
 

 

Tree Advisory and Education Board 
Minutes of September 8, 2021 meeting 
 
In Attendance: Marc Dann, Lara Roketenetz, Matt Krems, Linda Grandstaff, Roman Ducu, 
Thomas Evan, Tristan Rader 
 
The meeting convened at 6:10 pm at a seating area behind City Hall.  There was a discussion 
of the state requirements for in person meetings, the discomfort of the members of the Board in 
meeting in close quarters indoors, even with masks and a request for a larger, well ventilated 
meeting space that can accommodate social distancing.     
 
The minutes of the July 14, 2021 meeting were unanimously approved following a motion by 
Matt, seconded by Linda.  There was no meeting in August due to severe weather.  
 
The board was introduced to Thomas Evan, who has recently joined the city from Highland 
Heights to run the Streets and Forestry Department.  Tom will be attending our meetings going 
forward.   
 
The board discussed storm damage from the August 11 storm, which was primarily on private 
property.  One tree on Spring Garden severely damaged three homes.  There was a discussion 
of the city’s private tree policy, which sets forth the steps that can be taken to ensure that 
private property owners respond adequately to hazardous trees on their property.  The policy 
will be reviewed by the board to determine if recommendations for changes are warranted.  
 
Tristan and Roman discussed additional funding approved to catch up on tree stump removal 
which will open up additional sites for tree planting.  The new position for an Urban Forester was 
also discussed.  Tristan noted that the Weeds Ordinance may need review and it was noted that 
there are nuisance trees that may warrant being added, for example, Tree of Heaven attracts 
the Spotted Lantern Fly which is causing devastation to fruit and hardwood trees throughout the 
Northeast and has been sighted in eastern Cuyahoga County. 
 
There was a discussion of Lakewood’s tree inventory of publicly owned trees, which have been 
recorded in Davy Tree Keeper but is not believed to be accurate.  The city may meet with Davy 
as well as another source, Bartlett, to determine next steps to improving our understanding of 
the city’s tree inventory.   
 
There was a discussion of the proposed blog post on tree health which will be reviewed by the 
city for posting to the TAEB webpage. Future posts may include information on Moses 
Cleaveland trees and the Lakewood Community Arboretum concept. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7 pm following a motion by Lara, seconded by Matt.  
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Linda Grandstaff 
October 13, 2021 


