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Note from Mayor Meghan F. George

Summer in Lakewood is a special time. As one the most
walkable communities in Ohio, our city really comes alive
when the weather is sunny, and we can all get outside and
enjoy all Lakewood has to offer. Whether its large summer
festivals and events or small backyard gatherings, our city
is a community loves to enjoy this season.

No events capture the feeling of summer in Lakewood
more than the Fourth of July Parade and our fantastic
fireworks display in Lakewood Park. I am looking forward
to seeing you all along the parade route this year, as we
are finally able to host this fun, family-friendly gathering
again after two difficult years off due to COVID-19. I want
to thank all the city staff who make the parade possible and
all the community groups and leaders who march in the

parade and show their Lakewood spirit. And I hope to see you all again at Meltdown on
July 16th downtown.

Our fireworks display continues to be a regional highlight. A big thank you also must go
out to our safety forces and city team who make this a safe and spectacular time of
thrilling lights and sounds. One related item I want to highlight is that Lakewood recently
enacted an updated fireworks ordinance to opt out of the state’s legislation allowing carte
blanche use of fireworks across Ohio. I agreed with the many of you who reached out to
me say that this law was not right for Lakewood, so we crafted legislation to opt out of
the state law and keep the discharge of consumer-grade fireworks out of Lakewood. So
please keep this in mind as you have fun this summer.

As I reflect on the joys of the summer season in our fair city, I realize that all of us who
make our Lakewood our home here like to think that our city is an amazing place to live.
So, it’s nice when a national publication takes notice of Lakewood and gives us an
outsider’s appreciation of how unique our city is. You may have heard that, Thrillist – a
national travel and entertainment media company based in New York City – just included
Lakewood on its list of the top ten Suburban Neighborhoods to move to in America.
Thrillist noted our city’s beauty, natural amenities, affordable housing, culture and
diversity, and strong small business community. It’s a nice read that reminds us to
appreciate what we have here in Lakewood and inspires us to keep working to make it
even better.

Mayor Meghan F. George

Upcoming Events & Updates

Monday, July 4 - Fourth of July Festivities
The Lakewood Fourth of July Parade will take
place on Monday, July 4, at 10:00 a.m. The
parade will begin at Kenneth & Lake Avenues
and head east to Lakewood Park. There will

https:
https://www.thrillist.com/lifestyle/nation/best-suburban-neighborhoods-us


also be a free concert before the fireworks at
Lakewood Park.

Friday, July 8 - Friday Night Flick
Join us for a free movie in the park. Clifford
The Big Red Dog (PG) will be shown at the
Lakewood Park Bandstand at dusk. Please
bring blankets and lawn chairs.

Friday, July 15 - Coffee with a Cop
The Lakewood Police Department will host
another “Coffee With A Cop” event on Friday, July 15, 2022 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. at Fedor Manor, 12400 Madison Avenue.

Friday, July 22 - Friday Night Flick
Bring the family to Lakewood Park Bandstand at dusk for Encanto (PG). Please bring
blankets and lawn chairs.

Calendar of
Events

Lakewood Summer Meltdown

Mark your calendar for the 14th annual
Lakewood Summer Meltdown, hosted by
LakewoodAlive on Saturday, July 16 from
4:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.

This block party festival includes a 5k
race and 1 mile Family Fun Run & Walk,
family friendly activities, delicious local
food and drinks. Click here for details and
to register for the races.

Meet the New Human Services Director: Chad Berry

Meet Chad Berry, the new Human Services Director for the
City of Lakewood. Chad brings a breadth of experience
working in social services to the role, and holds a master of
science and social administration and is a licensed
independent social worker. While he may be new to the
position, Chad has served the residents of Lakewood since
2019 alongside recently retired Toni Gelsomino.

