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DOCKET
OF A MEETING OF 

 LAKEWOOD CITY COUNCIL 
AUDITORIUM 
APRIL 18, 2022 

7:30 P.M. 

The Regular Meetings of Lakewood City Council shall be held on the first and third Mondays of 
each month at 7:30 P.M., except that when such meeting date falls on a holiday such meeting shall instead 
be held on the following day.  A Docket and Agenda of the business proposed to be transacted by Council 
will be available in the Clerk’s Office and on the City’s website www.lakewoodoh.gov the Friday before a 
Council meeting. 

Protocol for public comment can be found at the end of this docket. The public may view a 
livestream of the meeting at the following link. 

www.lakewoodoh.gov/councilvideos 

I. Pledge of Allegiance

II. Moment of Silence

III. Roll Call
Reading & disposal of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held April 4, 2022.

IV. Elections for President of Council.

V. Elections for Vice President of Council.

VI. Reports, legislation and communications from Members of Council, the Mayor and
other City Officials.

****OLD BUSINESS**** 

1. Committee of the Whole Report regarding meetings held April 11 & April 18th, 2022. (to
be provided)

2. RESOLUTION 2022-14 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or
otherwise to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law,
authorizing the negotiation of an agreement by and between the City of Lakewood, Ohio,
a municipal corporation and political subdivision in and of the State of Ohio (the “City”),
related to the development of City-owned property at the southeast corner of Detroit
Avenue and Belle Avenue. (Referred to COW 4/4/22) (pg. 001)

3. ORDINANCE 15-2022 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it

http://www.lakewoodoh.gov/
http://www.lakewoodoh.gov/councilvideos
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receives the affirmative vote of at least five (5) members of Council, or otherwise to take 
effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, amending Section 335.01, 
Driver’s or Commercial Driver’s License Required, of the Codified Ordinances of the 
City of Lakewood in order update the penalties for violation of this provision to match 
those established in the Ohio Revised Code.  (1st read & referred to Public Safety 
3/21/22; 2nd reading 4/4/22) (pg. 024) 

4. ORDINANCE 16-2022 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it
receives the affirmative vote of at least five (5) members of Council, or otherwise to take
effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, to establish a right to
counsel for individuals in civil cases involving tenants facing eviction in Lakewood
Municipal Court. (1st read and referred to HPD 4/4/22) (pg. 028)

***NEW BUSINESS*** 

5. Communication from Mayor George, Councilmember Bullock & Councilmember Rader
affirming the City of Lakewood’s participation in NOPEC’s electricity aggregation
program and the election of affordable, turnkey clean energy service, among other
consumer choices. (pg. 031)

6. RESOLUTION 2022-17 - A RESOLUTION to affirm the City of Lakewood’s
participation in NOPEC’s electricity aggregation program and to elect affordable, turnkey
clean energy service, among other consumer choices. (pg. 032)

7. Communication from Vice President Litten regarding re-codification of ordinances. (pg.
034)

8. ORDINANCE 17-2022 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or
otherwise to take effect and be in force at the earliest period allowed by law, to approve
the editing and inclusion of certain ordinances as parts of the various component codes of
the Codified Ordinances and to provide for the publication of such new matter. (pg. 035)

9. Communication from Mayor George regarding addressing public safety capacity needs
and priorities through the use of ARPA dollars. (pg. 037)

10. RESOLUTION 2022-16 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it
receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or
otherwise to take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law,
authorizing the Mayor and/or Director of Finance or Director of Law to allocate One
Million Nine Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,900,000) to for public safety with such funds
allocated from the American Rescue Plan (“ARP”) and Coronavirus State and Local
Fiscal Recovery Funds (“CSLFRF”). (pg. 039)

11. Communication from Mayor George regarding appointment to the Architecture Board of
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Review. (pg. 041) 

12. Communication from Mayor George regarding appointment to the Community Relations
Advisory Commission. (pg. 042)

***LIQUOR PERMITS*** 

13. Liquor Permit Notice regarding SomeSomm LLC at 16000 Detroit Ave. Suite 110 (pg.
043)

14. Liquor Permit Notice regarding West 117 Development Fieldhouse LLC at 1384 Hird
Ave. (pg. 044)

***PUBLIC COMMENT**** 

PUBLIC COMMENT PROTOCOL  
The public is invited to comment on an agenda item or to make comments unrelated to the 
agenda during the designated public comment period at the end of the meeting. Rules of 
decorum are outlined in LCO 121.08. 

Written Comments 
Please submit written public comment through the eComment platform available HERE. 
• Written comments must be submitted in advance of the meeting.

• Written comments not related to topics on the agenda may be submitted under the Public
Comment portion of the agenda (at the end).

Requests to Speak in Person 
• The public is invited to attend the meeting and make comments in-person. Please use the

signup sheets available in the auditorium. Staff members will be available to help you sign
in.

****ANNOUNCEMENTS**** 

https://onelakewood.granicusideas.com/meetings/296-regular-council-meeting/agenda_items


RESOLUTION NO.  2022-14XX-18 BY: 

A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it receives the affirmative vote of at 
least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take effect and be in force after the 
earliest period allowed by law, authorizing the negotiation of an agreement by and between the 
City of Lakewood, Ohio, a municipal corporation and political subdivision in and of the State of 
Ohio (the “City”), related to the development of City-owned property at the southeast corner of 
Detroit Avenue and Belle Avenue. 

WHEREAS, after an extensive period of due diligence and public input, the City has 
engaged in a process for identifying an appropriate developer and development plan for the City-
owned property at the southeast corner of Detroit Avenue and Belle Avenue, known as the former 
Lakewood Hospital site, and following that process has identified CASTO as the most appropriate 
partner for such development; and 

WHEREAS, the City administration and CASTO have arrived at a shared vision to invest 
in the development of the Lakewood Hospital site, in a way that is beneficial to the citizens of 
Lakewood, including by providing a mix of office, retail and residential space, structured parking, 
and a multi-functional outdoor public space; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution of the State of Ohio, the Ohio Revised Code and 
the Third Amended Charter of the City of Lakewood, municipalities have the power to enact laws 
that are for the health, safety, welfare, comfort and peace of the citizens of the municipality, and 
to provide for local self-government; and 

WHEREAS, as set forth in Section 2.12 of the Third Amended Charter of the City of 
Lakewood, this Council by a vote of at least two thirds of its members determines that this 
resolution is an emergency measure and that it shall take effect immediately, and that it is necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public property, health, and safety and to provide for the 
usual daily operation of municipal departments, in that negotiation of a development agreement 
will assist in returning this property to a viable use; now, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF LAKEWOOD, OHIO: 

Section 1.  The City authorizes the negotiation of a development agreement with CASTO 
for the development of the City-owned property at the southeast corner of Detroit Avenue and 
Belle Avenue, known as the former Lakewood Hospital site, based on the fully executed Term 
Sheet attached hereto as Exhibit 1 (“Term Sheet”).   

Section 2.  The negotiated development agreement shall be subject to the final approval of 
Council. 

Referred to COW 4/4/22

001



Section 3.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the passage of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, 
and that all such deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that resulted in such 
formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements. 

Section 4.  This resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for 
the immediate preservation of the public peace, property, health, safety and welfare in the City and 
for the usual daily operation of the City for the reasons set forth and defined in the preamble to 
this resolution, and provided it receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of its members 
of Council this resolution shall take effect and be in force immediately, or otherwise shall take 
effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law. 

Adopted _________________________ __________________________________ 
Daniel J. O’Malley, President of Council 

__________________________________ 
Maureen M. Bach, Clerk of Council 

Approved ________________________ __________________________________ 
Meghan F. George, Mayor 
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EXHIBIT 1 

Term Sheet 

(See following pages) 
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MEGHAN F. GEORGE 
MAYOR 

March 23, 2022 

CASTO / North Pointe Realty  
Brent Sobzak 
President 
250 South Civic Center Drive, No. 500 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

RE: Term Sheet for Lakewood Downtown Development 

Dear Mr. Sobzak: 

The City of Lakewood (“City”) is excited to partner with CASTO and North Pointe Realty (collectively, 
“Developer”) on the redevelopment of the former hospital site in Downtown Lakewood.  As an Ohio-based 
developer, CASTO has successfully built complex, high quality urban projects around the country and 
consistently ranks nationally as one of the best residential and commercial real estate developers and 
property management companies. Locally, North Pointe Realty is an outstanding full-service commercial 
real estate development, property management, leasing, and brokerage firm with offices in Mayfield 
Heights, Lakewood and Akron.  North Pointe Realty has long-standing local relationships with the 
Lakewood business community and brings office building expertise from the development of more than 40 
projects throughout Northeast Ohio.  This is a tremendous partnership bringing the necessary talent and 
experience to reposition this important property as a high quality, mixed use development anchoring our 
Downtown. 

To this end, the City and Developer have agreed to the general terms and conditions of the redevelopment 
of the site (“Project”) currently identified as 14501 and 14519 Detroit Avenue (parcels 314-07-007, 314-
07-008, 314-07-014, and 314-07-017) (“Property”).  While this general agreement represents a significant
step in the redevelopment process, there is still much work to be done to refine these generalities into a
detailed development plan and agreement.

This Term Sheet establishes the general terms and conditions of a potential transaction between the City 
and Developer for the proposed Project that will be further defined by a Development Agreement and is 
based upon, but not limited to, and subject to the following conditions:  

1. Approval by Lakewood City Council;
2. The general terms and conditions contained herein;
3. Documentation satisfactory to the City;
4. Confirmation by the City that the Developer has sufficient financing for the Project; and
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5. Provision of any and all additional information reasonably requested by the City.  
 
