
Lakewood Bicycle and Scooter Laws 101 

As more residents are out and about on bicycles and scooters, it’s important to review our applicable 
traffic laws – to reinforce proper behavior and ensure we are all able to safely share our streets and 
sidewalks. 

Helmets are required for all riders under the age of 18. 

Riding on our Streets.  Everyone riding a bicycle or scooter on our streets has the same rights – as well 
as responsibilities for safe conduct and following traffic laws – as the driver of an automobile.  Our laws 
provide that: 

• On a shared roadway, ride as near to the right side of the travel lane as practicable. 
• Ride no more than two abreast in a single lane. 
• Obey all traffic rules, signals, signs, and other control devices applicable to automobiles. 
• Carry only the number of people for which the bicycle or scooter is designed and equipped.  
• Ensure the bicycle or scooter is equipped with an adequate brake. 

When riding from sunset to sunrise, the bicycle or scooter must be equipped with the following: 

• A suitable white light (visible at 500 feet) mounted on the front. 
• A red reflector or red light (flashing or steady; visible at 500 feet) mounted on the rear. 
• For safety, the colors are not interchangeable between front and rear – only white lights are 

permitted on front, only red light/reflectors permitted on rear. 

Riding on our Sidewalks.  Under certain circumstances, bicycles can be ridden on a sidewalk.  However, 
there may be designated areas where bicycle use is prohibited.  When designated, these prohibited 
areas will be clearly marked. 

Electric Scooters are not permitted to operate on sidewalks. The only exception is when moving the 
scooter directly between the roadway and an appropriate parking area. 

In general, everyone riding a bicycle upon a sidewalk shall have the same rights – as well as 
responsibilities for safe conduct and following the law – as a pedestrian.  Our laws provide that: 

• Bicycles may be ridden when sidewalks are not congested with pedestrian traffic.   
• If the sidewalk is congested with pedestrian traffic, bicycles must be walked. 
• If riding on a sidewalk, Bicyclists must yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian and give an 

appropriate audible signal (voice, bell, etc.) when passing a pedestrian. 

Parking a bicycle or scooter.  Bicycles and scooters should be parked responsibly in bike racks, corrals, 
or designated parking areas.  All bicycles and scooters will be parked in an upright position.  It is against 
the law to: 

• Park a bicycle or scooter upon a sidewalk in any way that interferes with pedestrian traffic. This 
includes obstructing ramps, building entrances, and transit stops. 

• Park a bicycle or scooter on any street in a way that interferes with vehicular traffic. 
 
Have a great and safe summer! 


