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Note from Mayor Meghan F. George

Recently, the City of Lakewood was honored to
welcome the State of Ohio Auditor’s office once
again to a meeting of City Council where
Lakewood received the Auditor of State Award
with Distinction. Less than 5% of the roughly
4,000 state and local government entities
audited by the State are able to achieve this
status, which demands a perfectly clean audit
that is filed timely and accurately, conforming to
all governmental accounting guidelines.

This is the third consecutive year that our top-
notch team at City Hall has achieved this exclusive status and speaks to our deep
commitment to fiscal excellence and integrity as the stewards of your public
dollars.  Additionally, this award provides evidence to the investment community of our
financial integrity and trustworthiness, which helps maintain our bond rating and keeps
borrowing costs low for Lakewood’s major capital projects when we bond out debt. 

While the State Auditor was here examining our accounting and financial reporting, they
were also analyzing our transparency. Lakewood was assigned the State Auditor highest
transparency rating of 4 “StaRS” in its examination of how Lakewood responds to public
records requests. This high rating confirms our deep commitment at the City of
Lakewood to providing full access to information and records to members of the public.

Finally, in addition to the Government Finance Officers Association Award for Excellence
in Financial Reporting, the City was also awarded the Distinguished Budget Presentation
Award for the second consecutive year, and only the 6th time in Lakewood’s history. I’m
very proud of our Finance staff, and all my directors and division heads that work
diligently to compile information that the city needs to develop an exemplary budget
book. 

As we enter October, the annual budget season is well under way, and I continue to
work with my departmental directors and division heads to prepare budget allocations
that reflect our community vision, values, and priorities. There will also be opportunities
to invest in the City’s long-term goals and needs with select capital and other special
projects that maintain or improve the quality of life for our residents.  As always, my core
focus is to remain financially realistic and responsible with a balanced budget while
keeping the excellent level of service that our residents, businesses, and visitors have
come to expect and deserve.

I look forward to continuing conversations with the community about important budget
priorities while working with City Council to align our budget with the needs of the City of
Lakewood. Look for more on the budget process in the weeks to come.

Mayor Meghan F. George

Upcoming Events & Updates
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Sunday, October 9- Firefighter Recognition
Ceremony The Lakewood Fire Department will
host its annual Firefighter Recognition Ceremony
on Sunday, October 9 at 12:00 PM at Fire
Station No. 1, 14601 Madison Avenue.  

Saturday, October 15- Spooky Pooch Parade
The 15th Annual Spooky Pooch Parade takes
place on Saturday, October 15 from 12:30 to
3:30 p.m. at Madison Park.
 
October 31- Halloween Trick-or-Treating
The City of Lakewood will observe Halloween Trick-or-Treating between the hours of
6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Monday, October 31.

New Law Director Ernie Vargo
Welcome Ernie Vargo, the new Law Director for the City of
Lakewood. Ernie comes to the City after a long and
successful career at Baker Hostetler, where he spent 37
years in the fields of antitrust and complex commercial
litigation with a focused, accountable, and results-oriented
approach to every case and client need. He has achieved
ranking in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for
Business and in The Best Lawyers in America since 2008.
Additionally, he served as the President of the Board of
Trustees for the nonprofit organization, Youth Challenge from
2013 to 2015 and he continues to volunteer his time with the
organization as an Attorney Volunteer.
 
Ernie has lived in Lakewood for 19 years with his wife Trisha, three teen-age children, and two
cats who keep him busy. He enjoys hiking, reading about World War II, and watching OSU
football.

How Healthy is Lakewood?
Be sure to check out the Lakewood Community
Health Needs Assessment Report. Working with
our partners at the Healthy Lakewood Foundation,
the Three Arches Foundation and the Center for
Community Solutions, this report, the first of two
reports tied to the Lakewood Community Health
Needs Assessment and Action Plan, comes after
nearly a year of research and analysis conducted
by Community Solutions.

The report was built on primary data from the US
Census as well as secondary data tied to a

broad, statistically representative community survey, numerous focus groups and interviews
with key stakeholders in the City of Lakewood. The report is organized around the Center for
Disease Control’s definitions for social determinants and documents key indicators of
community health: economic stability, access to both quality education and health care,
neighborhood and built environment, and social and community context.

To view and download the report, click here.