This Term Sheet will expire at the City’s option if:  
 

1. The Term Sheet has not been reviewed, signed, and returned to the City by Developer 
within thirty (30) calendar days of the date of this Term Sheet;  

2. There occurs any material adverse change in the financial condition or affairs of Developer 
from that currently represented to the City such that in the reasonable determination of the 
City, Developer will be unable to complete the Project as contemplated by this Term 
Sheet;  

3. A Preliminary and Final Planned Development Plan for the Property is not approved within 
twelve (12) months from the date of this Term Sheet; or 

4. A Development Agreement is not executed within twelve (12) months from the date of this 
Term Sheet. 

 
 

General Terms & Conditions  
 
 

1. Project Description. 

  
 The Project will consist of a multi-story mixed use development located on approximately 5.7 acres 

of City-owned real property bounded by Detroit Avenue, Belle Avenue and Marlowe Avenue in 
the City of Lakewood, as generally depicted on the site plan attached hereto as Exhibit A.  
Developer submitted the Project as part of the Request for Qualifications (“RFQ”) issued by the 
City on February 6, 2017, and as presented in response to the Request for Proposals (“RFP”) issued 
by the City on May 8, 2017. 

 
 Generally, the Project will include a mix of office, retail, restaurant, commercial and residential 

space; structured parking; a multi-functional year-round outdoor community space; and adaptive 
re-use and efforts to preserve of the historic façade of the Curtis Block building. 

 
 The Project will demonstrate high quality design and architecture; it will include a balanced and 

thoughtful mix of uses, will engage and have a strong street and public space presence including 
significant outdoor spaces, incorporate economically feasible sustainable development practices, 
create a first class multi-functional outdoor community gathering space, and be supported by the 
Community Vision, the Development Objectives, and the Architectural Design Guidelines and 
Standards (copies of which are available at http://www.lakewoodoh.gov/downtowndevelopment/).  

 
2. Project Requirements. 

 

a. Office and Retail Development Requirements.  The Project will include a mix of office 
(“Office Component”), retail, restaurant, and other commercial (“Retail Component”) 
users.  Except as otherwise provided in this Term Sheet, the Project will target a minimum 
of 85,000 square feet, combined, of office, retail, restaurant, and commercial space (the 
“Minimum Combined Commercial Development”), consisting of approximately 60,000 
square feet of office space and 25,000 square feet of retail, restaurant, and commercial 
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space, exclusive of any outdoor space dedicated to such private use, provided that such mix 
of uses shall be subject to change to reflect market conditions. 

 
i. The City and Developer acknowledge that a hotel use is desirable for the Project, 

however both parties agree that the current market and demands by potential hotel 
operators are not financially feasible or appropriate at this time. Nothing in this 
Term Sheet shall preclude the future inclusion of a hotel use in the Project provided 
that the hotel use does not replace or reduce anticipated office space but will count 
toward satisfaction of the Minimum Combined Commercial Development. 

 
ii. Prior to execution of the Development Agreement to be negotiated by the parties, 

Developer will submit a summary of anticipated retail tenant categories for the 
City’s review, which tenant mix will be generally consistent with the product mix 
concept submitted by Developer in response to the RFP. 

 
iii. Developer acknowledges the importance to the Project of including local, 

independent, and unique businesses in the tenant mix.  Developer will use 
commercially reasonable efforts to cause at least 25% of the gross retail and 
restaurant leasable area during the initial lease-up of the Project to be local, 
regional, or state businesses. 

 
b. Residential Development Requirements. The Project will target a minimum of 200 

residential units (the “Residential Component”).  The residential units will be: 
 

i. Reflective of current and anticipated market conditions and include a mix of unit 
types, sizes, and number of bedrooms; 
 

ii. Respectful of and sensitive to the scale and character of the surrounding single 
family neighbors; and  

 
iii. Responsive to the changing dynamics of housing demand and availability within 

the City of Lakewood.   
 

iv. Developer will target as many “for sale” units as commercially reasonable and 
require owner-occupancy by deed restriction or other acceptable measure approved 
by the City for a period of 30 years.  For sale properties will be identified prior to 
the establishment of any tax increment financing with respect to the Project, as 
described below.   
 

c. Preservation of Curtis Block.  The exterior of the Curtis Block building has been 
designated as historic pursuant to Chapter 1134 of the City’s Zoning Code.  Preservation 
of the Curtis Block building is an objective of the City and Developer for the Project.  The 
City has shared with Developer various reports and studies outlining the condition of the 
Curtis Block and Developer has visually inspected the building.  Based on these reports, 
studies, and inspection, Developer is analyzing various opportunities for adaptive re-use 
and preservation of the historic façade of the Curtis Block building.  Developer will 
regularly consult with City regarding the outcomes of this analysis and will share with City 
any technical reports, financial analyses, or other reviews conducted regarding the 
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feasibility of preservation, as well as such information as the City shall reasonably request 
regarding the economic impact of preservation on the Developer’s ability to undertake the 
Project. 
 
While preservation of the Curtis Block is a Project objective, both the City and Developer 
acknowledge that alternatives to preservation should be contemplated during the 
Preliminary and Final Planned Development Plan approval process to allow for a 
comprehensive assessment of options for the building in the event that preservation is 
determined to be impractical or impossible.  Currently, the facade preservation of the Curtis 
Block is estimated to cost $2,000,000.  Any alternative analysis to preservation must 
consider how this investment can be redirected and utilized to enhance a replacement 
building and achieve other objectives of the Project.  The Developer and the City may 
mutually agree upon an alternative to preservation to be agreed upon in the Development 
Agreement. 
 
Developer acknowledges the local historic designation of the building requires a Certificate 
of Appropriateness to be approved for any exterior alterations of the historic exterior.  In 
the event an alternative to preservation is not agreed to, Developer shall: 
 
i. Obtain approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the exterior of the Curtis 

Block building from the Architectural Board of Review (“ABR”) which confirms 
that proposed design plans for the building are in accordance with Chapter 1134; 
 

ii. Retain the building’s key historic architectural exterior features, and implement 
measures to preserve the existing exterior form, integrity and materials of the 
building if economically feasible.  Developer, in conjunction with the City, will 
work with Lakewood Historical Society to salvage items not contributing to the 
exterior and not being repurposed elsewhere on the Project;  

 
iii. Provide appropriate insurance; and 

 
iv. As part of the first phase of construction, structurally stabilize and make watertight 

the Curtis Block building.  
 
Any alternative to preservation scenario will be subject to approval by the ABR.  In either 
a preservation or alternative to preservation scenario, the Developer will use commercially 
reasonably effort and receive input from the City with respect to the highest and best use 
of the Curtis Block, including considering tenant and use options that support community 
initiatives, entrepreneurship, organizations, goals and/or programs. 

 
d. Community Space/Improvements.   
 

i. Community Space. The Project shall include a community-oriented shared space 
(the “Community Space”) that will be improved in a first-class manner with quality 
materials with the objective of being a programmed, year-round, first-class, multi-
functional community gathering and event space.  The Community Space shall be 
of a size approved by the City of approximately 20,000 square feet and appropriate 
to fulfill the stated objective and shall have substantial frontage on Detroit Avenue.  
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Ownership, maintenance, and use of the Community Space will be the 
responsibility of Developer, or other authority as is defined below, if mutually 
agreed by Developer and the City, with the City enjoying certain rights for access, 
use, programming and other rights which will be fully described in the 
Development Agreement. The City will provide appropriate and adequate 
insurance coverage for City events held within the Community Space which shall 
name Developer (and property owner, if different from Developer) as an insured 
and to be further detailed in the Development Agreement.  

(A) Developer shall annually reserve sufficient funds in its operating budget
solely for maintenance of and capital repairs to the Community Space and
shall annually provide the City a copy of such budget and evidence of the
amounts in the reserve fund.

(B) Developer and the City will discuss the formation and operation of a New
Community Authority (“NCA”); declaration of covenants and/ or Special
Improvement District (“SID”) to perform one or more of the ownership,
maintenance or use functions of the Community Space.

(C) The Community Space must be designed to the plans and specifications of
the City and be approved through the required ABR and Planning
Commission process.

ii. Public Art. Public Art is important to the quality of life of the City.  Developer will
work with the City to identify and implement or financially support opportunities
for public art, including but not limited to murals, lighting, sculptures, seasonal or
annual temporary installations, and other displays as approved by the City.

iii. Required Public Improvements.

(A) Developer shall be responsible for the construction of the Community
Space, sidewalk replacement and streetscape improvements along Detroit,
Marlowe, and Belle Avenues, including the purchase and installation of a
transit waiting environment on Detroit Avenue for the Greater Cleveland
Regional Transit Authority (GCRTA), should a stop be desired by the
GCRTA along the frontage of the Property. Developer also shall be
responsible for the construction of new public and private streets and
alleys internal to the Property.  Developer and the City will discuss the use
of funds from a tax increment financing district, SID, and/or new
community authority to provide reimbursements of public improvement
costs to Developer for those improvements which are contemplated in this
paragraph and throughout this subsection (iii).

(B) The City has disclosed, and Developer acknowledges, that there is a buried
storm sewer traversing the southwestern portion of the Property.
Developer understands it may be necessary to relocate said storm sewer
because of the Project or to incorporate the storm sewer drainage into the
Project’s infrastructure, if not already complete, all of which will be
included in the Property Improvement MOU (as hereinafter defined).

