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Note from Mayor Meghan F. George

The City of Lakewood takes its building code very seriously.
We see these laws as a foundational pillar of how we keep
people safe in our city – not just a hoop to be jumped through
or a nuisance to be avoided. The Division of Building and
Housing is proactive in its inspection efforts; it regularly
considers if updates to the code would be beneficial; and –
when necessary – the division is aggressive with enforcement
for those who fail to follow the rules, and especially for those
who take dangerous risks.

In December, we all saw a shocking example of what can
happen when people fail to follow our building codes when
high-risk construction work was done on the Marine Towers

West parking garage without a permit, without the involvement of professional engineers,
and in a criminally reckless manner. As you may have heard, the Cuyahoga County
Prosecutor’s office recently charged Atlas Construction, its owner, and its foreman with
felony charges for their direct roles in causing the garage to crumble.

On the day of the collapse, the City of Lakewood committed to getting to the bottom of
why this disaster took place, and our exhaustive investigation uncovered outrageous
criminal conduct by those who have now been charged. We are thankful for the work
done by Prosecutor O’Malley’s team to seek justice in this matter, and we look forward
to the resolution of the case in county court. We will keep informed on the progress of the
case.

The City Administration also took that day of crisis in late December as an opportunity to
perform another deep dive on our building code and think about how we could be
innovative to make Lakewood safer. In March, we proposed two separate pieces of
legislation to Lakewood City Council to achieve that goal.

Ordinance 04-2022 established more appropriate penalties for violations of Lakewood’s
Property Maintenance and Safety Code. After the collapse, it became clear that the
penalties that had been in place for many years were not commensurate with the
potential harm that can be caused as a result of violations. So we set about revising
those penalties.

The other building code related update, Ordinance 05-2022, requires owners of buildings
more than four stories tall and 30 years old as well as any owners of parking structures
to obtain a report on building conditions from a structural engineer on a regular basis.
This legislation will ensure proactive maintenance by commercial building owners on
structures that – if not maintained – can present a significant threat to occupants,
visitors, and the general public. This is especially important in a historic community like
Lakewood, where we benefit from the charming character of our history, but must also
stay on top of maintaining the safety of older structures that may be showing signs of
age.

A big thank you goes out to the multiple departments within the Administration that
worked together on developing these ordinances, as well as to Lakewood City Council
for its thoughtful review and unanimous passage of the legislation. The City of Lakewood
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will continue to be vigilant in keeping our community safe and healthy through our efforts
at the Division of Building and Housing.

Mayor Meghan F. George

Upcoming Events & Updates

Friday, June 17- Coffee with a Cop
Stop by for a cup of coffee and a chat with Lakewood police officers on Friday, June 17
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Giant Eagle, 14100 Detroit Avenue.

Tuesday, June 21-Summer Solstice Celebration
Where else would you celebrate the Summer Solstice than Lakewood's very own
Solstice Steps? Join us on Tuesday, June 21 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for a family-
friendly celebration that includes food trucks, live entertainment, star gazing compliments
of the Cuyahoga Astronomical Association, and children’s activities.

Friday, June 24-Lakewood Diversity Potluck Dinner
Bring your family at 6:00 p.m. at the Kiwanis Outdoor Pavilion and join your neighbors as
we celebrate Lakewood's diversity through the enjoyment of good food and good
company.

Friday, June 24-Friday Night Flick
Join us for a free movie in the park on Friday, June 24 at 9:00 p.m. Paw Patrol: The
Movie (G) will be shown at the Lakewood Park Bandstand at dusk. Please bring blankets
and lawn chairs.

Sunday, June 26-Concert in the Park
The first Concert in the Park of the summer: FireSide at 7:00 p.m. at the Lakewood Park
Bandstand.

Monday, July 4 - Fourth of July Festivities
The Lakewood Fourth of July Parade will take place on Monday, July 4, at 10:00
a.m. The parade will begin at Kenneth & Lake Avenues and head east to Lakewood
Park. There will also be a free concert before the fireworks at Lakewood Park.

Concerts in the Park are returning! Check our calendar of events below for the full
schedule.

Calendar of
Events

Get Ready to Make a Splash!

Summer is here, and the pools are ready for swimmers.
Becks Pool at Madison Park opened on Wednesday, June
1st, and Foster Pool at Lakewood Park will open on
Wednesday, June 8th.

For more information and the pool schedules, click here.

Fourth of July Parade Applications Available

https://www.lakewoodoh.gov/calendar/
https://www.lakewoodrecreation.com/municipal-pools


Applications for the 2022 Lakewood Fourth of July
Parade are now available. The parade will take place on
Monday, July 4th at 10:00 a.m. The parade will step off at
Kenneth and Lake Avenues and head east to Lakewood
Park. After the parade, nonprofit organizations will be
offering food and game booths at the park.

Click here for an application to participate. Applications
must be received by Wednesday, June 22nd.

Lakewood Represented at National Conference

Congratulations to Senior Planners Michelle Nochta & David
Baas on being selected to present at the American Planning
Association National Conference.

