
 

 

Tree Advisory and Education Board 
Minutes Nov. 9, 2022 
 
Attendees: Mary Brown, Linda Grandstaff, Matt Krems, David Sangree, Rita Stevens, Sarah 
Kepple, Thom Evans 
 
The meeting opened via Zoom at 6:05 pm. The minutes of the October meeting were approved 
unanimously following a motion by David, seconded by Matt.  
 
There was a discussion of the Urban Forester position.  The funding was approved in the 2022 
budget by City Council but was reappropriated for Engineering with the position to be deferred 
to 2023. The Board reviewed a draft of a letter to the Mayor with a copy to City Council urging 
the filling of the position.  It was delivered subsequent to the meeting.   
 
The Tree Action Plan which was updated by Thom and Sam Bonvissuto relative to numbers and 
costs was discussed.  The original was created by Chris Perry. The 2022 update was not 
formally adopted. The 19 point Tree Policy was adopted in 2019.  The board will review prior to 
the December meeting.  
 
Matt forwarded more detailed recommendations to incorporate tree root protection in sidewalk 
repair standards.  There was a recommendation to invite the City Engineer to discuss these 
recommendation at the December meeting. There was also a discussion of integrating the Tree 
Action Plan with the Climate Action Plan. 
 
There was a discussion of various ways to encourage private tree planting, including Sewer 
District credits for planting trees, working with Lakewood Schools, leveraging Dominion 
Energy’s Project Planet, and Arbor Day Programs for Schools.   
 
Rita recommended that the city and Board pursue the Tree City USA Growth Award.  Lakewood 
has been a Basic level participant which is a gateway to the Growth Award.  The program 
provides a menu and good ideas for strategic planning.   
 
Thom reported that tree planting was pushed back to start the week of 11/21st.  Lakewood was 
awarded an ODNR grant of $25,000 with a $50,000 match by Lakewood for the Fall 2023 and 
Spring 2024 tree planting program.  
 
Sarah noted that the Board is required to report annually to the City Council on its activities. The 
board will make its report to the Sustainability Committee on Jan. 9, 2023.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7 pm following a motion by Rita and second by Mary.  
 
Respectfully submitted by  
 
Linda Grandstaff, Chair/Secretary 