(C) Developer will explore opportunities to bury utilities along Detroit
Avenue and implement such measures if economically feasible.
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(D) Private Avenues and Access Drives shall be constructed to Lakewood’s
City Standards unless otherwise approved by the City and Developer shall
be responsible for any and all maintenance thereof.

e. Historical Significance.  The City and Developer acknowledge the historical significance
of the Property to the Lakewood community.  To the extent possible and practical through
the design process, Developer shall make an effort to honor such history and incorporate it
into the design and/or programming of the Project.

f. Traffic Requirements.

i. Unless otherwise approved by the City, all public streets must remain open during
the construction of the Project.  Developer shall use commercially reasonably
efforts to keep all public streets reasonably free of dirt and debris during
construction consistent with Projects of this type.

ii. Developer and its contractor shall provide a construction traffic plan to the City
for approval.  Such plan shall be sensitive to the existing residences on Marlowe
and Belle Avenues and limit obstruction of daily use and connectivity to the
existing street network.

iii. A traffic impact study is required to be completed as part of the Planned
Development zoning process.  Such traffic impact study shall be completed in
accordance with standards of the City and State of Ohio Department of
Transportation.

g. Parking Requirements.

i. On site, adjacent, and proximate parking is critical to the success of the Project.
Parking requirements for the Project will be determined primarily by the final
Project size and occupant mix and will be satisfied through:

(A) On-site structured parking owned by Developer or another entity approved
by the City;

(B) Existing public parking/ shared parking proximate to the Project; and
(C) Comprehensive wayfinding signage program.

ii. Developer has been advised that the City has certain parking obligations related to
the Project under Section 2.2(b) and (c) of that certain Master Agreement among
the City, Lakewood Hospital Association and the Cleveland Clinic Foundation,
dated December 21, 2015, including but not limited to the provision of [75] spaces
for use of the Clinic under certain terms and conditions specified therein.  The City
will continue to explore a mutually acceptable alternative approach to satisfying
these obligations prior to execution of the Development Agreement, including but
not limited to availability of designated spaces within the structured parking
included within the Project.  A complete and accurate copy of the Master
Agreement shall be provided to Developer for its review while the Development
Agreement is being negotiated.
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iii. A portion of the parking spaces within the Project shall be made available for use 

by the public 24 hours a day, seven days a week on terms similar to other municipal 
parking (e.g. first 15 minutes are free).  For the avoidance of doubt, the “public” 
spaces shall be available to all downtown visitors and shall not be limited to 
patrons of the Project. 

 
iv. Developer or the owner/operator of the structured parking shall annually reserve 

sufficient funds in its operating budget for maintenance of and capital repairs to 
the structured parking and shall annually provide the City a copy of such budget 
and evidence of the amounts in the reserve fund.   

 
v. A parking study is required to be completed as part of the Planned Development 

zoning process.  Such parking study shall be completed in accordance with 
standards of the City. 

 
3. Property Conveyance. 

 
a. Due Diligence Period.  Developer will have a period of three (3) months following the 

execution of the Development Agreement during which to complete its due diligence 
review of the Property (the “Due Diligence Period”).  This period may be extended for an 
additional period up to three (3) months, provided Developer is working in good faith to 
determine the feasibility of the Project.  At Developer’s sole cost and expense, Developer 
may conduct any inspections of the Property the Developer deems necessary or desirable 
to confirm the feasibility of the Project and the condition of the Property, including, without 
limitation, physical inspections, environmental inspections, tests and surveys, soil borings, 
geotechnical testing, surveys and title searches.  In addition, Developer is open and 
encouraged by the City to commence its due diligence investigations of the Property during 
the time when the Development Agreement is being drafted and negotiated, subject to an 
access agreement between Developer and the City which provides Developer with the right 
to enter the Property to undertake testing and studies and provides the City with an 
indemnification for any resulting damages, losses, or claims, in addition to other customary 
provisions.  Developer will provide the City with copies of any such inspections and 
reports, regardless of whether Developer elects to proceed with the acquisition of the 
Property.  Prior to the expiration of the Due Diligence Period, Developer may elect to 
terminate the Development Agreement in writing, for any reason, and upon such 
termination, Developer will have no further rights or obligations under the Development 
Agreement except for provisions of the Development Agreement that expressly survive 
termination. Developer and City and their respective consultants shall cooperate and share 
results of investigations and diligence.   

b. Conditions to Closing.  
 

i. Upon satisfaction of the conditions to conveyance to be identified in the 
Development Agreement, the City will convey fee title to the Property to 
Developer via limited warranty deed.  The City will convey the Property to 
Developer for a price to be negotiated (the “Purchase Price”) in consideration of 
the following: 
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(A) Developer’s commitment to construct the Project in a first-class manner
and in accordance with the Development Objectives, including the
Community Space and other components described in this letter;

(B) Inclusion of sustainability features, as more particularly described
elsewhere; and

(C) The other economic benefits that are anticipated to be realized by the
construction of the Project, and as part of the City’s investment in the
Project.

ii. Conveyance of the Property to Developer shall be subject to Developer
demonstrating to the City’s reasonable satisfaction that it has satisfied the
following conditions:

(A) Simultaneous closing for commercial loans to finance one or more
portions of the construction of the Community Space, the office, retail/
commercial components of the Project, and the parking garage, and
executed commitment letters from one or more lenders sufficient for
financing the balance of such components, together with confirmation
from such lender(s) that they are prepared to close such financings within
sixty (60) days;

(B) Developer and the City have commenced negotiating a mutually
acceptable operations and maintenance plan for the Community Space;

(C) Developer, with assistance and support from the City, has obtained the
necessary rezoning and any required lot splits or consolidations
contemplated below;

(D) Architectural Board of Review and the Planning Commission have
approved the plans and specifications for the Project as contemplated by
below;

(E) Developer to provide evidence of executed purchase contract or similar
instrument satisfactory to the City regarding acquisition of first floor lobby
and floors 2-4 by Class A office user upon completion; and

(F) Such other customary closing conditions to be more particularly described
in the Development Agreement.

iii. If the foregoing conditions to transfer of the Property are not satisfied within four
(4) months after the expiration of the Due Diligence Period, the City shall have the
option of terminating the Development Agreement, and upon such termination, the
parties will have no further rights or obligations under the Development
Agreement except for provisions of the Development Agreement that expressly
survive termination. The City and Developer will work in good faith to extend such
period so long as the Developer has demonstrated diligence and progress in
pursuing satisfaction of any remaining conditions as agreed upon by the City.

4. Design and Construction Guidelines.

a. The Project will be designed in accordance with the Zoning Code, adopted Architectural
Design Guidelines and Standards, and the Development Objectives.  In addition, the
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Project will be constructed of high-quality materials in accordance with the plans and 
specifications approved by the ABR and the Planning Commission.  “High quality 
material” shall mean durable and authentic materials containing thoughtful detailing.   
 

b. The Project will reflect a “four-sided” design that is aesthetically and contextually 
appropriate from all building elevations as approved by ABR.    The Project will seamlessly 
integrate with the design, massing and materials of existing commercial buildings in 
Lakewood.  In particular, Developer will work with the City to arrive at a mutually 
acceptable and appropriate transitioning of the massing of building(s) to integrate with the 
existing houses located on Belle Avenue and Marlowe Avenue, as approved by ABR and 
the Planning Commission.   

 
c. The Project will promote pedestrian and vehicular connections with the existing 

neighborhood.   
 
d. In addition to the formal approvals described below, Developer will coordinate with the 

City on all aspects of the Project, including, in particular, on the design of the Community 
Space.  Developer will prepare and submit to the City for approval its plans for the exterior 
configuration, appearance, orientation, and permitted uses of the Project.  The City will 
cooperate with Developer in obtaining all such approvals and shall be a co-applicant on all 
applications that are required to be reviewed and approved in public meetings. 

 
i. Rezoning/Lot Split and Consolidation.  In connection with the Project, the Property 

will need a new Preliminary and Final Planned Development Plan approved, as 
more particularly described in Chapter 1156 of the Lakewood Zoning Code.  The 
parties will work together to commence the rezoning process as soon as possible 
following or concurrent with City Council acceptance of the term sheet.  Developer 
shall engage a surveyor to undertake a lot consolidation and any lot splits required 
for the development of the Project. 

 
ii. ABR and Planning Commission Approvals.  The plans and specifications for the 

Project will be subject to review and approval by the ABR and the Planning 
Commission.  Any material deviation from the final approved plans will be subject 
to City approval.  These approvals are required to be complete prior to the transfer 
of the Property. 

 
5. Sustainability.  In addition to meeting the Development Objectives relating to sustainability, 

Developer in good faith will explore design and certification options for the Project that prioritize 
renewable energy, energy efficiency, reduced carbon footprint, alternative transportation and 
green infrastructure, which may include, to the extent economically feasible, the following 
elements: 

 
a. On-site renewable energy (examples may include installation of solar panels and/or 

geothermal); 
 

b. A car and/or bicycle share program, ample bicycle facilities, including dedicated, secure 
storage areas, and electric vehicle charging stations, or other alternative transportation 
options; 
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c. Stormwater quality improvements that implement best practice strategies above and 

beyond the minimum requirements established by local and State regulations; 
 

d. Energy and water efficiency technologies within the building systems that support reduced 
energy and water consumption; and 

 
e. In accordance with the City’s tree canopy goals, enhance / increase the tree canopy of the 

site from the previous condition that existed prior to demolition. 
 

6. Timing Requirements. Developer shall provide a construction schedule as soon as reasonably 
feasible.  

 
b. Developer anticipates commencing construction of the Project as soon as feasibly possible 

and no later than three (3) months after its acceptance of a deed for the Property and 
anticipates completing construction of the entire Project not later than forty-eight (48) 
months after the expiration of the Due Diligence Period, subject to “Uncontrollable 
Delays” (the definition for which shall include customary force majeure concepts, permit 
delays of no longer than 180 days and other mutually agreed upon permissible delays in 
the Development Agreement), as evidenced by delivery of Certificates of Occupancy for 
each component of the Project.  

 
c. Notwithstanding the anticipated schedule reflected in Section 5(a) above, and subject to 

Uncontrollable Delays, in all events: 
 

i. Developer shall complete construction of the office, retail/ commercial 
components of the Project, including renovation of the Curtis Block, no later than 
December 31, 2024, as evidenced by a certificate of completion executed by 
Developer’s architect and evidence that such components of the Project have 
received all applicable City approvals necessary to obtain a Certificate of 
Occupancy upon completion of any tenant-specific work (“Substantial Completion 
- Commercial”); 
 

ii. Developer shall complete construction of the Community Space and structured 
parking components of the Project no later than December 31, 2024, as evidenced 
by sufficient completion to make such components ready for public use 
(“Substantial Completion – Public Components”); 

 
iii. Developer shall complete construction of the Residential Component no later than 

December 31, 2025, as evidenced by: 
 

(A) Delivery of Certificates of Occupancy for the “for rent” portion of the 
Residential Component; and 

(B) For any “for sale” units, sufficient completion to permit the issuance of a 
Certificate of Occupancy upon installation of appliances and other finishes 
to be selected by the end purchaser (as applicable “Substantial Completion 
– Residential”).   
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d. Developer will submit a detailed timeline and master schedule for Project milestones for 
the City’s review within sixty (60) days after execution of this letter, which timeline will 
be incorporated into the Development Agreement.  Such master schedule may be subject 
to amendment from time to time as development of the Project progresses, without the 
City’s approval, except where the outside commencement date or outside completion dates 
as outlined above are changed, in which event Developer shall seek approval of the City 
not to be unreasonably conditioned, withheld, or delayed. 
 

e. The parties agree to revisit the outside completion dates set forth above in the event the 
Development Agreement is not executed by both parties by June 30, 2022. 

