
 

 

TAEB Minutes April 13, 2022 
 
Attendees: Thom Evans, David Sangree, Rita Stevens, Matt Krems, Linda Grandstaff, Sarah 
Kepple 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6 pm via Zoom.  Following a motion by David, seconded by 
Rita the minutes of the March meeting were approved as submitted. There was a discussion of 
whether meetings should continue to be held via Zoom or resume in person.  For the near term, 
it was agreed to make the decision month to month.   
 
The Distinguished Tree Contest process was published in the Lakewood Observer on March 16, 
2022.  Nominations may be submitted from 4/29 through 6/30.  Voting will take place 7/1 
through 31.  Various merchants will be solicited for prizes.   
 
There was an update of the Lakewood city website, linking TAEB information to the Streets and 
Forestry page.  It was noted that there was an announcement on the city’s Facebook page of 
the spring tree planting.  There was a discussion of the cost of private tree planting, as the 
website indicates that it is $329 but the vendor recently charged $379. Thom offered to look into 
this.   
 
There was a discussion of the tree seedling giveaway to third graders by resident Ed Denk.  
Rita offered to write up an article on the gift in the Lakewood Observer.   
 
A recent program on using social media effectively to encourage tree planting and maintenance 
was offered by Tree City and the materials were distributed to the board members.  Thom 
provided an update on the city spring tree planting.  As of April 8, two thirds of the 170-180 trees 
to be planted had been installed.  The county grant requires a minimum of 150 trees.  
 
There was a discussion of the Urban Forester position.  Sarah believed that the position funding 
was included in the budget, which will be confirmed.  
 
There will be an Arbor Day ceremony at the Cove Community Center on April 29 at 2 pm with a 
tree planting.  Members of the board were invited to attend.   
 
The stump grinding contract will be revised and resubmitted for bids after no bids on the original 
were received.  Deer protection for new trees is on back order. The city received approval of a 
county grant for $50,000 for the fall 2022, Spring 2023 tree planting, which will be focused on 
the southern zones of the city.   
 
After a motion by Rita, seconded by David, the meeting was adjourned at 7 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Linda Grandstaff, Chair/Secretary 


