
 

                    
12650 DETROIT AVENUE 44107  216-529-6055   

www.lakewoodoh.gov 
Lakewood City Council 

SARAH KEPPLE, PRESIDENT 
KYLE BAKER, VICE PRESIDENT 

 
 

Council at Large Ward Council 
THOMAS R. BULLOCK III KYLE BAKER, WARD 1 
TRISTAN RADER BRYAN EVANS, WARD 2 
SARAH KEPPLE CINDY STREBIG, WARD 3 

 
 

CINDY MARX, WARD 4 

 
Noticed 10/30/24 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE – PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
Public Safety Committee will meet Monday November 4, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Auditorium of Lakewood City Hall at 12650 Detroit Avenue. The meeting is open to the 
public.  
 
The meeting will be livestreamed on the City’s website at the following link: 
 
 

www.lakewoodoh.gov/councilvideos 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT PROTOCOL (Updated 6/21) 
The public is invited to comment on agenda items in person or by submitting a written comment in 
advance of the meeting using the eComment platform available HERE. New users must create an 
eComment account. 
 
 
 

 

The agenda is as follows: 
 

Approval of the minutes of the October 7, 2024 Public Safety Committee 
 
ORDINANCE 19-2024 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it receives the 
affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take effect and 
be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, amending Section 33.03 Maximum Speed 
Limits; Assured Clear Distance Ahead of the Lakewood Codified Ordinances to reflect the 
recently reduced speed limit on Lake Avenue. (1st read and referred to PS 10/7/24) 
 
Cindy Strebig, Chair 
Cindy Marx, Kyle Baker; Members 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
Individuals with disabilities who require accommodations for participation in meetings must request 
accommodations at least 3 business days ahead of the scheduled meeting. Contact Michelle Nochta at 
(216) 529-5906 michelle.nochta@lakewoodoh.net. 

http://www.lakewoodoh.gov/
http://www.lakewoodoh.gov/councilvideos
https://onelakewood.granicusideas.com/meetings/2289-public-safety-committee/agenda_items
mailto:michelle.nochta@lakewoodoh.net


ORDINANCE NO. BY: 

AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it receives the affirmative vote of 
at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take effect and be in force after the 
earliest period allowed by law, amending Section 33.03 Maximum Speed Limits; Assured Clear 
Distance Ahead of the Lakewood Codified Ordinances to reflect the recently reduced speed limit 
on Lake Avenue. 

WHEREAS, the speed limit was reduced from 35 mph to 30 mph on Lake Avenue this 
year; and  

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the current speed ordinance to include this change 
to allow police to enforce the speed under local code rather than state code; and  

WHEREAS, as set forth in Section 2.12 of the Third Amended Charter of the City of 
Lakewood, this Council by a vote of at least two thirds of its members determines that this ordi-
nance is an emergency measure and that it shall take effect immediately, and that it is necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public property, health, and safety and to provide for the 
usual daily operation of municipal departments; now, therefore, 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF LAKEWOOD, OHIO: 

Section 1.  That Section 333.03 Maximum Speed Limits; Assured Clear Distance Ahead, 
of the Lakewood Codified Ordinances, currently reading as follows: 

333.03 MAXIMUM SPEED LIMITS; ASSURED CLEAR DISTANCE AHEAD. 
(a) No person shall operate a motor vehicle at a speed greater or less than is reasona-

ble or proper, having due regard to the traffic, surface and width of the street or highway and any 
other conditions, and no person shall drive any motor vehicle in and upon any street or highway at 
a greater speed than will permit the person to bring it to a stop within the assured clear distance 
ahead. 

(b) It is prima-facie lawful, in the absence of a lower limit declared or established pur-
suant to Ohio R.C. 4511.21 by the Ohio Director of Transportation or Council, for the operator of 
a motor vehicle to operate the same at a speed not exceeding the following: 

(1) A.   Twenty miles per hour in school zones during school recess and while chil-
dren are going to or leaving school during the opening or closing hours, and when twenty miles 
per hour school speed limit signs are erected; except, that on controlled-access highways and ex-
pressways, if the right-of-way line fence has been erected without pedestrian opening, the speed 
shall be governed by subsection (b)(4) hereof and on freeways, if the right-of-way line fence has 
been erected without pedestrian opening, the speed shall be governed by subsection (b)(7) hereof. 
The end of every school zone may be marked by a sign indicating the end of the zone. Nothing in 
this section or in the manual and specifications for a uniform system of traffic control devices shall 
be construed to require school zones to be indicated by signs equipped with flashing or other 
lights, or giving other special notice of the hours in which the school zone speed limit is in effect. 