 
7. Costs/Investments. 

 
a. Community Reinvestment Area.  Developer has expressed its intent to participate in the 

City’s Community Reinvestment Area Program whereby a 15-year residential tax 
abatement is made available for the provision of affordable housing meeting certain 
requirements defined by Resolution 2019-08.   
 

b. Additional Incentives.  Further, Developer has demonstrated to the City that additional 
incentives will be necessary to close financial gaps in the capital and/or operating costs 
associated with the Project. These additional incentives include, but are not necessarily 
limited to, the creation and use of funds from a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) district, 
NCA, and/or SID.  An initial customary sources and uses schedule and proforma 
(“Financial Analysis”), based upon the conceptual Project site plan (Exhibit A), has been 
provided by the Developer to the City. Based upon a review of the initial Financial 
Analysis, the City has indicated preliminary support for establishing a TIF District as 
authorized by 5709.41 of the Ohio Revised Code and providing certain revenues from the 
TIF for the Project as set forth in the Development Agreement (excluding any for-sale 
residential components unless otherwise determined by the City). Such support shall be 
used to offset costs related, but not limited to, right of way and site improvements, 
structured parking, community spaces, Curtis Block facade preservation, sustainability 
initiatives, public art, and to pay, reimburse or finance any costs eligible under applicable 
law approved by the City pursuant to the Development Agreement. Any financial support 
by the City is conditioned on the Developer demonstrating in the final Financial Analysis 
a bona fide need and that without such support the Project would not be feasible.  

 
c. Non-City Funding.  The City will use good faith efforts to obtain, or cooperate, as 

applicable, with the Developer’s efforts to obtain additional non-City funding sources 
based on the development program and economic impacts of the Project. 
 

d. Environmental Obligations.  The City has made Developer aware and Developer 
acknowledges there are environmental covenant restrictions and operation and 
maintenance obligations on the property related to a former dry cleaning use on the 
property.  Upon transfer, the Developer will fully assume any and all responsibility 
associated with the environmental condition of the property. Notwithstanding anything 
herein to the contrary, the City will transfer the Project to Developer in its “As-Is, Where-
Is” condition, and Developer shall rely solely on its own studies and investigations with 
respect to the condition and suitability of the Property.  Developer shall release and 
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indemnify the City with regard to all environmental covenants and obligations.  The City 
has obtained a Covenant Not to Sue from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency for 
the Property.  

e. Site Work.  Beyond the current plans to bring the grade of the Property to or near street
level, the City is not required to complete any additional site work prior to the transfer of
the Property to Developer.  The City and the Developer will enter into a separate
Memorandum of Understanding (the “Property Improvement MOU”) regarding terms and
conditions of the improvement of the Property to Developer mutually satisfactory to the
City and the Developer and consistent with the terms hereof.

f. Closing Costs. Developer shall be responsible for closing costs including, without
limitation, costs related to the title commitment, title policy, title endorsements and
recording fees.

g. Reimbursement. Developer shall reimburse the City, at a minimum, for any third-party
consulting fees to review and prepare legal documents and provide analysis of any
incentive requests which shall be eligible for reimbursement from TIF revenue as set forth
in the Development Agreement.  Such reimbursement will be due at closing.  Developer
will be required to pay customary City building and engineering permit, review and
inspections fees. Additional reimbursements shall be negotiated in connection with the
preparation of the Development Agreement.

h. Items for Return. Should the two (2) existing submersible pumps and transformer, or any
portion thereof, remain following the Property conveyance, upon completion of their use,
Developer shall deliver the two (2) existing submersible pumps and the transformer, or any
portion thereof, to the City’s Waste Water Treatment Plant, 1699 Valley Parkway,
Lakewood, Ohio 44107.

8. Community Engagement and Reporting Requirements

a. Developer acknowledges that community engagement is a critical component of the Project
and will cooperate with the City during the planning stages of the Project to gather and
incorporate input from the Lakewood community and will specifically engage with
property and business owners and organizations in the Downtown Lakewood district, as
well as residents on residential streets surrounding the Property.

b. Developer and the City will agree to a mutually acceptable schedule of status updates and
meetings throughout the design and construction of the Project as well as a communication
plan to be incorporated into the master schedule.

9. Maintenance and Programming. Developer will maintain the Project in a first-class manner,
consistent with the operations and maintenance plan submitted in response to the RFP and other
high-quality mixed-use developments in Northeast Ohio, including necessary mulching, grass
cutting, pruning, watering, etc., and will comply with an operations and maintenance plan for the
Project to be mutually agreed upon by the City and Developer.  Post construction storm water and
environmental covenants maintenance and inspections will be required.
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10. Security. The City may, at its discretion, require Developer to install a public safety camera(s) 
similar to those found throughout the City to monitor public spaces and the public right-of-way 
both during and following completion of construction. 

 

11. Use Restrictions.  The Project will be subject to usual and customary use restrictions, including 
prohibitions against noxious uses, as preliminarily set forth on Exhibit B attached hereto and 
restrictions contained within any applicable environmental covenant. Additional special restrictions 
may apply to any community-oriented space within the Project.  
 

12. Project Ownership.  It is anticipated that CASTO and North Pointe Realty will form a business 
entity (“JV”) that will exist for the sole purpose of developing, constructing, and operating the 
overall Project and components therein. CASTO and North Pointe Realty (or their affiliates) will 
retain ultimate ownership of all components with percentages to be determined with exception of 
(i) transfers of the office component to Roundstone Management, LTD. or an affiliate thereof and 
(ii) any for sale components (including, but not necessarily limited to, the residential and office 
portions of the Project) being carved out to allow sales to third parties, subject to the reasonable 
review and approval of the City.  CASTO will act as managing partner of the JV.  In addition, as 
necessary in order to obtain financing for individual building and improvement components within 
the Project (each, a “Component”), business entities separate from the JV may own Components 
so long as CASTO and North Pointe Realty are the members/owners and CASTO is the managing 
partner.  CASTO to lead all development activities and maintain residential management (other 
than Components sold to third parties).  North Pointe Realty will manage the office component 
(other than components sold to third parties).  Retail components will be managed by an 
experienced management company under contract with the JV. 

 
13. Transfer Restrictions.   

 
a. Unless permitted as detailed earlier in this Term Sheet, Developer will not convey any 

Component of the Project to a third party for a period of ten (10) years after such 
component achieves final Substantial Completion, without the City’s written approval, 
which approval will not be unreasonably withheld, conditioned or delayed provided the 
assignee:  

 
i. Demonstrates significant experience and a successful track-record of managing 

and operating high quality, large-scale mixed-use projects or, as the case may be, 
significant experience and a successful track-record of managing and operating the 
particular Component being conveyed; 

 
ii. Assumes in writing all obligations set forth in the preexisting agreements with the 

City as they relate to the particular Component; 
 
iii. Is not a party (or an affiliate) who has been involved in litigation or a material 

dispute opposite the City; 
 
iv. Is not a party (or an affiliate) that has had any contract with the City cancelled as 

a result of a default by such proposed Assignee (or its affiliates); and  
 
v. Is not a party (or an affiliate) who owns commercial real estate or multi-family 
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property in the City and who has on multiple occasions been subject to any action, 
including fines and material notices, as a result of building code, zoning or property 
management violations. 

 
vi. For the avoidance of doubt, the restrictions set forth in this section include transfers 

of membership interests in Developer that would result in a “change of control” 
(the definition of which shall be mutually agreed upon in the Development 
Agreement).   

 
b. The City shall have approval rights over any conveyance of the Project other than the 

conveyances of for sale units of the Residential Component (whether during or following 
the first ten (10) years) at any time during which any incentive is active at the Project. 

 
14. Financing. 

 
a. Except as otherwise expressly provided herein, Developer will be solely responsible for 

funding development of the Project, whether through equity, conventional financing or 
otherwise, and Developer will provide a Financial Analysis for the Project, in a form 
reasonably satisfactory to the City.  

 
b. The City Ordinances require, and Developer shall provide, a completion guaranty for any 

public infrastructure.  
 
15. City Repurchase Right.  In addition to other remedies to be more particularly described in the 

Development Agreement, if Developer defaults in its obligations under the Development 
Agreement prior to completion of construction of any Component of the Project (as evidenced by 
a Certificate of Occupancy for such component) and fails to cure such default within any applicable 
notice or cure period, the City will have the option  to repurchase that Component under terms and 
conditions to be mutually agreed upon in the Development Agreement. 

16. MBE/FBE/SBE Goals.  Developer will use commercially reasonable efforts to meet the Minority 
Business Enterprise (MBE), Female Business Enterprise (FBE), and Small Business Enterprise 
(SBE) goals mutually agreed upon by the City and Developer and included in the Development 
Agreement. 
 

17. Building Trades.  Developer recognizes the value of including building trades in the Project, and 
in consideration of the City making available financial incentives, will enter into a Project Labor 
Agreement with the Cleveland Building & Construction Trades Council for the applicable 
components of the Project prior to issuance of any building permits. Prevailing Wage 

Requirements. The City mandates certain prevailing wage requirements for construction with 
regard to any improvements to be reimbursed from funds collected from a TIF District, NCA or 
SID, and such requirements will be further addressed in the Development Agreement.  

 

19. Audit Rights. The City shall have the right to audit, at the City’s cost, Developer’s books and 
records relating to the financing and development of the Project not more than once per year until 
Certificate(s) of Occupancy are awarded for all Components.   
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20. Inspection Rights. The City reserves the right to conduct third-party inspections for any portion 
of the Project.  

