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MINUTES OF THE HOUSING, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
April 12, 2021 

Virtual Meeting 
 

Present: Councilmembers Shachner (Chair), Rader, & Kepple 
 
Also Present: City Architect Allison Hennie, Planning Director Leininger, Mayor George, 
Public Works Director Ducu, Councilmember Bullock, Clerk Bach taking minutes 
 
Call to Order: 6:45 p.m. 
 

Approval of the minutes of the March 1, 2021 Housing, Planning & Development 
Committee meeting. 
 

Minutes of the March 1, 2021 Housing, Planning & Development Committee meeting were 
approved by unanimous consent.  
 

**** 
 

RESOLUTION 2020-31B - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take 
effect at the earliest period allowed by law, amending Resolution No. 2020-31A, adopted 
September 21, 2020, extending the authorization of the Planning Commission to grant 
temporary conditional use permits for outdoor/seasonal dining facilities through 
December 31, 2022 to qualifying applicants. 

 
Mayor George introduced the legislation and explained that it proposes to extend the temporary 
outdoor dining program that was established to help restauranters during the pandemic. The 
extension would be until December 31, 2022. Mayor George requested that the Committee adopt 
a substitute version of the legislation that excludes parklets from the temporary outdoor dining 
program. She stated that she has safety concerns about parklets, particularly in light of the recent 
tragic motor vehicle accident. She asked that parklets be removed from the legislation and be 
addressed separately.  
 
In response to an inquiry by the Chair, Director Leininger explained that outdoor dining is 
allowed as a conditional use and must be reviewed annually by the administration and Planning 
Commission. The administration and Planning Commission will review any police action and/or 
noise complaints. This review occurred at the most recent Planning Commission meeting. 
Planning Commission also approved two new temporary outdoor dining proposals and tabled a 
proposal for a parklet due to safety concerns.  
 
Director Leininger spoke further about the parklet proposal from Bar Italia and Nature’s Oasis. 
The application was initiated in October 2020 and proposed a location on Westwood. The City 
safety forces did not like the off-set intersection at Westwood and felt the parklet would be safer 
on Detroit. The applicant adjusted the application accordingly and presented it to Planning 
Commission where Planning Commission then deliberated on the preferred location. Planning 
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Commission also suggested shifting the parklet east and strengthening the barricades. Planning 
Commission offered to hold a special meeting to expedite the application once these items were 
addressed.  
 
Chairman Shachner inquired if the Planning Commission had discussed the possibility of making 
parklets permanent. 
 
Director Leininger replied that the City only has one parklet and so it has not had ample 
opportunity to learn and study parklets. He noted that additional concerns have continued to 
come up around parklets such as sight lines and general safety of customers. He acknowledged 
that the City has guidelines in place to mitigate these concerns but that not all risk can be 
mitigated. He further noted that other communities are facing issues with parklets as well.  
 
Director Leininger stated that the City has learned some lessons about outdoor dining in general 
and will be revisiting outdoor dining regulations again as the temporary outdoor dining program 
begins to sunset. He provided some initial thoughts on this matter. 
 
The Committee discussed how other communities are currently managing outdoor dining and 
parklets. 
 
It was clarified that although parklets are not discussed in Resolution 2020-31B, that the Mayor 
is asking for a substitute to explicitly exclude them from the temporary outdoor dining program.  
 
Referencing the recent robust discussion in Planning Commission around the newest parklet 
proposal, Councilmember Rader observed that the current process for vetting parklet proposals 
has seemed to operate smoothly.  
 
Mayor George stated that she wants to be on the record with her safety concerns about parklets. 
She stated that parklets are not fully vetted and that more needs to be done to make them safer 
before the City commits to them.  
 
Director Leininger acknowledged that while Planning Commission is doing well managing the 
process, the process is set up to allow Planning Commission to overrule the City safety forces, 
which presents a potential conflict.  
 
The Committee asked if the express parking will also be extended. 
 
The administration clarified that that program was enacted through separate legislation. It was 
stated that the Mayor has the authority to create, extend, or modify this program through 
executive action and so there is no need to pass legislation because the Mayor plans to continue 
the program.  
 
Councilmember Bullock expressed support for extending the temporary outdoor dining program, 
noting the success of the program. He stated that he would like to allow for the continued 
possibility of parklets and explained his reasons.  
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Councilmember Shachner acknowledged the mayor’s position on parklets but disagreed. He 
expressed confidence in the current system by which the Planning Commission vets the parklet 
applications. He expressed confidence that the Planning Commission will yield to the 
recommendations of the safety forces.  
 
Councilmember Rader suggested that the City “stay the course” with parklets to collect more 
data. He also suggested that the City take up a permanent legislation on parklets prior to the 
expiration of this legislation. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to recommend adoption of Resolution 2020-31B. A roll call 
vote was conducted as follows: 
Yeas: Shachner, Rader, Kepple 
Nays: none 
Motion adopted. Resolution 2020-31B recommended for adoption. 
 

**** 
 

ORDINANCE 14-2021 - AN ORDINACE to take effect immediately provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or 
otherwise to take effect an be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, enacting 
Chapter XX, Public Art Advisory Board, of the Lakewood Codified Ordinances to 
establish a permanent Public Art Advisory Board for the purpose of collaborating with 
City officials regarding its public art policies and practices, promoting the City’s public 
art initiatives, and educating residents on the benefits of public art on public and private 
properties.  

 
Director Leininger introduced the legislation, explaining that it will create an official public art 
advisory board to help guide the City. In 2015 the City created a volunteer Public Art Task Force 
which studied the use of public art and made nine recommendations. One of those 
recommendations was to create a permanent Public Art Board. 
 
The public art program has been in place since 2015 and as the program continues to develop 
and expand, a Board is needed to help carry out the mission of public art. Director Leininger 
reviewed the language of the legislation and the qualifications the City is seeking in Board 
members.  
 
Through discussion it was clarified that the Board will be comprised of seven members, 
including five voting members. The two non-voting members would be the City Architect and 
the Public Works employee. 
 
Councilmember Rader advocated for a balance of appointees between council and the mayor.  
 
Through discussion it was clarified that Council may appoint a councilmember as a voting 
member or another appointee. Council has one additional appointee.  
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At the request of Councilmember Bullock, the City Architect provided a brief overview on the 
City’s progress on the nine recommendations of the Public Art Task Force.  
 
A motion was made and seconded to recommend adoption of Ordinance 14-2021. A roll call 
vote was conducted as follows: 
Yeas: Shachner, Rader, Kepple 
Nays: none 
Motion adopted. Ordinance 14-2021 recommended for adoption. 
 
Housing, Planning & Development adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m. 
  


