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Note from Mayor Meghan F. George

One thing we all love about Lakewood is the charming,
historic character of our city – but we also understand
that with age comes an increased need for upgrades,
repairs, and maintenance. And these things can be
costly. Unfortunately, when it comes to our
infrastructure, Lakewood is currently facing the
challenge of having water and sewer systems that are
over a century old.

You may have read or seen the news about the needed
repairs for the sewer system infrastructure. However,
this is not new. The City of Lakewood has been working
on addressing these challenges for well over a decade –
performing research and analysis, engaging in
innovative planning, and working hand-in-hand with the
US EPA to come up with an approach to address

overflows of our sewer lines during storm events.

Last month, we were pleased to announce that the City had entered into a partial
consent decree with the federal government that formalizes elements of the City’s
Integrated Wet Weather Improvement Plan (IWWIP), which was adopted by the City in
early 2019.

Lakewood is the first place in Ohio to adopt an Integrated Wet Weather Improvement
Plan (IWWIP). We also were able to convince the EPA that our IWWIP was the best way
to address the problems we are facing. In fact, the terms consent decree are based on
Lakewood’s own plan – so rather than the EPA dictating terms of what will happen, the
City was able to come up with its own approach that suits our unique system and needs.
That is highly uncommon and shows that Lakewood is a leader in this area.

As part of the consent decree, the City has formalized its previously planned investment
of $86 million in sewer improvement projects. Last year, the City committed $25 million
in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) dollars to its efforts to achieve the IWWIP, which
will help address the costs related to the consent decree. The City has also agreed to
pay a modest civil penalty for this type of case of $100,000. For comparison sake, the
City of Elyria just entered a similar agreement with the EPA, and the fine involved is two
times the amount Lakewood must pay. While we would have preferred no fine, the law
mandates we had to pay something, and we believe that our comparatively low fine
shows that Lakewood’s innovative and cooperative approach to solving these problems
was recognized by the EPA.

By implementing our IWWIP and the consent decree, Lakewood is finally addressing a
problem that has exposed our city and ratepayers to liability for many years. By moving
forward, we will protect the waters of both the Rocky River and Lake Erie while bringing
our city into compliance with state and federal law. This is another important step that
improves the local environment and shields the ratepayers of Lakewood from exposure
to daily fines from the federal government in the future. My administration will continue to
keep you informed on this major project as it is implemented.



Mayor Meghan F. George

Upcoming Events & Updates

Light Up Lakewood-Saturday, December 3
The most joyous of Lakewood traditions is
returning to Downtown Lakewood for the 16th
annual celebration on Saturday, December 3
from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. For event details,
click here.

Tuesday, December 6- Coffee with a Cop
Join the Lakewood Police Department for coffee
and conversation on Tuesday, December 6 from
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Starbucks, 15027
Detroit Avenue.

Sunday, December 11- Car Seat Safety Check
The City of Lakewood Fire Department is hosting a Car Seat Safety Check 9:00 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. at Fire Station #1, 14601 Madison Avenue. This free event is open to
Lakewood families who are interested in having fire department personnel install their
child safety seats installed or checked for proper set up. Click here to register.

New Snow and Ice
Control Plan
The City of Lakewood is pleased to
announce the completion of its first
official comprehensive Snow & Ice
Control Plan, with key changes to City
policies and procedures to be
implemented this winter. Our Public
Works and Planning departments did a
deep dive during our warm weather
months, and involved all relevant City
departments to brainstorm how we can

improve our snow and ice protocols and practices to ensure we provide the best service
possible for Lakewood.

One highlight in the plan is the new pilot project that will provide Lakewood residents up to five
gallons of rock salt at no cost. Residents will be able to pick up the rock salt at five locations
throughout the City: Madison Park North Parking Lot; Lakewood Park Skate House; Cove
Park; Kauffman Park; and Lakewood Dog Park. The program will be for residents only and is
set to begin on December 1st. Interested residents must bring their own shovel and bucket to
load material themselves.

In addition to the introduction of the salt program, the Snow & Ice Control Plan includes
revisions to the City's snow removal priority routes and maps, updating city signage regarding
snow streets, and additions to its communications protocols during inclement weather to
ensure the public is advised of any parking bans.

For the City's full Snow & Ice Control Plan, please click here.

Honoring Veterans
The rain did not keep people from attending the
Annual Veterans Day Ceremony at Lakewood
Park. The event featured Keynote Speaker



Patrick Foye, First Sergeant, U.S. Army Reserve
(Retired).

Thank you to everyone who participated and all
of those who attended. Special thanks to the
Lakewood Veterans Committee for hosting
another fantastic event.

Leaf Collection Continues
The City of Lakewood began collecting leaves on
November 1st, and will continue through Friday,
December 16th, weather permitting.

Leaves can also be placed in paper yard/leaf bags (no
plastic bags) and set out on your regular refuse and
recycling collection day. Please do not rake leaves into
the street; it will slow the collection process, may
block/back-up storm drains, and may cause flooding
during heavy rains.

Residents should always place leaves out as soon as
possible to ensure collection. The number of citywide
collections will be weather dependent but our goal is to
make at least three passes through the entire city.

For daily leaf collection schedule updates and more
information, click here.

Community Programs for All
Ages
Be sure to check out the variety of programs and
events that Human Services has going on
through the winter season at the Cove
Community Center. From babies to seniors,
there is something for everyone.

For more details about all of the programs and
resources, click here.

Shoveling Your Sidewalk
With the winter weather already on the horizon in Northeast
Ohio, we want to remind residents and businesses to do
their part and clear the snow from their sidewalks. Large
amounts of snow make it difficult for children trying to go to
school, seniors and any pedestrian trying to maneuver the
sidewalks covered with snow. Help do your part to keep
Lakewood a year round walkable community and clear your
sidewalks within 24 hours after a snowfall.



Per City Ordinance 521.06 - Every property is required to remove and keep clear, snow and ice
from all sidewalks, paths, and/or drives on all areas abutting the property. Landlords are
responsible for making sure their properties get shoveled.

To report problems relating to clearing snow from sidewalks, click here to use our Report A
Problem form or contact the Division of Housing and Building at 216-529-6270 or
housing.building@lakewoodoh.net.

We are Hiring!
The City of Lakewood is currently seeking applicants for
the following openings:

City Planner/Senior Planner
Grant Administrator
Fleet Mechanic
Public Works Project Manager

For more information and to apply, please click here.

Winter Safety Reminders
With the winter months upon us, we want to make sure
that all of our Lakewood residents are staying safe as
they prepare to stay warm this winter season.

Be warm and safe this winter:
Keep anything that can burn at least three-feet
away from heating equipment, like the furnace,
fireplace, wood stove, or portable space heater.
Never use your oven to heat your home.
Remember to turn portable heaters off when
leaving the room or going to bed.
Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned
and inspected every year by a qualified
professional.
Test smoke alarms at least once a month.

For more information about how to prepare for the winter freeze, please click here.
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