 

21. Miscellaneous. The parties acknowledge and agree that the Project scope, Components, and tenant 
mix may be adjusted following the execution of this Term Sheet based upon such underwriting and 
analysis and the mutual determination of the City and Developer that the anticipated scope, certain 
components of the Project, and/or the tenant mix may not be economically feasible as initially 
envisioned. 

 
b. Developer shall be responsible for its legal fees, its due diligence costs, the costs for any 

studies or reports ordered by Developer and any permit or approval fees required in 
connection with the Project. 

 
c. Except as set forth above or in the Development Agreement, the sharing of costs associated 

with the Project shall require the mutual agreement of the parties. 
 

d. Developer will require that its general contractor and all subcontractors make all required 
local income tax payments due in connection with the construction of the Project. 
 

e. Both parties acknowledge and agree that this letter is not a legally binding instrument and 
that additional material terms must be negotiated before a legally binding agreement is 
reached.  The potential transaction reflected in this letter is specifically conditioned upon: 

 
i. The preparation, negotiation and execution of a mutually acceptable 

Development Agreement, and  
 

ii. The approval of City Council of the Development Agreement.   
 
f. Neither party hereto will have any obligation or liability to the other whatsoever at law or 

in equity (including any claims for detrimental reliance, partial performance, good faith or 
promissory estoppel or other similar types of claims) unless and until such time as both 
parties will have executed and delivered a formal Development Agreement.   

 
g. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, this Term Sheet supersedes all other 

conflicting verbal understandings or agreements or language set forth in the herein.  The 
parties acknowledge a desire to complete negotiation of a mutually acceptable 
Development Agreement within 180 days after execution of this Term Sheet and each party 
shall work expeditiously to complete negotiations within that time period. 

 
 
 

[intentionally left blank] 
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Exhibit A 

Site Plan 

[see attached] 
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Exhibit B 

Prohibited Uses 

1. Any establishment which stocks, displays, sells, rents, distributes, or offers for sale or rent any x-rated,
pornographic, lewd, obscene or so-called “adult” newspaper, book, magazine, film, picture, video
tape, video disc, material or other similar representation or merchandise of any kind.

2. Any establishment which stocks, displays, sells, rents, distributes, or offers for sale or rent any tobacco
products (including but not limited to hookah or “vaping” products) or paraphernalia commonly used
in the use or ingestion of marijuana or illicit drugs; or any merchandise or material commonly used
or intended for use with or in consumption of any narcotic, dangerous drug or other controlled
substance, including without limitation, any hashish pipe, waterpipe, bong, pipe screens, rolling
papers, rolling devices, coke spoons or roach clips.  This restriction shall not prohibit the inclusion of
a medical marijuana dispensary.

3. Any “second-hand” store whose business is selling used merchandise such as thrift shops, salvation
army type stores, “goodwill” type stores, and similar businesses. This restriction shall not prohibit
regional or national brand name businesses (e.g. Gap's Old Navy) from selling quality used clothing
and related merchandise which do not accept free donations of goods for resale.

4. Any slaughterhouse.

5. Any mobile home park, trailer court, labor camp, junk yard, or stock yard (except that this provision
shall not prohibit the temporary use of construction trailers during any periods of construction,
reconstruction or maintenance).

6. Any car wash.

7. Any business selling gasoline or diesel fuel unless such fuel is never stored, maintained, or delivered
on site.

8. Any “adult” entertainment or any operation selling or displaying any nudity (including but not limited
to partially clothed dancers or wait staff) or any establishment where the overt sexual allure of naked
or scantily dressed persons is an important component of the goods or services being offered.

9. Any bathhouse.

10. Any church, school, day care center or related religious or educational facility, religious reading room
or place of religious worship.

11. Any establishment providing the sale, distribution, or display of items for pawn loans, or
establishments that offer payday loans, title loans, check cashing services or similar establishments.

12. Any establishment conducting games of chance or permitting gambling of any kind, including but not
limited to, an off-track sports betting establishment or bingo parlor.

13. Any fire, going out of business, relocation, bankruptcy or similar sales (unless pursuant to court order).
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14. Any central laundry, dry cleaning plant, or laundromat; provided, however, this restriction shall not 
apply to any dry cleaning facility providing on-site service oriented to pickup and delivery by the 
ultimate consumer, including, nominal supporting facilities. 

 
15. Any operation for the sale, distribution, or display of firearms or ammunition. 

 
16. Any funeral home, crematorium or mortuary. 

 
17. Any operation whose principal use is a massage parlor; provided this shall not prohibit massages in 

connection with a beauty salon or health club or athletic facility or regional/national brand name 
massage service providers not exceeding 5,000 square feet.  

 
18. Any recycling facility or stockyard. 

 
19. Any carnivals, fairs or auctions. 

 
20. Any tattoo parlor or similar establishment. 

 
21. Any industrial, factory or manufacturing warehouse operation (excluding any warehousing incidental 

to the operation of permitted retail uses). 
 

22. Any dumping, disposing, incinerating, or reducing of garbage (exclusive of dumpsters for the 
temporary storage of garbage and any garbage compactors, in each case which are regularly emptied 
so as to minimize offensive odors) or other garbage or scrap dump or processing operating. 

 
23. Any “self-storage” or “mini storage” units.   

 
24. A State liquor or packaged beverage store, except incidental to a supermarket, restaurant, 

prepared food shop, or cafe; provided, however, a high-end wine store that includes ancillary 
liquor sales shall be permitted. 

 
25. A business or use that creates strong, unusual or offensive odors, fumes, dust or vapors, except 

for restaurants with adequate venting and odor-control facilities, or creates unusual fire, 
explosives or other hazards. 

 
26. Fast food restaurants. 

 
27. Establishment selling cars (new or used), trailers, mobile homes, motorcycles, motor vehicles, 

boats. 
 

28. Drive-throughs. 
 

29. Standalone ATM. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 15-2022 BY: 

AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it receives the affirmative vote of 
at least five (5) members of Council, or otherwise to take effect and be in force after the earliest 
period allowed by law, amending Section 335.01, Driver’s or Commercial Driver’s License 
Required, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Lakewood in order update the penalties for 
violation of this provision to match those established in the Ohio Revised Code.  

WHEREAS, it is desired that the penalty for driving without an operator’s license in the 
City of Lakewood be the same as established under State Law; and  

WHEREAS, amending this section of the Lakewood Codified Ordinance will eliminate 
any confusion as to the penalty for violation of this section; and  

WHEREAS, as set forth in Section 2.12 of the Third Amended Charter of the City of 
Lakewood, this Council by a vote of at least two thirds of its members determines that this 
ordinance is an emergency measure and that it shall take effect immediately and that it is 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public property, health, and safety and to provide 
for the usual daily operation of municipal departments in that Lakewood’s penalty should be the 
same as established in the Ohio Revised Code; now, therefore 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF LAKEWOOD, STATE OF OHIO: 

Section 1. That Section 335.01, Driver’s or Commercial Driver’s License Required, 
of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Lakewood, currently reading as follows: 

335.01  DRIVER'S OR COMMERCIAL DRIVER'S LICENSE REQUIRED. 
(a) (1)   No person, except those expressly exempted under Ohio R.C. 4507.03, 4507.04, and

4507.05, shall operate any motor vehicle upon a public road or highway or any public or private 
property used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking in this Municipality unless 
the person has a valid driver's license issued under Ohio R.C. Chapter 4507 or a commercial 
driver's license issued under Ohio R.C. Chapter 4506. 

(2) No person, except a person expressly exempted under Ohio R.C. 4507.03, 4507.04, and
4507.05, shall operate any motorcycle upon a public road or highway or any public or private 
property used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking in this Municipality unless 
the person has a valid license as a motorcycle operator that was issued upon application by the 
Registrar of Motor Vehicles under Ohio R.C. Chapter 4507.  The license shall be in the form of an 
endorsement, as determined by the Registrar, upon a driver's or commercial driver's license, if the 
person has a valid license to operate a motor vehicle or commercial motor vehicle, or in the form 
of a restricted license as provided in Ohio R.C. 4507.14, if the person does not have a valid license 
to operate a motor vehicle or commercial motor vehicle.  

Placed on 1st reading & referred to Public 
Safety 3/21/22; 2nd reading 4/4/22
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   (b)   Upon the request or motion of the prosecuting authority, a noncertified copy of the law 
enforcement automated data system report or a noncertified copy of a record of the Registrar of 
Motor Vehicles that shows the name, date of birth, and social security number of a person charged 
with a violation of subsection (a)(1) or (2) of this section may be admitted into evidence as prima-
facie evidence that the person did not have either a valid driver's or commercial driver's license at 
the time of the alleged violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section or a valid license as a 
motorcycle operator either in the form of an endorsement upon a driver's or commercial driver's 
license or a restricted license at the time of the alleged violation of subsection (a)(2) of this 
section.  The person charged with a violation of subsection (a)(1) or (2) of this section may offer 
evidence to rebut this prima-facie evidence. 
   (c)   Whoever violates this section is guilty of operating a motor vehicle without a valid license 
and shall be punished as follows: 
      (1)   Except as provided in subsection (2) below, if the trier of fact finds that the offender did 
not hold a valid driver's or commercial driver's license issued by this State or any other 
jurisdiction, the offense is a first degree misdemeanor. 
      (2)   A.   Subject to subsection (c)(2)B. hereof, if the offender's driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit was expired for less than six months at the time of the offense, the offense is a 
minor misdemeanor. 
         B.   If the offender previously was convicted of or pleaded guilty to three or more violations 
of Ohio R.C. 4510.12 or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance within the past three 
years, the offense is a misdemeanor of the first degree. 
   (d)   The court shall not impose a license suspension for a first violation of this section or if more 
than three years have passed since the offender's last violation of Ohio R.C. 4510.12 or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. 
   (e)   If the offender was convicted of or pleaded guilty to one or more violations of Ohio R.C. 
4510.12 or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance within the past three years, and if the 
offender's license was expired for more than six months at the time of the offense, the court shall 
 impose a class seven suspension of the offender's driver's license, commercial driver's license, 
temporary instruction permit, probationary license, or nonresident operating privilege from the 
range specified in division (A)(7) of Ohio R.C. 4510.02. 

 
is hereby repealed.   
 
