
 

 

TAEB Minutes June 9, 2021 
 
Attendees: Matt Krems, Roman Ducu. Laura Balliett, Sarah Kepple, Lara Roketenetz, Linda 
Grandstaff, Tom Bullock 
 
The meeting came to order at 6:10 pm. After a motion by Lara, seconded by Laura, the minutes 
of the May 12, 2021 were approved as submitted.  
 
The question was raised as to when the committee could resume in person meetings but was 
not resolved. Linda will pursue with the city. There was a suggestion that we could possibly 
meet in August at Lakewood Park as a part of the Community Arboretum project. Linda will 
discuss with the city also.  
 
There was a discussion of recent storm damage and the removal or pruning of several trees. 
The majority of the trees were city owned.  There was also discussion of the proposed 
ordinance on the tree removal notice process, which is continuing to be discussed by the 
Sustainability Committee of City Council led by Tristan Rader.  It was mentioned that in Rocky 
River if a mature tree is being removed in relation to a residential addition, garage construction, 
etc. the home owner is required to apply for a permit and to replace the tree elsewhere on the 
property or there is a $500 fine.  More information on this will be sought for the Board’s review.   
 
There was further discussion on a potential sewer credit for residents with trees which will be 
raised with the Council committees studying sewer rate changes as a part of the sewer projects 
to prevent stormwater issues with sanitary sewers.  Lara raised projects in Grand Rapids to 
reduce storm water through curb cut rain gardens.   
 
There was a discussion of a potential information table at the Lakewood Art Festival in August, 
but given the feedback on lack of effectiveness of such efforts from the previous Tree Task 
Force, the Board decided not to pursue that effort.   
 
The board discussed the Tree Blog on the TAEB webpage, which currently includes two articles 
on tree removal and tree planting.  Additional posts were discussed on the Community 
arboretum concept, common tree diseases or pests, linking to existing ODNR resources and the 
Moses Cleaveland trees.    
 
There was also a discussion of resident complaints following the demands of a resident to have 
a healthy tree removed from the tree lawn. The city declined to remove the tree. Staffing of the 
Forestry department also took place, with three great candidates applying for two positions.  
Offers will be made.   
 
Following a motion by Matt, seconded by Lara, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by  
Linda Grandstaff, Chair/Secretary 