Dave presented the challenges of meeting on-street parking
needs in older communities. Michelle's presentation was on
ADA Compliance and the importance of using visual aids in
zoning codes.

H2O (Help to Others) News

It's not too late to register for H2O Summer Service Camp!
There are openings for the third session, July 12-21.

H2O Summer Service Camp is an experience like no other!
Campers are guided through each day by a counselor in a
small group where they will experience a variety of service
projects, including working at the Foodbank, growing food to
donate, a clothing drive, supporting refugees, volunteering at
the Cleveland Kids Book Bank…and more! The camp fee is
$80.00. Financial assistance is available; we truly welcome all
eligible campers regardless of their ability to pay.

Please contact Emmie Hutchison at (216)529-6045 or emmie.hutchison@lakewoodoh.net for a
code to receive a discount. Registration is open to Lakewood residents who will be in 7th, 8th,
or 9th grade in Fall 2022. Click here to register. 

Annual Clothing Drive
The Annual H2O Clothing Drive for families is taking place June 4-July 17. Residents may take
donated clothing and school supplies to any of the three Lakewood Fire Stations, which are all
open seven days a week. Click here for more information.

Congratulations to Mary Sidell on her Retirement!

Mary Sidell retired from the Lakewood Fire Department
following 34 years of impeccable service to the city of
Lakewood and its citizens. For the entirety of her career, Mary
exhibited selflessness in her service that was second to none.
The city and the department were made better by her work
ethic and approach. 
 
During her retirement, Mary plans to enjoy traveling, but will
also continue to teach EMS to departments in Northeast Ohio.
For years Mary has strengthened the EMS system through her
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passionate efforts as an instructor. The city was fortunate
beyond description to be served by Mary since 1988. And we
wish her a long and healthy retirement, filled with many new
places visited.

We are Hiring!
The City of Lakewood is currently seeking applicants for
the following opening:

Administrative Assistant – Refuse Department
Fleet Mechanic
Lateral Patrol Officer
Entry Level Patrol Officer
Purchasing Manager

For more information and to apply, please click here.

Human Services Director Toni Gelsimino Retires

After over three decades of service for the City of
Lakewood, Human Services Director Antoinette “Toni”
Gelsimino will be retiring at month’s end. Her
leadership and touchpoints with so many
Lakewoodites, old and young are unsurpassed.

The capstone to a great career was the collective
thank you by generations of those she has touched
and affected. We wish her all the best, and she will be
missed.

Bike & Scooter Safety Reminders
As the summer months begin and more residents are out and
about on bicycles and scooters, it’s important to review our
applicable traffic laws – to reinforce proper behavior and
ensure we are all able to safely share our streets and
sidewalks.

Helmets are required for all riders under the age of 18.

Riding on our Streets
Everyone riding a bicycle or scooter on our streets has the
same rights – as well as responsibilities for safe conduct and

https://www.lakewoodoh.gov/human-resources/


following traffic laws – as the driver of an automobile. Our
laws provide that:
·      On a shared roadway, ride as near to the right side of the
travel lane as practicable.
·      Ride no more than two abreast in a single lane.
·      Obey all traffic rules, signals, signs, and other control
devices applicable to automobiles.
·      Carry only the number of people for which the bicycle or
scooter is designed and equipped.
·      Ensure the bicycle or scooter is equipped with an
adequate brake.
When riding from sunset to sunrise, the bicycle or scooter
must be equipped with the following:
·      A suitable white light (visible at 500 feet) mounted on the
front.
·      A red reflector or red light (flashing or steady; visible at
500 feet) mounted on the rear.
·      For safety, the colors are not interchangeable between
front and rear – only white lights are permitted on front, only red light/reflectors permitted on
rear.

Riding on our Sidewalks
Under certain circumstances, bicycles can be ridden on a sidewalk. However, there may be
designated areas where bicycle use is prohibited. When designated, these prohibited areas will
be clearly marked.

Electric Scooters are not permitted to operate on sidewalks . The only exception is when
moving the scooter directly between the roadway and an appropriate parking area.
In general, everyone riding a bicycle upon a sidewalk shall have the same rights – as well as
responsibilities for safe conduct and following the law – as a pedestrian. Our laws provide that:
·      Bicycles may be ridden when sidewalks are not congested with pedestrian traffic. 
·      If the sidewalk is congested with pedestrian traffic, bicycles must be walked.
·      If riding on a sidewalk, Bicyclists must yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian and give an
appropriate audible signal (voice, bell, etc.) when passing a pedestrian.

Parking a bicycle or scooter
Bicycles and scooters should be parked responsibly in bike racks, corrals, or designated
parking areas. All bicycles and scooters will be parked in an upright position. It is against the
law to:
·      Park a bicycle or scooter upon a sidewalk in any way that interferes with pedestrian traffic.
This includes obstructing ramps, building entrances, and transit stops.
·     Park a bicycle or scooter on any street in a way that interferes with vehicular traffic.

Have a great and safe summer!
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