 Section 2.  That new Section 335.01 Driver’s or Commercial Driver’s License Required 
of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Lakewood is hereby enacted to read as follows: 
 

335.01  DRIVER'S OR COMMERCIAL DRIVER'S LICENSE REQUIRED. 
 

   (a)(1) No person, except those expressly exempted under sections 4507.03, 4507.04, 
and 4507.05 of the Revised Code, shall operate any motor vehicle upon a public road or highway 
or any public or private property used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking in 
this state unless the person has a valid driver's license issued under Chapter 4507. of the Revised 
Code or a commercial driver's license issued under Chapter 4506. of the Revised Code. 
(2) No person, except a person expressly exempted under sections 4507.03, 4507.04, 
and 4507.05 of the Revised Code, shall operate any motorcycle upon a public road or highway or 
any public or private property used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking in this 
state unless the person has a valid license as a motorcycle operator that was issued upon 
application by the registrar of motor vehicles under Chapter 4507. of the Revised Code. The 
license shall be in the form of an endorsement, as determined by the registrar, upon a driver's or 
commercial driver's license, if the person has a valid license to operate a motor vehicle or 
commercial motor vehicle, or in the form of a restricted license as provided in section 4507.14 of 
the Revised Code, if the person does not have a valid license to operate a motor vehicle or 
commercial motor vehicle. 
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(b) Upon the request or motion of the prosecuting authority, a noncertified copy of the law
enforcement automated data system report or a noncertified copy of a record of the registrar of
motor vehicles that shows the name, date of birth, and social security number of a person charged
with a violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this section may be admitted into evidence as prima-
facie evidence that the person did not have either a valid driver's or commercial driver's license at
the time of the alleged violation of division (A)(1) of this section or a valid license as a motorcycle
operator either in the form of an endorsement upon a driver's or commercial driver's license or a
restricted license at the time of the alleged violation of division (A)(2) of this section. The person
charged with a violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this section may offer evidence to rebut this
prima-facie evidence.
(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of operating a motor vehicle or motorcycle without a
valid license and shall be punished as follows:
(1) If the trier of fact finds that the offender never has held a valid driver's or commercial driver's
license issued by this state or any other jurisdiction, or, in a case involving the operation of a
motorcycle by the offender, if the offender has never held a valid license as a motorcycle operator,
either in the form of an endorsement upon a driver's or commercial driver's license or in the form
of a restricted license, except as otherwise provided in this division, the offense is an unclassified
misdemeanor. When the offense is an unclassified misdemeanor, the offender shall be sentenced
pursuant to sections 2929.21 to 2929.28 of the Revised Code, except that the offender shall not be
sentenced to a jail term; the offender shall not be sentenced to a community residential sanction
pursuant to section 2929.26 of the Revised Code; notwithstanding division (A)(2)(a) of
section 2929.28 of the Revised Code, the offender may be fined up to one thousand dollars; and,
notwithstanding division (A)(3) of section 2929.27 of the Revised Code, the offender may be
ordered pursuant to division (C) of that section to serve a term of community service of up to five
hundred hours. The failure of an offender to complete a term of community service imposed by
the court may be punished as indirect criminal contempt under division (A) of section 2705.02 of
the Revised Code that may be filed in the underlying case. If the offender previously has been
convicted of or pleaded guilty to any violation of this section or a substantially equivalent
municipal ordinance, the offense is a misdemeanor of the first degree.
(2) If the offender's driver's or commercial driver's license or permit or, in a case involving the
operation of a motorcycle by the offender, the offender's driver's or commercial driver's license
bearing the motorcycle endorsement or the offender's restricted license was expired at the time of
the offense, except as otherwise provided in this division, the offense is a minor misdemeanor. If,
within three years of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty
to two or more violations of this section or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, the
offense is a misdemeanor of the first degree.
(d) The court shall not impose a license suspension for a first violation of this section or if more
than three years have passed since the offender's last violation of this section or a substantially
equivalent municipal ordinance.
(e) If the offender is sentenced under division (C)(2) of this section, if within three years of the
offense the offender previously was convicted of or pleaded guilty to one or more violations of
this section or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, and if the offender's license was
expired for more than six months at the time of the offense, the court may impose a class seven
suspension of the offender's driver's license, commercial driver's license, temporary instruction
permit, probationary license, or nonresident operating privilege from the range specified in
division (A)(7) of section 4510.02 of the Revised Code.

Section 2.     It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the passage of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, 
and that all such deliberation of the Council and of any of its committees that resulted in such 
formal action were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements. 
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 Section 3.  This ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for 
the immediate preservation of the public peace, property, health, safety and welfare in the City 
and for the usual daily operation of the City for the reasons set forth and defined in the preamble 
to this ordinance,  and provided it receives the affirmative vote of at least five (5) of members of  
Council, this ordinance shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its adoption by the 
Council and approval by the Mayor otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force after the earliest 
period allowed by law. 
 
 
Adopted _________________________  __________________________________ 

      Daniel J. O’Malley, President of Council 
            

       __________________________________ 
      Maureen M. Bach, Clerk of Council 
 
 

Approved ________________________  __________________________________ 
      Meghan F. George, Mayor 
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ORDINANCE NO. 16- 2022 BY:  RADER, O’MALLEY 

AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it receives the affirmative vote of 
at least five (5) members of Council, or otherwise to take effect and be in force after the earliest 
period allowed by law, to establish a right to counsel for individuals in civil cases involving tenants 
facing eviction in Lakewood Municipal Court.  

WHEREAS, the vast imbalance of resources, power, influence and access to counsel in 
eviction cases require special protections for tenants to secure equality in the decision-making 
process; and 

WHEREAS, this Council finds that lack of legal counsel for tenants during eviction cases 
is a violation of a basic human right; and  

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 global pandemic has caused many families and individuals to 
fall into poverty; and 

WHEREAS, disabled and senior individuals are considered to be vulnerable populations; 
and 

WHEREAS, in the City of Lakewood, there are numerous residents that are at risk of 
homelessness because of eviction; and 

WHEREAS, evictions increase family poverty and housing instability which leads to 
school instability for children and increased missed school days; and 

WHEREAS, this housing emergency destabilizes individuals, families, and 
neighborhoods, especially the most vulnerable residents, resulting in homelessness, decreased 
property values, and harm to social tranquility and the general welfare of the City; and  

WHEREAS, a lack of knowledge and awareness of a tenant’s legal rights, the fear of being 
evicted and being forced to seek housing in a limited market, discourages many Lakewood tenants 
from fighting eviction actions as well as reporting substandard housing conditions; it is this fear 
that contributes to homelessness and warrants legislative action; and 

WHEREAS, providing Lakewood residents with access to free legal services in Housing 
Court, will mitigate the aforementioned emergency and reduce the serious threats to the public 
health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of the City of Lakewood that said emergency has 
created; and 

WHEREAS, due to a lack of resources and an inability to obtain legal representation, 
Lakewood’s residents are frequently evicted by landlords represented by competent counsel; and 

WHEREAS, this Council declares that these conditions pose a serious threat to the public 
health, safety and welfare of the residents of the City, as well as to the City’s economic stability, 
viability and growth; and  

WHEREAS, in order to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of 
Lakewood, it is necessary to provide access to legal services to tenants who are subject to eviction 
proceedings; and 

WHEREAS, as set forth in Section 2.12 of the Third Amended Charter of the City of 
Lakewood, this Council by a vote of at least two thirds of its members determines that this 
ordinance is an emergency measure and that it shall take effect immediately, and that it is necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public property, health and of the citizens of Lakewood in 
that this project shall move forward with the cooperation of the County as quickly as possible; 
now, therefore, 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF LAKEWOOD, OHIO: 

Placed on 1st reading & referred 
to HPD 4/4/22
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Section 1:  That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, 
and that all deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action were, in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements, including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

Section 2: For purposes of this section, 

(A) Definitions

(1) Brief Legal Assistance. Individualized legal assistance provided in a single consultation by
a designated organization(s) to a covered individual in connection with a covered
proceeding.

(2) Covered Individual. Means an individual who:

a. Occupies a dwelling, in the City of Lakewood under a claim of legal right other
than the owner; and

b. Is a member of a household with an annual gross income that is not in excess of
two-hundred percent (200%) of the federal poverty guidelines as established and
updated periodically by the United States Department of Health and Human
Services (42 U.S.C. 9902(2)); or

c. Any individual who meets the requirements of Section 2(A)(2)(a) and is disabled
or elderly (over the age of 62).

(3) Covered Proceeding. Any proceeding in Lakewood Municipal Court, to evict a covered
individual.

(4) Designated Organization(s). A not-for-profit organization or an entity to be determined,
that has the capacity to establish and implement a program to provide access to legal
services for covered individuals in covered proceedings and to provide legal services per
the standards set by the American Bar Association Standards for the Provision of Civil
Legal Aid (ABA standards).

(5) Full Legal Representation. Ongoing legal representation provided by a designated
organization(s) to a covered individual, and all legal advice, advocacy, and assistance
associated with such representation. Such representation includes, but is not limited to, the
filing of a notice of appearance on behalf of the covered individual in a covered proceeding.

(6) Legal Services. Any legal representation provided to a covered individual, including brief
legal assistance and full legal representation.

(B) Provision of Legal Services and reporting requirements.

(1) Subject to the appropriation of funds, covered individuals may receive legal services from
designated organizations in a covered proceeding, as soon as possible after the initiation of
such proceeding. Designated organizations must seek to provide high quality, full legal
representation unless the individual is ineligible, there is a conflict of interest, or other
circumstances, such as a lack of funding, make full legal representation infeasible to render.

(2) Any legal services performed by a Designated Organization pursuant to this Section shall
not supplant, replace, or satisfy any obligations or responsibilities of such designated
organizations pursuant to any other program agreement, or contract.

(3) Designated Organizations may work in partnership with other organizations to implement
a program to provide access to legal services as intended by this ordinance.
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(4) On January 31 of each year, the Designated Organization(s) shall submit a written report
to Lakewood City Council, detailing the number of covered individuals served, the extent
of legal services performed, and metrics evaluating outcomes.

(5) Nothing in this section or the administration or application thereof shall be construed to
create a private right of action on the part of any person or entity against the city or any
agency, official, or employee thereof.

Section 3. That this ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for 
the immediate preservation of the public peace, property, health, safety and welfare in the City of 
Lakewood and for the usual daily operation of the City for the reasons set forth and defined in 
the preamble of this resolution, and provided it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all 
the members elected to Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor, or otherwise it shall take effect and be in force from and after the 
earliest period allowed by law. 

