
 

 

TAEB Minutes March 9,2022 
 
Attendees: David Sangree, Matt Krems, Rita Stevens, Thom Evans and Linda Grandstaff 
 
The meeting via Zoom started at 6:08 pm.  Following a motion by David, seconded by Matt, the 
minutes of the Feb. 9,2022 meeting were approved.  
 
Rita has formally joined the Board and there remains an open seat on the Board. The Mayor’s 
office issued a call for applicants.   
 
Thom reported that the tree planting contract was approved on March 7 following an open bid 
process. Green Leaf was approved with the lowest/best bid, of $131,600, which includes Deer 
Protection guards for newly planted trees. Planting will begin in midApril.  The species to be 
planted are under review and the Gold Rain Tree was removed as an invasive species.  Rita 
has developed a process to have online links to the species list, to provide quick information to 
residents reviewing the list.   
 
There has not been action on the Urban Forester position yet.  Thom indicated that if approved 
and filled, there would be a focus on updating the tree inventory, either on the current Davy 
TreeKeeper system or an alternative Bartlett system.  Thom also noted that there were no bids 
for the stem removal contract (of approx. 150 stumps on tree lawns) and there would be 
additional efforts to identify potential contractors. 
 
Thom and his assistant Shelby will look into including private tree planting information on the 
back of the city water bills.  
 
There was a discussion of the Most Distinguished Tree Contest in conjunction with the 
Lakewood Observer. Linda forwarded a writeup on the tree contest process to the board and to 
the Lakewood Observer, to start on Arbor Day. 
 
Thom invited the board to participate in the Lakewood Arbor Day Celebration on April 29, at the 
Cove Community Center which will include a tree planting 
 
Thom reported that the city was awarded a $50,000 Tree Canopy Grant, to partially fund the 
planting of 400 trees in 16 equity zones in Lakewood in the fall 2022.There is a 63% local 
match. 
 
Thom also noted that Lakewood received continued recognition as a Tree City USA, for the 44th 
year.  Lakewood is one of the longest tenured tree cities in Ohio.  
 
Following a motion by Linda, seconded by David, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by  
Linda Grandstaff, Chair/Secretary 