B. As used in this section, "school" means any school chartered under Ohio R.C.
3301.16 and any nonchartered school that during the preceding year filed with the Department of 
Education in compliance with rule 3301-35-08 of the Ohio Administrative Code, a copy of the 
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school's report for the parents of the school's pupils certifying that the school meets Ohio mini-
mum standards for nonchartered, nontax-supported schools and presents evidence of this filing to 
the jurisdiction from which it is requesting the establishment of a school zone. 

         C.   As used in this section, "school zone" means that portion of a street or highway 
passing a school fronting upon the street or highway that is encompassed by projecting the school 
property lines to the fronting street or highway. Upon request from the Municipality for streets and 
highways under its jurisdiction, the Ohio Director of Transportation may extend the traditional 
school zone boundaries. The distances in subsections (b)(1)C.1. to 3. hereof shall not exceed 300 
feet per approach per direction and are bounded by whichever of the following distances or com-
binations thereof the Director approves as most appropriate: 

            1.   The distance encompassed by projecting the school building lines normal to 
the fronting highway and extending a distance of 300 feet on each approach direction; 

            2.   The distance encompassed by projecting the school property lines intersecting 
the fronting highway and extending a distance of 300 feet on each approach direction; 

            3.   The distance encompassed by the special marking of the pavement for a prin-
cipal school pupil crosswalk plus a distance of 300 feet on each approach direction of highway; 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to invalidate the Director's initial action on Au-
gust 9, 1976, establishing all school zones at the traditional school zone boundaries defined by 
projecting school property lines, except when those boundaries are extended as provided in sub-
sections (b)(1)A. and C. hereof. 

         D.   As used in this subsection, "crosswalk" has the meaning given that term in Sec-
tion 301.09. The Director may, upon request by resolution of Council, and upon submission by the 
Municipality of such engineering, traffic and other information as the Director considers neces-
sary, designate a school zone on any portion of a State route lying within the Municipality that in-
cludes a crosswalk customarily used by children going to or leaving a school during recess and 
opening and closing hours, whenever the distance, as measured in a straight line, from the school 
property line nearest the crosswalk to the nearest point of the crosswalk is no more than 1,320 feet. 
Such a school zone shall include the distance encompassed by the crosswalk and extending 300 
feet on each approach direction of the State route; 

      (2)   Twenty-five miles per hour in all other portions of the Municipality, except on 
State routes outside business districts, through highways outside business districts and alleys; 

      (3)   Thirty-five miles per hour on all State routes or through highways within the 
Municipality outside business districts, except as provided in subsections (b)(4) and (5) hereof; 

      (4)   Fifty miles per hour on controlled-access highways and expressways within the 
Municipality; 

      (5)   Fifty miles per hour on State routes within the Municipality outside urban dis-
tricts unless a lower prima-facie speed is established as further provided in this section; 

      (6)   Fifteen miles per hour on all alleys within the Municipality; 
      (7)   Fifty-five miles per hour at all times on freeways with paved shoulders inside the 

Municipality other than freeways as provided in subsection (b)(10) and (b)(11) hereof. 
      (8)   Fifty-five miles per hour at all times on portions of freeways that are part of the 

interstate system and on all portions of freeways that are not part of the interstate system, but are 
built to the standards and specifications that are applicable to freeways that are part of the inter-
state system for operators of any motor vehicle weighing in excess of eight thousand pounds emp-
ty weight and any noncommercial bus except as provided in subsection (b)(11) hereof; 

      (9)   Fifty-five miles per hour for operators of any motor vehicle weighing eight thou-
sand pounds or less empty weight and any commercial bus at all times on all portions of freeways 
that are part of the interstate system and that had such a speed limit established prior to October 1, 
1995, and freeways that are not part of the interstate system, but are built to the standards and 
specifications that are applicable to freeways that are part of the interstate system and that had 
such a speed limit established prior to October 1, 1995, unless a higher speed limit is established 
under Ohio R.C. 4511.21(L); 

      (10)   Sixty-five miles per hour for operators of any motor vehicle weighing eight 
thousand pounds or less empty weight and any commercial bus at all times on all portions of the 
following: 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/lakewood/latest/lakewood_oh/0-0-0-62500#JD_301.09


  

         A.   Freeways that are part of the interstate system and that had such a speed limit 
established prior to October 1, 1995, and freeways that are not part of the interstate system, but are 
built to the standards and specifications that are applicable to freeways that are part of the inter-
state system and that had such a speed limit established prior to October 1, 1995; 

         B.   Freeways that are part of the interstate system and freeways that are not part of 
the interstate system but are built to the standards and specifications that are applicable to free-
ways that are part of the interstate system, and that had such a speed limit established under Ohio 
R.C. 4511.21(L); 

         C.   Rural, divided, multi-lane highways that are designated as part of the national 
highway system under the "National Highway System Designation Act of 1995", 109 Stat. 568, 23 
U.S.C.A. 103, and that had such a speed limit established under Ohio R.C. 4511.21(M). 

