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Mayor's Note

I’m excited to pass on some news about the impressive
work our Finance Department team is doing for
Lakewood. On September 20th, the State of Ohio
Auditor’s office attended the meeting of Lakewood City
Council to present our city with the Auditor of State Award
with Distinction. The Ohio Auditor is responsible for
auditing more than 6,000 state and local government
agencies, and they present this special award annually to
government entities that have met a series of stringent
criteria to earn a “clean” audit report. This is a high bar

that requires the utmost professionalism in financial reporting and operational
performance. 

For context on just how difficult it is to achieve this award, consider that less than 5% of
all Ohio governments typically achieve this elite designation annually. Just preparing
Lakewood’s audit is a major undertaking for our finance department each year, and to
receive this statewide award speaks to the superior quality of our team and their
relentless focus on ensuring that the City of Lakewood’s finances are in excellent shape. I
want to pass on my sincere congratulations and gratitude to our entire Finance
Department team – they are true professionals who do an incredible job for our city.  

Having excellent audits and finance filings is critically important for our city. It shows how
seriously we take stewardship of precious public funds. Our city’s bond rating benefits
from this high level of performance, which in turn lowers the interest rates we pay when
we need to issue bonds for capital needs, infrastructure, or other costs. Fiscal
responsibility and transparency will always remain one of the key pillars for my
administration, and I am fortunate to have an excellent group of professionals in City Hall
to help advance this core principle. 

The fall also marks the onset of our annual budget season here in Lakewood.  Our
budgetary process was recently featured in the August edition of Government Finance
Review, as we concurrently received word that for the first time since 2007 the City has
earned a Distinguished Budget Presentation Award from the Government Finance
Officers Association, the national professional organization for state, provincial, and local
government finance officers.

I look forward to working with my directors in City Hall to prepare a budget that is
fiscally realistic and responsible while also ensuring that Lakewood maintains the
excellent level of service our residents, businesses, and visitors have come to expect. I
continue to have daily conversations with our team at City Hall about priorities and needs,
while also doing the same with those who live and work in our city. Our annual budget is

https:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5u092WtpWg
https://www.nfpa.org/Events/Events/Fire-Prevention-Week


a key opportunity to ensure our city’s financial health, but also to align our spending with
our future vision for Lakewood. I look forward to fine-tuning a comprehensive budget plan
and presenting it to Lakewood City Council in the coming months. 

Mayor Meghan F. George

Upcoming Events & Updates

October 3- 2021 Firefighter Recognition Ceremony
The Lakewood Fire Department is hosting its annual Firefighter Recognition Ceremony on
Sunday, October 3 at noon at Fire Station 1, 14601 Madison Avenue.

October 6- Coffee with a Cop
Join members of the Lakewood Police Department for coffee and conversation on
Wednesday, October 6 from 9:00-10:00 a.m. at The Doughnut Pantry, 14600 Madison
Avenue.

October 16- Spooky Pooch Parade
Spooky Pooch is back in person this year in a new location. The 14th Annual Spooky
Pooch Parade takes place on Saturday, October 16, from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at Madison
Park.

October 31- Halloween Trick-or-Treating
The City of Lakewood will observe Halloween Trick-or-Treating between the hours of
6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 31, 2021.

Calendar of Events

News from Human Services

Campers Making their Mark on Lakewood

H2O “Help to Others” hosted three sessions of in-person
Summer Service Camp in 2021. Middle school participants
enjoyed eight days of volunteer work, small group
interactions with staff counselors, reflection, speakers,
games, and more! The theme of this summer was “When
We Feel Heard,” which provided a meaningful focal point
for their service, reflection, and learning.

The highlighted project this summer, which every camper
contributed to, was the site we called “Parks and Rec” as a
nod to the popular T.V. show. On the first day of each
session, Dave Baas from the City’s Department of

https://www.lakewoodoh.gov/calendar/


Planning & Development presented to campers, getting
them to think about how the Lakewood community was
formed and how it has changed over time. They learned
how to use three key planning considerations: Recognizing
the big picture (how parks should grow and change),
involving the community (are parks safe, healthy, and
accessible for all ages?), and looking ahead to meet the
needs of today while keeping the future in mind.  With
fresh perspective and knowledge, they visited Lakewood
parks big and small to document existing features and to
propose new and additional features.

Each small group had an iPad with a GIS app to pinpoint
their observations on a map and then offered critical
thinking with a SWOT (strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities, threats) analysis. They documented over
700 distinct elements of the parks. They recognized the
value of both open space and recreational equipment.
They noted elements that needed updates, proposed
additional water bottle-filling stations, and recycling cans.
They expressed interest in new or expanded activities, like
disc golf, gaga pits, and additional skateboarding facilities.

Ultimately, the information they gathered will help begin
the work to update Lakewood’s Parks Strategic Plan in the near future. The campers enjoyed
feeling heard, having their opinions matter, and gaining an understanding of how communities
are built and sustained. 

Let’s face it, falling is everyone’s worst nightmare. As we age
we are susceptible to injury and a fall can result in lifelong
injury or worse. Let’s take steps to minimize risk.

This eight-week course will equip you with strategies to stay
upright. Learn to avoid risky situations, strengthen your body
and develop confidence.

Dates & Times:
October 20, 27, November 3, 10, 17. (Skip 11/24)  December 1, 8, 15 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM.
Call the Activities Office at 216-529-5005 to register. Complete 7 of the 8 classes & win a great
prize!