Adopted: 
Daniel J. O’Malley, Council President  

Maureen M. Bach, Council Clerk 

Approved: 
Meghan F. George, Mayor 

. 
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12650 DETROIT AVENUE 44107  216/529-6055  FAX 216/226-3650 
www.onelakewood.com 

Lakewood City Council 
DANIEL O’MALLEY, PRESIDENT 
JOHN LITTEN, VICE PRESIDENT 

Council at Large Ward Council 
THOMAS R. BULLOCK III KYLE BAKER, WARD 1 
TRISTAN RADER JASON SHACHNER, WARD 2 
SARAH KEPPLE JOHN LITTEN, WARD 3 

DANIEL O’MALLEY, WARD 4 

April 18, 2022 
Lakewood City Council 
12650 Detroit Avenue 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

Re: Affirming the City of Lakewood’s participation in NOPEC’s electricity aggregation program and the election 
of affordable, turnkey clean energy service, among other consumer choices 

Dear Members of Council, 

For decades, the City Lakewood has participated in Ohio’s community choice aggregation program for utility energy service, 
created by state law to allow local governments to use joint buying power to negotiate lower prices and other benefits for 
consumers living in their communities. Throughout this time, Lakewood has participated as a member of the Northeast Ohio 
Public Energy Council (NOPEC), selecting them to operate our aggregation program and provide Lakewood residents options 
for affordably priced electricity and natural gas service. NOPEC has customarily operated via supply contracts with three-year 
terms, allowing a mix of stability and flexibility in pricing and program features and allowing member communities the choice 
to make changes or adjustments at three-year intervals. We are currently approaching the end of the current three-year term 
(December 31, 2022) and the beginning of the next. 

It is therefore timely to consider the attached resolution to affirm Lakewood's participation in NOPEC and to incorporate a 
new, important feature: the inclusion of affordable, turnkey clean energy service as the default option for consumers while still 
preserving other choices to those who prefer a different plan for any reason. As you know, Lakewood has adopted goals to use 
100 percent clean energy by 2025 for the City’s use and by 2035 community wide. We are currently developing a Climate 
Action Plan to help us identify action steps in support of these goals. Making easy, affordable, competitively priced clean 
energy service widely available to Lakewood consumers would be a large step towards achieving them (potentially expanding 
our clean energy use eighteen-fold). 

The plan proposed in the following resolution would supply 100 percent Green-e certified clean energy (via RECs) to all 
participating consumers at a price no greater than 0.425 cents per kWh (i.e. less than half a cent). Importantly, residents and 
small business who do not want to participate would retain the option, at no cost to the customer, to opt-in to the standard 
NOPEC default product not containing additional RECs or to choose another NOPEC product offering. NOPEC, a trusted 
partner with a very strong record of high-quality customer service, would assist customers in making their selection, answer 
any questions, and provide all customer support at no cost or risk to the City. 

We are pleased to make this proposal to you after extensive study. It represents an important step that Lakewood can be proud 
of: improving air quality, lowering emissions, and preserving both affordability and customer choice. We request timely 
consideration of this legislation. 

Sincerely, 

Meghan George Tristan Rader  Tom Bullock 
Mayor  Councilmember at Large Councilmember at Large 
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RESOLUTION NO.  2022-17   BY: GEORGE, RADER, BULLOCK 

A RESOLUTION to affirm the City of Lakewood’s participation in NOPEC’s electricity 
aggregation program and to elect affordable, turnkey clean energy service, among other consumer choices. 

WHEREAS, the City Of Lakewood, Ohio (“City”) is a member of the Northeast Ohio Public 
Energy Council (“NOPEC”) and participates in NOPEC’s electricity aggregation program (“Aggregation 
Program”); and  

WHEREAS, the City has adopted sustainability goals, a part of which includes increasing the 
renewable attribute content of the electricity consumed in the City; and  

WHEREAS, the City is desirous of setting an example in the northeast Ohio region and to 
communities throughout our nation that responsible stewardship of our planet requires deliberate and 
intentional action on the part of local leaders; and 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to reduce the overall carbon footprint of the City of Lakewood 
community by selecting a new NOPEC program by which the environmental attributes of the City’s electric 
aggregation through NOPEC are made up of 100 percent high quality, Green-e certified Renewable Energy 
Credits (RECs); and 

WHEREAS, NOPEC has developed a new green program offering for its member communities 
with a 100 percent renewable energy content standard default electricity aggregation product that includes 
RECs for 100 percent of the participating customers’ energy usage for any current or new NOPEC member 
community that selects this program for the upcoming three (3) year NOPEC electric aggregation term 
(from the January 2023 until January 2026 utility meter reads) (“Green Community Choice Program”); and 

WHEREAS, the Green Community Choice Program will include the additional cost of 100 percent 
Green-e certified RECs for 100 percent of the City’s eligible Aggregation Program customers’ energy usage 
who select this plan from among other plans available to Lakewood consumers participating in NOPEC’s 
aggregation program; and 

WHEREAS, the additional cost for the REC content included in the Green Community Choice 
Program price is capped and will be no higher than 0.425 cents/kWh over the term of program; and  

WHEREAS, the City’s eligible Aggregation Program customers will have the option at no cost to 
the customer to opt-in to the standard NOPEC default product not containing additional RECs, thereby 
foregoing the additional 0.425 cent/kWh price, or to choose another NOPEC product offering; and 

WHEREAS, the NOPEC Green Community Choice Program offering requires that a member 
community notify NOPEC in writing of its election to choose the Green Community Choice Program 
(100% REC standard default electricity aggregation product) for the upcoming three (3) year NOPEC 
Aggregation Program term with legislation adopted by the legislative authority of the community making 
the election; and 

WHEREAS, as set forth in Section 2.12 of the Third Amended Charter of the City of Lakewood, 
this Council by a vote of at least two thirds of its members determines that this resolution is an emergency 
measure and that it shall take effect immediately, and that it is necessary for the immediate preservation 
of the public peace, property, health, and safety and welfare and to provide for the usual daily operation 
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of municipal departments, in that timely execution of the agreement is vital to securing favorable pricing 
for the aggregation program and thereby reducing cost to Lakewood consumers who elect to participate in 
it.  Now, therefore, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF LAKEWOOD, OHIO: 

 Section 1.  This Council hereby affirms the City of Lakewood’s participation in NOPEC’s 
electricity aggregation program and approves the City’s election to participate in NOPEC’s Green 
Community Choice Program for the upcoming three (3) year NOPEC Aggregation Program term (from the 
January 2023 through January 2026 utility meter reads).  This Council hereby authorizes and ratifies all 
actions of the Mayor in connection with execution of the City’s election to notify NOPEC to participate in 
NOPEC’s Green Community Choice Program. 

 Section 2.  This Council hereby acknowledges that the City’s election to participate in NOPEC’s 
Green Community Choice Program for the upcoming three (3) year NOPEC Aggregation Program term 
(from the January 2023 until the January 2026 utility meter read(s) is binding and irrevocable for such three 
(3) year Aggregation Program term. 

 Section 3. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the passage of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, 
and that all such deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in such 
formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements. 

 Section 4. This resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, property, health, safety and welfare in the City and for the 
usual daily operation of the City for the reasons set forth and defined in the preamble to this resolution, 
and provided it receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, this 
resolution shall take effect and be in force immediately upon adoption by the Council and approval by the 
Mayor, or otherwise it shall take effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law. 
 

 

 

Adopted:            
       Council President   
 
 
             
       Maureen M. Bach, Council Clerk 
 
 
Approved:            
       Meghan F. George, Mayor 
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www.lakewoodoh.gov 
Lakewood City Council 

DANIEL O’MALLEY, PRESIDENT 
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Council at Large Ward Council 
THOMAS R. BULLOCK III KYLE BAKER, WARD 1 
TRISTAN RADER JASON SHACHNER, WARD 2 
SARAH KEPPLE JOHN LITTEN, WARD 3 

 
 

DANIEL O’MALLEY, WARD 4 

 
April 18, 2022 

 
Lakewood City Council 
Lakewood, OH 44107 

 
Re: Re-Codification of Ordinances 

 
Dear Colleagues, 

 
The following ordinance authorizes the city’s codifier, American Legal Publishing, to incorporate eight 
ordinances of a general and permanent nature into the Lakewood Codified Ordinances. These ordinances 
were adopted between January 3, 2022 and April 4, 2022. 

  
The re-codification work takes approximately six to eight weeks to perform. Once it is complete, updated 
print pages will be provided and distributed to Lakewood Municipal Court, Lakewood Public Library, and 
other City departments. The online version of the Code will also be updated and accessible at: 
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/lakewood/latest/overview. 

 
Move to receive and file this communication.  

 

Sincerely, 

  
  
          John Litten 

Vice President of Council  
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ORDINANCE NO.  17-2022   BY: 

AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it receives the affirmative vote 
of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take effect and be in force at 
the earliest period allowed by law, to approve the editing and inclusion of certain ordinances as 
parts of the various component codes of the Codified Ordinances and to provide for the 
publication of such new matter. 

WHEREAS, various ordinances of a general and permanent nature have been adopted by 
Council but not yet included in the Codified Ordinances of the City; and 

WHEREAS, given the above, now is an appropriate time to contract with the City’s 
codifier, American Legal Publishing, to produce a revised and updated version of the Codified 
Ordinances of the City; and 

WHEREAS, as set forth in Section 2.12 of the Third Amended Charter of the City of 
Lakewood, this Council by a vote of at least two thirds of its members determines that this 
ordinance is an emergency measure and that it shall take effect immediately, and that it is 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public property, health, and safety and to provide 
for the usual daily operation of municipal departments, in that the publication and distribution of 
this latest update to the Lakewood Codified Ordinances is an essential resource and reference 
for government operations; now, therefore 

BE IT ORDAINED BY CITY OF LAKEWOOD, OHIO: 

Section 1. The editing, arrangement and numbering and renumbering of the following 
ordinances and resolutions and parts of ordinances and resolutions are hereby approved as parts 
of the various component codes of the Codified Ordinances of the City, so as to conform to the 
classification and numbering system of the Codified Ordinances: 

Ord. No. Date C.O. Section Topic 

02-2022 1/3/22 109.01 Authorize virtual public meetings 

03-2022 3/7/2022 1306.28 Amend water heating facilities 

04-2022 3/7/2022 1306.68, 1321.99, 1323.01, 
1323.99, 1306.991 

Amend Building Code penalties 

05-2022 3/21/22 1306.75 (new) Amend parking structure requirements 

06-2022 4/4/22 351.026, 351.27 Snow emergency parking ban 

11-2022 4/4/22 549.10 Prohibit discharge of fireworks 

12-2022 3/7/22 743.03 Mobile Food Service permit changes 

14-2022 4/4/22 529.19 Pocket Knives 
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Section 2. The Third Amended Charter published within the Codified Ordinances is the 
official charter of the City of Lakewood. 

