
 

 

TAEB Minutes July 14, 2021 
 
Attendees: Laura Balliett, Linda Grandstaff, Matt Krems, Roman Ducu, Jen Swallow 
 
The meeting came to order at 6:05 pm. With a motion from Matt, seconded by Laura, the 
minutes of the June 9, 2021 meeting were approved. 
 
There was a discussion of the sewer credit discussion that took place at a joint committee 
meeting of City Council.  The Board supported exploration of the use of sewer credits to 
encourage maintenance of large trees and planting of new trees.  The board will continue to 
research successful models for the city’s consideration. 
 
The board discusses a proposed Rocky River ordinance that would require that residential 
changes that require building permits would identify trees being removed to accommodate the 
project, and require either planting of a new tree or payment of a $500 fine that would be used 
to support additional tree plantings.  The board will seek additional information on this effort and 
its reception.  
 
There was discussion of the proposed tree removal ordinance which includes specific 
notification time periods prior to tree removal, except in the case of emergency removals. The 
discussion between the administration and city council are ongoing.  Recent complaints 
regarding tree removals (Kauffman Park, Woodford Ave.) were discussed with clarification on 
the numbers and concerns by Roman.   
 
The board discuss increased staffing, with 2 new hires, including an arborist/manager from 
Highland Heights and an internal transfer who will pursue arborist training and certification.  The 
development of a City Forester position was also discussed.   
 
There was a discussion of the Fall Tree Planting schedule, which will include 24 front yard 
plantings, and includes 250 spots to verify for planting availability.  There are 80 stumps to be 
removed  as a result of the open staffing positions.   
 
A draft blog post on tree health and importance of maintenance was reviewed. It will be updated 
and shared for approval and posting.   
 
After a motion by Laura, seconded by Matt, the meeting was adjourned at 6:55 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Linda Grandstaff, Chair/Secretary 


