
Meeting Minutes
Lakewood Anti-Racism Task Force

Monday, March 28th, 2022
7:00pm-8:30pm

Task Force In Attendance

X Chair, Laura
Rodriguez-Carbone

Secretary,
Janika Cook

X Secretary,
William Yeung

X Kathleen
McBride

X Carol Moss
Chapman

Co-Chair Angelina
Steiner

X Kathleen
Newsome

X Sam Pearson X Jessica
Cotton

X Nathan
Lizanich

City of Lakewood Attendees

Antoinette Gelsomino
Councilman Ward 2, Jason Schachner
Councilperson At-Large, Tristan Rader

Public Attendees

Sharyn Arai
Kate Ingersoll

I. Call to Order

Chair Rodriguez-Carbone called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

II. Acting Co-Secretary Selection
Chair Rodriguez-Carbone selected an acting co-secretary to co-produce meeting meetings until
the status of current Co-Secretary, could be established. Ms. Newsome volunteered to take this
role and was selected.

III. Review and Approval of Meeting Minutes from 3/14/22 meeting (5 minutes)

Ms. Chapman motioned to approve meeting minutes. Mr. Pearson seconded. Motion passed.

IV. Roll Call by ARTF Secretary (2 minutes)

Secretary Yeung called the roll and took attendance.

V. Request from Loren Anthes for help recruit for a Focus Group of Color for the



Lakewood CHNA Survey (5 minutes).
The Chair briefed the Task Force on the Center for Community Solutions efforts to recruit for a
focus group of color for the Lakewood CHNA Needs Assessment. The Chair invited members of
the Task Force to take part in the focus group pending more information from the Center for
Community Solutions.

VI. Upcoming meeting with Mayor George on April 7, 2022 (10 minutes)

Chair opened a discussion regarding an upcoming meeting with Mayor George. This discussion
covered questions that the task force had regarding what her goals were when she created the
ARTF. The group also discussed how to open discussions and relations with members of City
Council and the Mayor so they feel safe coming to the ARTF.

VII. Update on RFP status (10 minutes)

Chair Rodriguez-Carbone asked Ms. Gelsomino to present the ARTF members with an update
on the Request for Proposals process. This included notes about how to efficiently spread it
from the City workers the ARTF has been working with. Ms. Gelsomino stated that the Request
for Proposal was ready to be posted to the City’s website.

VIII. Reminder Review the latest Cuyahoga County Equity Commission Report for our
April 11, 2022 meeting (5 minutes)

Chair Rodriguez-Carbone asked members of the ARTF to read the latest Cuyahoga County
Equity Commission Report, as recommended by the ARTF’s Resource Chair, Ms. Newsome, as
part of the preparation for the first May ARTF meeting. The AFTF reviewed various parts of the
report to get a general sense of the content and formulate ideas on possible recommendations
to Lakewood City Council.

IX. Lakewood Police 2021 Annual Report review (40 minutes)

Members of the Anti-Racism Task Force discussed general perceptions of the Lakewood Police
2021 Annual Report. The discussion included questions and concerns about the absence of
racial representation of data. Members also raised a few questions asking for more detailed
information, especially regarding the number of officers who volunteered for Crisis Intervention
Training. There were also concerns raised around stop-gap/backup planning measures in place
should no officers volunteer to take CIT training or serve as CIT officers. These, among other
questions, were recorded and will be asked of the police department at a later date.

X. Public Comment (10 minutes)

Sharyn Arai came to the meeting to get a sense of what she can do to be more involved in the
Lakewood community as a relatively new resident.

Jason Schachner, a member of Lakewood City Council, made a comment regarding the Annual
Police Report and offered some clarification on new policies, including a new policy regarding
the separating of police and mental health dispatch hotlines, including the new number for
mental health issues being “988.”



Tristan Rader, a member of Lakewood City Council, commented on how well the task force is
doing and expressed his hope for future work from the Lakewood Anti-Racism Task Force

Kate Ingersoll, the Director of the Healthy Lakewood Foundation, came to the ARTF meeting in
part to see what is going on, and talked about a grant that her foundation is giving out this year,
as well as the Community Health Needs Assessment. Ms. Ingersoll also thanked the Chair and
Co-Chair of the ARTF for the work and effort they are putting in for the community.

XI. Adjournment

Chair Rodriguez-Carbone called for a motion to adjourn the meeting, Mr. Lizanich motioned to
adjourn the meeting, Co-Secretary Yeung seconded, Meeting adjourned at 8:38 PM.

Future Meeting Dates:
Monday, April 11, 2022 at 7PM
Monday, May 9, 2022 at 7PM


