
 

 

TAEB August 10, 2022 Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendees: David Sangree, Matt Krems, Mary Brown, Rita Stevens, Linda Grandstaff, Thom 
Evans, Sarah Kepple 
 
The meeting began at 6:10 pm. The minutes were unanimously approved following a motion by 
Rita, seconded by Matt. 
 
The results of the first Most Distinguished Tree in Lakewood were discussed with 25 
nominations and the top three trees receiving donated prizes.  The board discussed developing 
a blog post to memorialize this first contest. The Lakewood Observer offered to produce 
certificates for all trees nominated and were provided with the information on tree species on 
most.   
 
The Board will be represented by David and Linda at the Madison Court Community Coalition 
event, their quarterly “block party” in front of the courts on August 14 from 4 to 6:30 pm. (NB 
Linda had a banner with the name of the board printed for such events.) Mary offered to 
produce coloring books on trees and Linda brought tree information printed from the Lakewood 
website.  The event was a part of outreach to support the fall planting. 
 
Thom provided an update on the Fall tree planting schedule, to plant 200 trees in Equity Zones 
in Lakewood. The forestry staff are logging locations for the planting to take place in November. 
Approximately 1/3 of the 90 stumps to be removed have been ground out by the contractor.  
The city is responsible for removal of the chips, providing clean fill and planting grass, which is 
substantial increase in labor demand on the department. The letter to residents regarding the 
fall planting should be ready in about 30 days. Watering equipment is on order. Gator bags will 
be included in the spring contract and seasonal staffing will be included in the plan.  
 
On the staffing front, Patrick Costello was selected as Group Leader. The team sone arborist 
short with the position now posted.   
  
The Lakewood Park playground trees were evaluated by Bartlett tree company, with the report 
that the trees may be able to be saved with aeration and other intervention.  A plan will be 
developed.  New trees for the playground will also be included in plans.  
 
Benches around trees at the Merle Bunts park need to be removed as they are impeding the 
growth of the trees.   
 
There was a discussion of sidewalk repairs and the standards for removal of tree roots when 
needed.  It was recently observed that an excavator was being used to rip out roots versus a 
clean cut which would more likely reduce damage to the tree.  Sarah offered to share a 
resolution passed by City Council on the subject.   
 
The meeting ended at 7 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted by Linda Grandstaff, Chair/Secretary 


