
Anti Racism Task Force 4-12-2021 Minutes  
 
Attendance: 
 
 

 X Wayne Smith  Secretary, 
Janika Cook 

X Chair, Jasany 
Jenkins 

X Sam 
Pearson 

X Kathleen 
McBride 

 X Lily Trimble X Secretary, 
William Yeung 

 Co-Chair, Laura 
Rodriguez-Carbone 

 X Angelina 
Steiner 

 Carmella Lee 

 
 
City Attendee(s): 
Antionette Gelsomino 
 
Public Attendee(s): 
 
Michelle Ray 
 
Call To Order: 
 
Meeting started at 7:04 pm.   . 
 

Old Business: 

Approval of Meeting Minutes from March 22nd, 2021 
 
The Chair asked the Task Force to review the minutes from the last meeting and share any 
additions, addendums, or changes to the document.  
 
Ms. McBride moved to approve the Minutes; Mr. Smith seconded. Minutes were approved 
 
Townhall Meeting - Birdtown Safety 

●  Reactions 
Some members felt disappointed by the way the city’s response to the recent acts of 
violence. Felt there was no planned actions presented concerning racial discrimination 
and mental health concerns. 
 
Members of the Task Force found it disappointing that minority residents in the affected 
area weren't encouraged to participate in the meeting. Found the “Birdtown Safety” was 
the wrong wording for the meeting as it sent the wrong way, as if a place is perceived as 
a place of crime, it will eventually become one. Members also found how the way 
Birdtown was portrayed by official’s problematic, as though they thought it was a violent 
place. 
  



Letter to Mayor 
 

● Capitalization of ethnic groups 
 
The Task Force discussed why the names of certain ethnic groups were capitalized.  
 

● Review & Vote 
 
The Chair read the letter the council is going to send to the mayor in light of the city’s response 
to the violent events in the city. Members found the letter to be well worded, and a succinct and 
accurate summary of the task forces' feelings and responsibilities. Some members felt the group 
should discuss what the Taskforce will do as follow up after this letter. The Taskforce was fine 
with how the letter was, and found the letter was ready to be sent after a few changes. 
 
Ms. Newsome moved to send the letter at a later date, Mr. Smith seconded. Motion passed. 
 
 

New Business: 
 

A. Violence (aka white terrorism) Against AAPI Bodies 
 
The Group discussed recent issues people of color have been facing, such as restaurants like 
Thai Thai with Asian owners receiving hateful phone calls. Ways to brainstorm ideas on how to 
address these events were also discussed. 
 
The Task Force discussed who will reach out to the two Asian owned restaurants Thai Thai and 
Dang Good Foods. The group also discussed how the members will reach out to these business 
owners. Mr. Pearson will contact Dang Good Foods, Mr. Yeung will contact Thai Thai. 
 

B. Task Force Planning 
 

1. Bylaws Formation - Special Meeting/Group 
 
The group’s feeling on creating bylaws was discussed, as well as what said by 
laws may contain. 
 

2. Invitation to Mayor’s Office, Council, & Police Chief 
 

Group discussed inviting city officials to meet with the Task Force over the formation of the 
group’s Bylaws. It was discussed how the group would meet, be it virtually or in-person. It was 
also discussed when the meeting would be scheduled, likely in the later part of May. The 
decision on the date the bylaws meeting will be held will be put off for a later meeting. 
 
   



C. Lakewood Public Library Virtual Woke Book Club 
 

Discussed the new Lakewood Public Library Virtual Woke Book Club and if the Task 
Force was interested in reaching out to this group. Group decided to add the decision to 
the Task Force’s brainstorming list. 
 

D. Report to Council 
 
The group discussed when and how the group would submit its reports to City Council. Reports 
are due in the first quarter, between April-May. 
 

E. Public Comments (if applicable) 
 
N/A 
 

Closing Statements 
 
The Chair thanked the Taskforce members for their participation 
 
Adjournment 
 
 Mr. Yeung moved to adjourn the meeting; Ms. McBride seconded the motion. Meeting was 
adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
Meeting took place on 4/12/2021 
 