With the department of Human Services recent relocation to
the Cove Community Center, Chad is excited about the next
potential for the department in its new space. "My goal is to
create a true Community Center where everyone feels
comfortable and welcome to stop by, have a cup of coffee,
participate in an activity and be enriched by sitting and
chatting with others of diverse backgrounds and experiences.
I also have the goal of expanding the offerings of the
Department of Human Services across all ages or act as a convening body to make sure that
the residents of Lakewood have access to the resources that they need.

All Lakewood residents are welcome to stop by and check out the programs, activities, and
resources at Cove Community Center (12525 Lake Avenue), or click here for more information.

https://www.lakewoodoh.gov/calendar/
https://www.lakewoodalive.org/event/lakewood-summer-meltdown/
https://www.lakewoodoh.gov/human-services/


Concerts in the Park

A beloved Lakewood tradition is back! Grab
a blanket and picnic and join your neighbors
for FREE concerts in the Park.

The concerts take place at 7:00 p.m. at the
Lakewood Park Bandstand. Click here for
the full summer schedule.

Sunday, July 10 - The George Martins
Sunday, July 17- Cheeseburgers in
Paradise

Sunday, July 24 - The Hillcrest Concert
Band

Sunday, July 31- The Men of Independence

Register for the Car Seat Fit Stop 

The Lakewood Fire Department is hosting FREE monthly car seat
safety checks for Lakewood families who are interested in having
their child safety seats installed or checked for proper set-up. The
next available session is Sunday, July 24th from 9:00 a.m.- 12:00
p.m. at Fire Station #1, 14601 Madison Avenue. Registration for
the session will open two weeks before the session (July 10th).
Click here for more information and to register.

The program is a collaboration with University Hospital Rainbow
Babies & Children’s Hospital as part of the Safe Kids Greater
Cleveland program.

Meet Youth Resource Officer Justin Jameson

Meet Justin Jameson, who has been appointed to be Lakewood’s
newest Youth Resource Officer, representing the Lakewood
Police Department and acting as a liaison between city
government and Lakewood’s schools. Officer Jameson will be
assigned to the position at the beginning of the 2022-2023 school
year, and he brings a wealth of experience with him.
 
Since joining Lakewood Police Department in 2011, Officer
Jameson has enjoyed a diverse career, serving in several
different roles before being assigned to his upcoming position. He
currently serves as a Field Training Officer and Patrol Investigator,
training newly hired officers and assisting in the investigation of
crime scenes and traffic crashes. Officer Jameson is also a
member of the Westshore Enforcement Bureau as a Bomb
Technician, having served in this capacity since 2017. He was

one of Lakewood’s initial Critical Incident Team members, specializing in working with those in
crisis due to mental illness.
 
As a Youth Resource Officer, Officer Jameson will be certified as a D.A.R.E. Instructor,
teaching children about the dangers of substance abuse. He will also work closely with school
staff regarding issues of safety and security, and he will quickly become a familiar face in the
school buildings to adults and children alike.  In his off time, he enjoys traveling with his

https://www.lakewoodoh.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/BandConcerts2022.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/lkwdfire/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWgCOlPfQFsQiw36AYB9j-gmZxwBU2FhalP3R8co05yXn4qxSuVR7mhS4MNukdUL5WwkQEhRi5Ez3ro9SYoCHNupdx3k4RRInJzH0QnuleE-X_eRWYRQwoWkKxz7t9aDK5Fz7qZKnDHkqnGNzxCbPyWG9522I1SSJyj5ykRssxbCE8nO2og4TiGnMN66u6-7GE&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.lakewoodoh.gov/the-city-of-lakewood-to-host-child-safety-seat-event-thursday-july-14th/
https://www.uhhospitals.org/rainbow/services/injury-prevention-center/child-passenger-safety/car-seat-installation-and-education


family. Congratulations to Officer Jameson on his new assignment!   

We are Hiring!
The City of Lakewood is currently seeking applicants for
the following opening:

Public Works Division Manager
Fleet Mechanic

For more information and to apply, please click here.
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