      (11)   Sixty-five miles per hour at all times on all portions of freeways that are part of 
the interstate system and that had such a speed limit on the effective date of this amendment for 
operators of any motor vehicle weighing in excess of eight thousand pounds empty weight and any 
noncommercial bus. 

   (c)   It is prima-facie unlawful for any person to exceed any of the speed limitations in 
subsection (b)(1)A. to (b)(6) hereof, or any declared or established pursuant to this section by the 
Director or local authorities and it is unlawful for any person to exceed any of the speed limita-
tions in subsection (d) hereof. No person shall be convicted of more than one violation of this sec-
tion for the same conduct, although violations of more than one provision of this section may be 
charged in the alternative in a single affidavit. 

   (d)   No person shall operate a motor vehicle upon a street or highway as follows: 
      (1)   At a speed exceeding fifty-five miles per hour, except upon a freeway as provid-

ed in subsection (b)(10) and (b)(11) hereof; 
      (2)   At a speed exceeding sixty-five miles per hour upon a freeway as provided in 

subsection (b)(10) and (b)(11) hereof; 
      (3)   If a motor vehicle weighing in excess of 8,000 pounds empty weight or a non-

commercial bus as prescribed in subsection (b)(8) hereof, at a speed exceeding fifty-five miles per 
hour upon a freeway as provided in that subsection. 

      (4)   At a speed exceeding the posted speed limit upon a freeway for which the Direc-
tor has determined and declared a speed limit of not more than sixty-five miles per hour pursuant 
to Ohio R.C. 4511.21(L)(2) or (M); 

      (5)   At a speed exceeding sixty-five miles per hour upon a freeway for which such a 
speed limit has been established through the operation of Ohio R.C. 4511.21(L)(3); 

      (6)   At a speed exceeding the posted speed limit upon a freeway for which the Direc-
tor has determined and declared a speed limit pursuant to Ohio R.C. 4511.21(I)(2). 

   (e)   In every charge of violation of this section the affidavit and warrant shall specify 
the time, place and speed at which the defendant is alleged to have driven, and in charges made in 
reliance upon subsection (c) hereof also the speed which subsections (b)(1)A. to (b)(6) hereof, or a 
limit declared or established pursuant to this section declares is prima-facie lawful at the time and 
place of such alleged violation, except that in affidavits where a person is alleged to have driven at 
a greater speed than will permit the person to bring the vehicle to a stop within the assured clear 
distance ahead the affidavit and warrant need not specify the speed at which the defendant is al-
leged to have driven. 

   (f)   When a speed in excess of both a prima-facie limitation and a limitation in subsec-
tion (d)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), or (6) hereof is alleged, the defendant shall be charged in a single affi-
davit, alleging a single act, with a violation indicated of both subsections (b)(1)A. to (b)(6) hereof, 
or of a limit declared or established pursuant to this section by the Director or local authorities, 
and of the limitation in subsection (d)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), or (6) hereof. If the court finds a viola-
tion of subsection (b)(1)A. to (b)(6) hereof, or a limit declared or established pursuant to this sec-
tion has occurred, it shall enter a judgment of conviction under such subsection and dismiss the 
charge under subsection (d)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), or (6) hereof. If it finds no violation of subsec-
tions (b)(1)A. to (b)(6) hereof or a limit declared or established pursuant to this section, it shall 
then consider whether the evidence supports a conviction under subsection (d)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), 
or (6) hereof. 



  

   (g)   Points shall be assessed for violation of a limitation under subsection (d) hereof in 
accordance with Ohio R.C. 4510.036. 

   (h)   Whenever, in accordance with Ohio R.C. 4511.21 or this section, the speed limita-
tions as established herein have been altered, either higher or lower, and the appropriate signs giv-
ing notice have been erected as required, operators of motor vehicles shall be governed by the 
speed limitations set forth on such signs. It is prima-facie unlawful for any person to exceed the 
speed limits posted upon such signs. 

   (i)   As used in this section: 
      (1)   "Interstate system" has the same meaning as in 23 U.S.C.A. 101. 
      (2)   "Commercial bus" means a motor vehicle designed for carrying more than nine 

passengers and used for the transportation of persons for compensation. 
      (3)   "Noncommercial bus" includes but is not limited to a school bus, or a motor ve-

hicle operated solely for the transportation of persons associated with a charitable or nonprofit or-
ganization. 