Senior Programming Fun



Seniors participating in Make it
and Take It Crafting Program

Seniors enjoying one of the
many exercise classes at

Lawther Center

Getting ready for karaoke at the
luau party!

Spooky Pooch Parade is Back!

Spooky Pooch is back in person this year in a new location.
The 14th Annual Spooky Pooch Parade takes place on
Saturday, October 16, from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at Madison
Park in Lakewood’s Birdtown neighborhood.

The family-friendly Spooky Pooch Parade consists of a free-
to-attend festival at Madison Park, a parade along Madison
Avenue and surrounding streets, and an awards presentation.

A favorite autumn tradition for Northeast Ohio dog lovers, this community festival represents a
one-of-a-kind event within the region, providing a tail-wagging good time for canine and human
guests alike.

Pre-registration is $10 per dog and day-of registration is $15 per dog. Multiple dog discounts
are available with pre-registration only. Humans are free. This community event takes place rain
or shine, and proceeds from the parade benefit LakewoodAlive, a community-centered nonprofit
organization. For more information, click here.

Halloween Trick-or-Treating

The City of Lakewood will observe Halloween Trick-or-
Treating between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on
Sunday, October 31, 2021.

The City offers these safety tips for parents, residents,
and drivers:

Parents should encourage their trick-or-treaters to be
especially careful after sunset. If escorting their
children, parents should carry a flashlight as an additional safeguard.
Residents giving out candy and treats can help prevent accidents by reminding children
to be especially careful crossing streets and to walk up and down steps, instead of
running.
Halloween night drivers should be especially vigilant. Motorists should drive more
cautiously and be prepared to stop.

2021 Firefighter Recognition
Ceremony

The Lakewood Fire Department will host its annual
Firefighter Recognition Ceremony on Sunday,
October 3 at 12:00 PM at Fire Station No. 1, 14601

https://www.lakewoodalive.org/event/spooky-pooch-parade-2020/


Madison Avenue.  Join Mayor Meghan George, the
Lakewood Fire Department, and community leaders
as they honor new firefighters who have joined the
Lakewood Fire Department as well as firefighters
who have retired or have been promoted over the
last year.  

All on-duty fire personnel will gather with fire
apparatus at the site of the Firefighter’s Memorial in
front of the station for the ceremony.  Members of the public are invited and encouraged to
attend the event.

Cuyahoga County Tax Valuation: What You Need to Know

You may have received your property valuation from Cuyahoga
County over the last few weeks. So what does this mean? All
properties in the State of Ohio are required by the Ohio Revised
Code to be reassessed every three years. Cuyahoga County,
through the County Auditor / Fiscal Officer, is responsible for
this process and determining the valuation of every
property. Cuyahoga County also collects property taxes as voted on
by residents and distributes them to various agencies to support the
delivery of services and maintenance of infrastructure such as
buildings, parks, and roads.

As determined by Cuyahoga County, Lakewood residential property valuations are increasing
on average by 27% and commercial property valuations are increasing by 10%. The property
tax rate for Lakewood residential properties is currently 2.98% of market value and 4.10% of
market value for commercial properties. As a result of the increased property valuations, it is
expected the property tax rates will also be reduced. This new tax rate will be determined by
Cuyahoga County in mid-to-late December.

More information including a tax estimator, schedule for community meetings, and the process
for filing an appeal of your new property valuation can be found on the County Fiscal Officer
webpage here. You may qualify for a lower property tax on your home if you meet certain
qualifications. More information, including how to apply, can be found
at https://fiscalofficer.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/homestead-exemption-faq.aspx.

Improvements in Kauffman Park

Progress continues in Kauffman Park! A new
asphalt walking path was added to provide
additional active space and a new ADA
compliant pathway into the park was
completed. 

To find out more information about the project
please click here.

https://fiscalofficer.cuyahogacounty.us/.
https://fiscalofficer.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/homestead-exemption-faq.aspx
https://www.lakewoodoh.gov/kauffman-park/


The City of Lakewood is Hiring!

The City of Lakewood is currently seeking applicants for
the following openings:

City Planner 1
Finance Manager
Division of Aging Bus Driver
Full-Time Building Inspector
School Crossing Guard
Community Resource Specialist

For further details regarding all our job opportunities and to apply, please visit here.

Fire Prevention Week: October 3-9
Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety

Is there a beep or a chirp coming out of your
smoke or carbon monoxide alarm? What does it
mean? Knowing the difference can save you,
your home, and your family. Make sure everyone
in the home understands the sounds of the
smoke and carbon monoxide alarms and knows
how to respond Learn the sounds of your smoke
and carbon monoxide alarms by checking the
user guide or search the brand and model online.

Smoke Alarms:
A continued set of three loud beeps means
smoke or fire. Get out, call 911, and stay
out.
A single "chirp" every 30 or 60 seconds
means the battery is low and must be changed.
All smoke alarms must be replaced after 10 years.
Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced means the alarm is at the end
of its life and the unit must be replaced.

Carbon Monoxide (CO) Alarms:
A continuous set of four loud beeps means carbon monoxide is present in your home. Go
outside call 911, and stay out.
A single chirp every 30 or 60 seconds means the battery is low and must be replaced.
CO alarms also have "end of life" sounds that vary by manufacturer. This means it's time
to get a new CO alarm.
Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced means the alarm is at the end
of its life and the unit must be replaced.
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