
Meeting Minutes
Lakewood Anti-Racism Task Force

Monday, June 28, 2022
7:00 pm-8:30 pm

Task Force in Attendance

X Laura Rodriguez-Carbone, Chair X Jessica Cotton Carol Moss Chapman

X Angelina Steiner, Co-Chair X Nathan Lizanich Kathleen Newsome

William Yeung, Secretary Kathleen McBride X Samuel Pearson

City of Lakewood Attendees
Chad Berry, Interim Director of Lakewood Human Services

Public Attendees
Christopher Carbone

I: Call to Order
8:07 p.m. by Chair L. Rodriguez-Carbone.

II: Roll Call
In absence of the Secretary, the Chair noted the roll. Attendees for this meeting were Chair
Rodriguez-Carbone, Co-Chair Steiner, J. Cotton, N. Lizanich, and S. Pearson.

III: Review and Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes
No revisions were noted for the meeting minutes. Chair Rodriguez-Carbone sought consensus
approval for the meeting minutes since a quorum  was not established at the time of review.

IV: Setting Up an Email Box for the ARTF
Co-Chair Steiner mentioned that a community member reached out to her to ask how they
would go about reporting a hate crime in Lakewood and what resources were available for
residents who are victims of hate crimes, or have witnessed hate crimes. The person said they
would follow-up by email to the Chair and Co-Chair but no additional messages were received
from the community member. Interim Director Berry will look into the possibility of setting up an
email box for the ARTF on the City’s Outlook server that would be forwarded to the Chair and
Co-Chair for community inquiries and requests.

V: Nomination and Election of New Co-Secretary
Discussion tabled until the next meeting.

VI: Check in with Reports Committee



A short discussion took place to start preparations for the next ARTF report to City Council. The
Reports Committee will start to draft a report and add to it after the next meeting.

VII: Update on RFP Status
The ARTF did not receive any application responses to the RFP. The group noted the bidding
website utilized by the city may have been a barrier to applicants. Interim Human Services
Director Chad Berry shared that a contact from Equias Group saw the RFP, but could not
respond by the application closing date. Chair Rodriguez-Carbone also noted a contact
organization she had shared the RFP with, Impact Catalyst, had a similar issue. It was agreed
that another round of outreach to these contacts would be conducted and each organization
would be invited to attend a future ARTF meeting to discuss the RFP. The group decided that
this alternative public approach was needed since the traditional public process approach for
publishing the RFP and soliciting applications had been exhausted.

At the next meeting of the ARTF, the group will discuss and begin the process of requesting and
reviewing data from city departments for discussion and analysis at upcoming ARTF meetings.

VIII: Report Out on Housing, Planning and Development Committee and ARTF
Representation and Notification of planned Council Meetings and Actions

Co-Chair Steiner was able to attend the Housing, Planning and Development Committee at 6pm
and provided a general report on items discussed, including affordable housing and noted that
people of color were not included as part of invitees to the meeting or as part of the discussion
of affordable housing in Lakewood. Co-Chair Steiner will draft a letter with insight and
recommendations from the ARTF to send to the Housing, Planning and Development
Committee in response to items discussed.

Members of the ARTF further discussed and expressed disappointment with communications
from City Council and the City of Lakewood informing and including the group in upcoming
meetings and planned actions. On June 27, 2022, three meetings took place at Lakewood City
Hall that aligned with focus areas identified in the City Council Resolution establishing the Task
Force and where contributions from the ARTF would have been inclusive and impactful for
residents of color. These meetings were:

● Housing, Planning and Development Committee at 6pm (to discuss affordable housing)
● Public Safety Meeting at 7pm  (to discuss relocation of emergency dispatch services)
● Special Full Meeting of Lakewood City Council at 8pm (to discuss a resolution to support

women’s reproductive rights in response to the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision
overturning Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973).

The ARTF did not receive advanced notice of, or invitation to, these meetings from Council
Committee Chairs or Lakewood City Council, though other groups and individuals were invited.
All meetings listed above are consequential to communities of color in Lakewood and the ARTF

http://www.lakewoodoh.gov/accordions/housing-committee/
http://www.lakewoodoh.gov/accordions/housing-committee/


missed the opportunity to review the agendas for these meetings and/or prepare inclusive public
comment on these items.

The group discussed the process moving forward for coverage of these meetings and for
requesting that Lakewood City Council and Council Committee Chairs remit invitations and
agenda items to members of the Anti-Racism Task Force prior to these meetings. Members of
the ARTF will volunteer to provide coverage at future meetings and report back to the Task
Force during subsequent meetings. Chair Rodriguez-Carbone will draft a letter to be sent to
Lakewood City Council and the Mayor’s Office detailing this request and will contact the ARTF
members to solicit volunteers for coverage of these meetings, as needed, moving forward.

IX: Public Comment
No public comment was shared by attendees.

X: Next Meeting
The next meeting of the ARTF will be Monday, July 11, 2022.

XI: Adjournment
Chair Rodriguez-Carbone motioned to adjourn, Co-Chair Steiner seconded the motion. The
meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m.


