories

1. Permitting and Inspection
2. Planning and Zoning
3. Government Operations
4. Community Engagement
5. Market Development



Designation Structure

To receive designation, communities must complete the following:

Complete 3 prerequisites Attain SolSmart Bronze and Attain SolSmart Silver and
20 points in Permitting & Inspection Complete 3 Silver pre-reqs Complete 2 Gold pre-reqs
20 points in Planning & Zoning 100 total points 200 total points
60 total points

Bronze Requirements

Pre-requisites
1. Provide a document that demonstrates your local government’s commitment to pursue 

SolSmart designation (PR-1)
2. Post an online checklist detailing the required permit(s), submittals, and steps of your 

community’s permitting process for small rooftop solar PV (PI-1)
3. Review zoning requirements and identify restrictions that intentionally or unintentionally 

prohibit solar PV development. Compile findings in a memo. (PZ-1) 
Point requirements

1. 20 points in Permitting and Inspection
2. 20 points in Planning and Zoning
3. 20 points in Government Operations, Community Engagement, and Market Development

The SolSmart Designation Process SolSmart Resources

SolSmart Resources
• Resource Page - https://solsmart.org/resources/
• Benefits of SolSmart - https://solsmart.org/how-we-help/why-should-you-apply/
• SolSmart Program Criteria Link - https://solsmart.org/wp-content/uploads/SolSmart-

Program-Guide-2021.pdf
• SolSmart FAQ - https://solsmart.org/faqs/



Progress to Date

Notes:
1. PR-1: Solar statement and Council resolution
2. Cadmus has provided PR-1, PR-2, and PR-3 templates
3. Cadmus has sent an initial Scorecard for consideration

Goals and Questions

Lakewood’s SolSmart Goals
• Help build citizen trust in solar PV and renewable energy and standardize the permitting, inspection, and installation

processes.
• Continue to be a solar PV leader in Ohio, joining the 9 other communities that have achieved designation.
• Highlight the interrelated relationship/benefits between solar PV, electric vehicles, community greening, etc.
• Incorporate SolSmart and solar goals into ongoing Climate Action Planning efforts

Follow-up Questions
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