 
Section 3. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 

and relating to the passage of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, 
and that all such deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that resulted in such 
formal action were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements. 

 
 Section 4. This ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for 
the immediate preservation of the public peace, property, health, safety and welfare in the City 
and for the usual daily operation of the City for the reasons set forth and defined in the 
preamble to this ordinance, and provided it receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of 
the members of Council, this ordinance shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its 
adoption by the Council and approval by the Mayor, or otherwise it shall take effect and be in 
force after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 
 
 
 
Adopted:            
       Council President   
 
 
             
       Maureen M. Bach, Council Clerk 
 
 
Approved:            
       Meghan F. George, Mayor 
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12650 DETROIT AVENUE ● 44107 ● 216-521-7580 

www.lakewoodoh.gov 

MEGHAN F. GEORGE 
MAYOR 

April 18, 2022 

Lakewood City Council Members 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

RE: Addressing Public Safety Capacity Needs and Priorities through the Use of American Rescue Plan 
Dollars to Increase Authorized Numbers of City Police Officers; and to Enter into Contract with 
Downtown Cleveland Alliance for Implementation of Park Ambassador Program 

Dear Council Members, 

No greater responsibility rests with public leadership of this City than that of making Lakewood a safe 
and welcoming place. While other topics like real estate development or road improvements may be front 
page or top story news, the reality remains that public safety is and always will be the bedrock for my 
office and administration.   

Last month, Chief Kaucheck and the Lakewood Police Department presented the Department’s 2021 
Annual Report.  The reported data was welcome news on many fronts.  Despite an uptick in national 
crime figures and well-publicized, high-profile local incidents that occurred here last spring, Lakewood 
crime statistics have trended downward, particularly over a five-year lookback period. While trends are 
unpredictable, we can certainly give significant credit for Lakewood’s environment of safety to the 
tremendous talent, leadership, and teamwork we have among our safety forces and the deployment of 
specific patrol units (neighborhood Ward Officers) and installation of helpful technology tools (e.g., 
cameras & software upgrades). This strategic focus on safety has prevented crime and assisted our police 
in solving crimes and arresting those who commit such acts.  

Chief Kaucheck and I are in constant communication and discussion about what tools or resources can be 
implemented to continue this City on a trajectory that bucks national crime trends and keeps Lakewood a 
safe and welcoming community.  It is in this forward-thinking mindset that I request Council’s support in 
allocating One Million Nine Hundred Dollars ($1,900,000.00) from our American Rescue Plan Act 
(“ARPA”) allocation to support the following eligible expenditures: 

1. Increasing the Authorized Number of Police Officers by four officers to 99.  This increase is
necessary to keep our staffing at key thresholds and not face a reduction in service as we deal
with succession planning for known and expected departmental attrition as well as industry-wide
challenges with recruiting high caliber talent to the field of policework.  The Lakewood Police
Department is facing a number of known departures (i.e. retirements) in the next 24 months; this
is coupled with the lengthy onboarding process required to bring new recruits or signees from the
academy or other departments and have them able to patrol solo (i.e., without a training partner).
Concurrent with the local demand, at the national level general police recruiting and hiring pools
have sharply decreased and significant numbers of officers have left the field entirely.  In basic
economic terms, the labor supply of police officers has declined while the demand for additional
officers has remained stable or increased.   By increasing our authorized number of officers, we
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take a strategic step that provides the City of Lakewood the financial ability and nimbleness to be 
proactive in recruiting, attracting, and keeping the City at its current number of uniformed 
officers and provide for the best opportunity to recruit female and minority officer candidates to 
our roster. We also expect this to meaningfully reduce the need to use overtime, thus saving those 
dollars and increasing morale and retention with officers who currently are forced to work a 
significant number of overtime hours, which is an unsustainable model.  

Estimated Cost to Increase Authorized Number of Police Officers to 99 through 2024:  
$1,260,000.00 

2. Contract with Downtown Cleveland Alliance (DCA) to implement a Park Ambassador
program.   We have heard from many that policing and safety services beyond a traditional
uniformed officer presence are desired by the Lakewood community and would help maintain
and increase safety in our city. To that end, we continue to explore and evaluate innovative
models that might achieve this goal. Ambassador programs that have elements of safety work
have been implemented across the country by various cities, wards, neighborhoods, and/or
community development corporations, including at least a half dozen locally in Cuyahoga
County.  The “Ambassador” model is predicated on utilizing trained personnel to maintain a
stable, friendly, non-hostile presence in our parks while also using principles to identify and
report potential issues before they arise or escalate.  The Ambassadors are typically outfitted in
easily identifiable uniforms (which will be purple and gold) and are often seen traversing parks or
streets on foot or bicycle.  The expected deployment model will be to station one Ambassador
each at Madison and Lakewood Parks, with one potential “rover” going to other City parks
(Kauffman, Cove, etc.,) as the needs arise. We envision this as a pilot program, with an
evaluation period as the initial contract with DCA nears its close to determine effectiveness and
how to proceed with any potential future engagement.

Estimated Pilot Program Contract Cost with Downtown Cleveland Alliance for 2022-2024:
$640,000.00

I strongly feel that these two initiatives offer great potential to address significant public safety goals, 
priorities, and needs. I ask that you refer this legislation to the Committee of your choosing and look 
forward to the robust discussion that will occur regarding the above. 

Sincerely, 

Meghan F. George 
Mayor  

038



RESOLUTION NO.  2022-16 BY: 

A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it receives the affirmative vote of at 
least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take effect and be in force after the 
earliest period allowed by law, authorizing the Mayor and/or Director of Finance or Director of 
Law to allocate One Million Nine Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,900,000) to for public safety 
with such funds allocated from the American Rescue Plan (“ARP”) and Coronavirus State and 
Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (“CSLFRF”);  

WHEREAS, Lakewood shall be receiving a total of $47,219,575 of CSLFRF through the 
ARP, with the first fifty percent (50%) received last year and the second fifty percent (50%) to be 
received this year, and; 

WHEREAS, making sure that Lakewood is a safe and welcoming community is important, 
and; 

WHEREAS, being proactive in hiring additional police officers in anticipation of 
retirements, natural attrition, and the lengthy on-board time for new recruits and officers will allow 
Lakewood to conduct the lengthy recruitment, hiring and training prior to those events; and  

WHEREAS, having these additional officers on the street will facilitate a smooth transition 
through the change of employees; and 

WHEREAS, parks are one of Lakewood’s most attractive assets; and 

WHEREAS, providing additional safety in parks is essential to maintaining a safe and 
attractive community; and  

WHEREAS, based upon the eligibility parameters and guidance provided by US 
Department of Treasury, public safety programs are deemed eligible expenditures; and 

WHEREAS, as set forth in Section 2.12 of the Third Amended Charter of the city of 
Lakewood, this Council by a vote of at least two thirds of its members determines that this 
resolution is an emergency measure and that it shall take effect immediately, and that it is necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, property, health and safety, and to provide for 
the usual daily operation of municipal departments in order to begin hiring additional police 
officers and providing for park safety; now, therefore. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF LAKEWOOD, OHIO: 

Section 1. That One Million Nine Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,900,000.00) be allocated 
for public safety with such funds allocated from the American Rescue Plan (“ARP”) and 
Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (“CSLFRF”) received by the City of 
Lakewood after distribution from the US Department of Treasury.   
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Section 2. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and 

relating to the passage of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, and that 
all such deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, 
were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements. 

 
Section 3. This resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 

immediate preservation of the public peace, property, health, safety and welfare in the City and for 
the usual daily operation of the City for the reasons set forth and defined in the preamble to this 
resolution, and provided it receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of 
Council, this resolution shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its adoption by the 
Council and approval by the Mayor, or otherwise it shall take effect and be in force after the earliest 
period allowed by law. 
 
 
 
Adopted _________________________ __________________________________ 
       Daniel J. O’Malley, President of Council 
 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Maureen M. Bach, Clerk of Council 
 
 
Approved ________________________  __________________________________ 
       Meghan F. George, Mayor 
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MEGHAN F. GEORGE 
MAYOR 

 
 
 
April 5, 2022 
 
 
Lakewood City Council Members 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 
 
RE: Mayoral Appointment to City of Lakewood Architectural Board of Review 
 
Dear Members of Council,  
 
It is my pleasure to inform you of the appointment of Hanna Cohan Plessner to the City of Lakewood 
Architectural Board of Review. Her term is effective April 14, 2022 through December 31, 2026. 
 
We are fortunate to have Ms. Cohan Plessner volunteer her time, energy, and knowledge to improve the quality 
of life in Lakewood. Her qualifications, know-how, and dedication to our city will be an asset to the Lakewood 
Architectural Board of Review. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Mayor Meghan F. George 
City of Lakewood 
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MEGHAN F. GEORGE 
MAYOR 

April 8, 2022 

Lakewood City Council Members 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

RE: Mayoral Appointments (3) to City of Lakewood Community Relations Advisory Commission 

Dear Members of Council,  

It is my pleasure to inform you of the appointments of Mary Brown, Dawn Ellis, and Aidan Lawrence to the 
City of Lakewood Community Relations Advisory Commission. Their terms are effective April 14, 2022 through 
December 31, 2024. 

We are fortunate to have Ms. Brown, Ms. Ellis, and Mr. Lawrence volunteer their time, energy, and knowledge 
to improve the quality of life in Lakewood.  Their qualifications, know-how, and dedication to our city will be 
an asset to the Lakewood Architectural Board of Review. 

Sincerely, 

Mayor Meghan F. George 
City of Lakewood 
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