Firefighter Recognition

https://www.communitysolutions.com/LakewoodHealth/


Ceremony
The Lakewood Fire Department will host its annual
Firefighter Recognition Ceremony on Sunday,
October 9 at 12:00 PM at Fire Station No.
1, 14601 Madison Avenue.  Join Mayor Meghan
George, the Lakewood Fire Department, and
community leaders as they honor new firefighters
who have joined the Lakewood Fire Department
as well as firefighters who have retired or have
been promoted over the last year. This event also kicks off National Fire Prevention Week,
which runs October 9-15. 
 
All on-duty fire personnel will gather with fire apparatus at the site of the Firefighter’s Memorial
in front of the station for the ceremony.  Members of the public are invited and encouraged to
attend.

Reminders for Landlords
Attention landlords! Housing License registrations
are due on November 1, 2022. For information on
obtaining a housing license visit our website here.

The City is offering resources to assist landlords in
Lakewood, please visit here to view those
resources.

Car Seat Safety Check
The Lakewood Fire Department will host a Car Seat Fit Stop
event on Sunday October 16  from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. at
Fire Station #1, 14601 Madison Avenue.

This free event is open to Lakewood families who are
interested in having their car seats installed or checked for
proper set up.

To sign up, click here.

Trick or Treat
The City of Lakewood will observe Halloween Trick-or-
Treating between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
on Monday, October 31.
 
The City offers these safety tips for parents,
residents, and drivers:
 
Parents should encourage their trick-or-treaters to be

especially careful after sunset. If escorting their children, parents should carry a
flashlight as an additional safeguard.
Residents giving out candy and treats can help prevent accidents by reminding children
to be especially careful crossing streets and to walk up and down steps, instead of

http://www.onelakewood.com/accordions/register-for-your-housing-license/
http://www.onelakewood.com/accordions/for-landlords/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmwnTbdEIY1mm6vcmX1t8So4wB7qJ2p6FwcywkEuTE69ChzQ/viewform


running.
Halloween night drivers should be especially vigilant. Motorists should drive more
cautiously and be prepared to stop.

Recycling Reminders

This sticker is coming to your recycling toter soon! Over the next couple of months, the Division
of Refuse & Recycling will be placing this sticker on your toter as they collect your weekly
recycling as a reminder of the items that can be recycled.

Spooky Pooch Parade
Don't miss one of the most fun fall events
in Lakewood. LakewoodAlive's15th Annual
Spooky Pooch Parade is planned for
Saturday, October 15, from 12:30 to 3:30
p.m. at Madison Park in Lakewood’s
Birdtown neighborhood.

A favorite autumn tradition for Northeast
Ohio dog lovers, this community festival
represents a one-of-a-kind event within the region, providing a tail-wagging good time for
canine and human guests alike. The family-friendly event includes a free-to-attend festival at
Madison Park, parade along Madison Avenue and surrounding streets, and awards for
pooches and their humans.
 
Pre-registration is $10 per dog and day-of registration is $15 per dog. Multiple dog discounts
are available with pre-registration only. Humans are free. This community event takes place
rain or shine, and proceeds from the parade benefit LakewoodAlive, a community-centered
nonprofit organization. For more information, click here.

We are Hiring!
The City of Lakewood is currently seeking applicants
for the following openings:

Director of Public Works
Public Works Project Manager
Entry Level Civil Service Firefighter/Paramedic Test
Entry Level or Fleet Mechanic

For more information and to apply, please click here.

https://www.lakewoodalive.org/event/spooky-pooch-parade-2022/
https://www.lakewoodoh.gov/human-resources/


Fire Prevention Week Safety
Reminders
Escape Planning
If a fire breaks out in your home, you may only
have a few minutes to get out safely once the
smoke alarm sounds. Everyone needs to know
what to do and where to go if there is a fire.

Make a home escape plan. Draw a map of
your home showing all doors and windows.
Discuss the plan with everyone in your
home.
Know at least two ways out of every room, if
possible.
Have an outside meeting place a safe
distance from the home where everyone should meet.
Practice your home fire drill at night and during the day with everyone in your home,
twice a year.
Practice using different ways out.
Teach children how to escape on their own in case you can't help them.
Close doors behind you as you leave.
If the smoke alarm sounds, get out and stay out. Never go back inside for people or pets.
IF you have to escape through smoke, get low and go under the smoke to your way out.
Call the fire department from outside your home.

For more information and safety tips, visit nfpa.org/fpw.
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