   (j)   (1)   A violation of any provision of this section is one of the following: 
         A.   Except as otherwise provided in subsections (j)(1)B., (1)C., (2) and (3) of this 

section, a minor misdemeanor; 
         B.   If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of 

or pleaded guilty to two violations of any provision of this section or of any provision of Ohio 
R.C. 4511.21 or a municipal ordinance that is substantially similar to any provision of this section, 
a misdemeanor of the fourth degree; 

         C.   If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of 
or pleaded guilty to three or more violations of any provision of this section or of any provision of 
Ohio R.C. 4511.21 or a municipal ordinance that is substantially similar to any provision of this 
section, a misdemeanor of the third degree. 

      (2)   If the offender has not previously been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a viola-
tion of any provision of Ohio R.C. 4511.21 or of any provision of a municipal ordinance that is 
substantially similar to Ohio R.C. 4511.21 and operated a motor vehicle faster than thirty-five 
miles an hour in a business district of a municipal corporation, faster than fifty miles an hour in 
other portions of a municipal corporation, or faster than thirty-five miles an hour in a school zone 
during recess or while children are going to or leaving school during the school's opening or clos-
ing hours, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

      (3)   Notwithstanding subsection (j)(1) of this section, if the offender operated a mo-
tor vehicle in a construction zone where a sign was then posted in accordance with Ohio R.C. 
4511.98, the court, in addition to all other penalties provided by law, shall impose upon the of-
fender a fine of two times the usual amount imposed for the violation. No court shall impose a fine 
of two times the usual amount imposed for the violation upon an offender if the offender alleges, 
in an affidavit filed with the court prior to the offender's sentencing, that the offender is indigent 
and is unable to pay the fine imposed pursuant to this subsection and if the court determines that 
the offender is an indigent person and unable to pay the fine. 
 

 
is hereby repealed.  
 
 Section 2.  That new Section 333.03 Maximum Speed Limits; Assured Clear Distance 
Ahead, of the Lakewood Codified Ordinances, is hereby enacted to read as follows: 

 
333.03 MAXIMUM SPEED LIMITS; ASSURED CLEAR DISTANCE AHEAD. 

   (a)   No person shall operate a motor vehicle at a speed greater or less than is reasonable or 
proper, having due regard to the traffic, surface and width of the street or highway and any other 
conditions, and no person shall drive any motor vehicle in and upon any street or highway at a 
greater speed than will permit the person to bring it to a stop within the assured clear distance 
  
. . . 
 



  

   (d)   No person shall operate a motor vehicle upon a street or highway as follows: 
      (1)   At a speed exceeding fifty-five miles per hour, except upon a freeway as provid-

ed in subsection (b)(10) and (b)(11) hereof; 
      (2)   At a speed exceeding sixty-five miles per hour upon a freeway as provided in 

subsection (b)(10) and (b)(11) hereof; 
      (3)   If a motor vehicle weighing in excess of 8,000 pounds empty weight or a non-

commercial bus as prescribed in subsection (b)(8) hereof, at a speed exceeding fifty-five miles per 
hour upon a freeway as provided in that subsection. 

      (4)   At a speed exceeding the posted speed limit upon a freeway for which the Direc-
tor has determined and declared a speed limit of not more than sixty-five miles per hour pursuant 
to Ohio R.C. 4511.21(L)(2) or (M); 

      (5)   At a speed exceeding sixty-five miles per hour upon a freeway for which such a 
speed limit has been established through the operation of Ohio R.C. 4511.21(L)(3); 

      (6)   At a speed exceeding the posted speed limit upon a freeway, street or highway 
for which the Director has determined and declared a speed limit pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
4511.21(I)(2). 

 
Section 3. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 

and relating to the passage of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, 
and that all such deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that resulted in such 
formal action were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements. 
 

Section 4. This ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for 
the immediate preservation of the public peace, property, health, safety and welfare in the City 
and for the usual daily operation of the City for the reasons set forth and defined in the preamble 
to this ordinance, and provided it receives the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the mem-
bers of Council, this ordinance shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its adoption by 
the Council and approval by the Mayor, or otherwise it shall take effect and be in force after the 
earliest period allowed by law. 
 
 
 
Adopted:            
       Sarah Kepple, President of Council  
 
 
             
       Maureen M. Bach, Clerk of Council 
 
 
Approved:            
       Meghan F. George, Mayor 
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